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King receives U.S. business team 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein 
received at the Royal Court Wednesday a delegation 
of American business people and discussed with them 
the Middle East peace process. The King underlined 
the need for a comprehensive and just settlement to 
the Middle East problem which he said would open 
the door for investment and enable the people to pur- 
sue the process of development. The King and the 
American delegation also discussed possible U.S. 
investment in Jordan. The meeting was attended by 
Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti, Chief of the 
Royal Court Awn Khasawneh, Chief Chamberlain 
Prince Ra’d Ben Zeid, Minister of Planning Rima 
Khalaf and Minister of Industry and Trade Ali Abul 
Ragheb. 


Volume 21 Number 6288 


AMMAN THURSDAY-FRIDAY AUGUST 1-2, 1996, RABI 1, 16-17, 1417 


Price: Jordan 150 Fils 


King to visit 
Syria Saturday 
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AMMAN (AFP) — His 
Majesty King Hussein is 
scheduled to visit Syria Sat- 
urday for talks with Presi- 
dent Hafez Assad on means 
Ac -Or to ‘jr.da-,. t0 revive the peace process 
-* . r _ 4 and seal reconciliation 

■ taimsr' efforts between the two 
countries, authorised 
sources said. 

The sources said King 
Hussein’s visit to Syria fell 
within Jordanian efforts to 
. jumpstart the Arab-Israeli 
peace process, stalemated 
since the first of a spate of 
terrorist operations staged 
. in Israel last February. 

P The King met Mr. Assad 
for the first time in more 
than two years, on the side- 
lines of an emergency Arab 
summit held in Cairo on 
June 22 and 23. The two 
leaders had last met on May 
20, 1 994 five months before 
Jordan signed a peace 
treaty with Israel. 

Ties between the two 
Arab states have soured fol- 
lowing the peace treaty. 

In Cairo, King Hussein 
presented Mr. Assad with a 
file detailing 36 aborted ter- 
rorist attempts against Jor- 
dan hatched by Damascus- 
based Palestinian radical 


groups. 

King Hussein is also 
scheduled to visit Saudi 
Arabia soon, according to 
official sources. 

Israel's right-wing Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu is due in Jordan 
Monday for talks with King 
Hussein. The Kingdom will 
be Mr. Netanyahu's second 
Arab stop after Egypt since 
he replaced peace architect 
Labour leader Shimon 
Peres following the May 29 
elections. 

Mr. Assad had mean- 
while said he was “deter- 
mined to free” Arab lands 
occupied by Israel and 
reach a global peace agree- 
ment in the Middle East 

In a speech marking the 
5 1 st anniversary of the Syr- 
ian army. Mr. Assad said 
“Syria would work sincere- 
ly .to achieve a just and 
global peace which would 
put an end to the occupa- 
tion and restore rights." 

The Syrian president, 
however, said "this option 
does not mean we renounce 
our principles.” 

"We are determined to 
free occupied Arab lands to 
achieve peace in the 


region” Mr, Assad added. 

He also pledged to regain 
the Golan Heights, which 
Israel seized in the 1967 
Middle East war, “even if it 
takes a long time.” 

“We have a resistance and 
will of iron and our army 
remains the defender of our 
natron,” Mr. Assad said. 

Mr. Netanyahu has 
refused to negotiate the 
return of the strategic 
Golan plateau, but wants to 
continue peace negotia- 
tions with Syria by first 
resolving the issue of 
Lebanon. 

Israeli Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai reaf- 
firmed on Wednesday an 
offer to negotiate with Syria 
a withdrawal of Israeli 
troops from South Lebanon 
in exchange for an end to 
Iranian-backed Hizbollah 
guerrilla attacks against its 
northern territory. 

But Syria has rejected this 
approach, calling for talks 
based on the principle of 
land-for-peace. including a 
return of the Golan. 

Syria has about 35,000 
troops based in Lebanon 
and is the main foreign 
power broker there. 
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Radioactive accident leads 
to 25 hospitalised in Iran 




TEHRAN (AFP) — 
^Around 25 people were 
contaminated by radioac- 
tive material following an 
accident at a conventional 
power station in northern 
Iran, the International 
Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) said Wednesday. 

Hamshahri newspaper 
said 50 workers, including 
seven engineers from Ger- 
many’s Siemens Company, 
had been exposed to the 
material at the plant in the 
city of Rasht 
“Carelessness in handling 
a sensitive piece of equip- 
ment for production of 
gamma rays caused the 
incident” on July 24, it said. 

The paper said 21 of 
those contaminated had 
been transferred to Tehran 
for “special treatment” 

The IAEA said from 
Vienna that 25 people had 
been contaminated by a 


machine which gives out 
radioactivity and is used ro 
check whether joints in pip- 
ing are secure. 

IAEA spokesman David 
Kyd. citing Iranian con- 
tacts, told AFP the machine 
had been left behind in 
pipes and then discovered 
by an employee working at 
the power station. 

Unaware of the danger, he 
carried it to an area where 
50 people were situated, 
contaminating half of them, 
Mr. Kyd added. 

“Iran has not yet 
informed us of the incident, 
which leaves us to suppose 
it was not too serious. If it 
had been, Tehran would no 
doubt have called for help 
from specialised hospitals 
like they have in France,” 
Mr. Kyd said. 

Iran’s Atomic Energy 
Organisation told AFP the 
plant did not come under its 


jurisdiction. 

However, a power min- 
istry official. Akbar Nema- 
tollahi, acknowledged the 
accident, but pointed out it 
was a gas-generated plant 
not a nuclear one and 
sought to play down its 
importance. 

“It is nothing serious,” he 
said, adding only one per- 
son had been exposed, 
without revealing how. 

Siemens issued a state- 
ment in Erlangen, Ger- 
many, denying responsibili- 
ty in the mishap and saying 
none of its personnel 
involved in the construction 
of the power station had 
been affected. 

Personnel of a European 
consortium, including six 
from Siemens, were work- 
ing for the plant, but none 
of them were exposed. 

(Continued on page 3) 



MU TA GRADUATION — Their Majesties King Hussein and Queen 

Noor Wednesday attended a ceremony for the graduation of a new unit of special forces 
and paratroopers at the military wing of Mu'ta University.The King and the Queen 
watched a parachuting exercise by the graduates who included Their Royal Highnesses 
Prince Hamzeh and Prince Hashem They also watched free fall jumps by paratroop- 
ers of the special forces who included His Royal Highness Prince Abdullah Ben Al Hus- 
sein, the special forces commander.The graduates who included officers from the Unit- 
ed Arab Emirates, later received their wings from die King at the ceremony which was 
attended by relatives of the graduates and senior army officers. 


Torture leaves Palestinian 
detainee brain dead, 
Arafat orders inquiry 


BETHLEHEM. West Bank 
(AFP) — Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat on 
Wednesday ordered the 
arrest of three security 
agents suspected of torturing 
a prisoner who was left brain 
dead. 

Three suspects were being 
interrogated by Palestinian 
security, a day after 26-year- 
old Mahmoud Jemayel was 
declared brain dead at a hos- 
pital in Ramallah on the 
West Bank, chief prosecutor 
KhaJed Al Kidra told AFP. 

“If it is proved that irregu- 
larities or infractions took 
place, we will take the nec- 
essary legal measures 
against the perpetrators,” Mr. 
Kidra said. 

Meanwhile Mr. Jemayel 
was transferred to an Israeli 
hospital in Jerusalem on 
Wednesday where his condi- 
tion was described as “hope- 
less.” 

“We admitted him today in 
a deep coma and in a hope- 
less condition.” a spokesman 
for Hadassa Hospital said. 

In Bethlehem, Mr. Arafat 
told the Palestinian Legisla- 
tive Council: “As soon as I 


heard about the detained 
man, I ordered the three offi- 
cers to go before the military 
prosecutor. An investigation 
is underway. 

“We cannot tolerate the 
least error. Everyone must 
obey the law. from the pres- 
ident to the simple guard. 
We live in a state which has 
laws, with everything that 
that implies.” 

Mr. Kidra refused to com- 
ment on the torture allega- 
tions. “The inquiry is at an 
early stage. We have not yet 
had the results on the cause 
of the wounds sustained” by 
Mr. Jemayel. 

The Land And Water 
Establishment (LAWE), a 
Palestinian human rights 
group based in East 
Jerusalem said Tuesday that 
Mr. Jemayel was “pro- 
nounced clinically brain 
dead following a savage 
beating” by Palestinian 
police at Jneid prison in 
Nablus. 

“The beating caused mas- 
sive bleeding in die brain 
from a fractured skull and 
instigated a cardiac arrest,” it 
said. 


Other Palestinian groups 
strongly condemned Mr. 
Jemayel's treatment 

Wednesday. 

One group. Al Haq, said 
“the swelling behind his left 
ear as well as the bums and 
open wounds all over his 
whole body are obvious 
proof that he was battered 
and burned.” 

“Al Haq holds the Palestin- 
ian security forces responsi- 
ble for Mr. Jemayel, who 
was in their hands. The case 
shows that he was held ille- 
gally,” the group said in a 
statement 

The prisoner had been held 
since December without for- 
mal charges in the Palestin- 
ian-ruled town of Jericho on 
the West Bank. 

After staging several 
hunger strikes, he was trans- 
ferred to Jneid prison in 
Nablus. 

Palestinian sources said 
Mr. Jemayel belonged to a 
dissident cell in Nablus of 
Arafat’s Fateh faction of the 
Palestine Liberation Organi- 
sation (PLO). 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Israel was ready to accept Palestinian state 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israel’s previous govern- 
ment was ready to accept 
the creation of a Palestinian 
state, a senior Israeli offi- 
cial involved in secret con- 
tacts with the Palestinians 
told the Associated Press 
on Wednesday. 

In exchange, the Pales- 
tinians would have agreed 
to Israel's annexation of a 
small portion of the West 
Bank and dropped 
demands to establish their 
capital in East Jerusalem 
said Yossi Beilin, the top 
policy adviser to former 
Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres. 

Mr. Beilin said he worked 
out these informal under- 
standings in meetings last 
fall with Yasser Arafat’s 
deputy, Mahmoud Abbas. 
At the time, Yitzhak Rabin 
was still prime minister. 

Mr. Beilin said the two 
sides felt the understand- 
ings could serve as a basis 
for talks to be concluded 
over a period of several 


months. 

In public, both Israel and 
the Palestinians had been 
intentionally vague about 
their positions regarding a 
final peace agreement Mr. 
Beilin's remarks provided 
the first indication to what 
extent the two sides were 
ready to compromise. 

Although the understand- 
ings contradict many of the 
views of Israel’s new right- 
wing prime minister, 
Benyamin Netanyahu, they 
could still serve as a blue- 
print for a peace agreement 
in the future, Mr. Betlin 

“I'm not completely frus- 
trated, because eventually 
this will be the solution, 
Mr. Beilin said. “It would 
be very difficult to find 
something that is better for 
both sides." 

Mr. Peres and Mr. Ararat 
expressed some reserva- 
tions about the understand- 
ings, but felt they could 
serve as the basis for nego- 
tiations. said Mr. Beilin and 


Ibrahim Khreishe. a senior 
official in Mr. Abbas’ 
office. Mr. Khreishe con- 
firmed most of the details 
of the blueprint outlined by 
Mr. Beilin. 

Mr. Peres and Mr. Arafat 
were not immediately 
available for comment. 

Netanyahu spokesman 
David Bar Ilan on Wednes- 
day dismissed the under- 
standings as ‘’an intellectu- 
al exercise” since neither 
side had formally endorsed 
them. 

As part of the under- 
standings, Israel was ready 
to agree to the creation of a 
demilitarised Palestinian 
state in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, with the option 
that the state would eventu- 
ally enter a confederation 
with Jordan. 

In the past, all Israeli 
governments were opposed 
to the establishment of 
such a state, although Mr. 
Peres had hinted in recent 
months he was willing to 
consider such an idea. 


Mr. Beilin said the Pales- 
tinians also accepted 
Israel’s demand to deploy 
troops along the eastern 
border of foe Palestinian 
state, along foe Jordan 
River running between the 
West Bank and Jordan. 

In setting foe final bor- 
ders, Israel would annex 
about 10 per cent of foe 
West Bank and thus bring 
about 70 per cent of foe 
140,000 Jewish settlers 
under Israeli sovereignty, 
Yair Hirschfeld, one of the 
Israeli negotiators, told foe 
Jewish settler magazine 
Nekuda. 

Mr. Beilin said Wednes- 
day some of foe areas of 
foe West Bank would have 
been annexed by Israel, but 
would not give details. 

Mr. Khreishe said in 
exchange for the West 
Bank land, Israel was will- 
ing to give the Palestinians 
some territory near foe 

Gaza Strip. 

The Palestinian negotia- 
tor also confirmed that the 


Palestinians agreed in prin- 
ciple that no settlements be 
dismantled, and that Israel 
would make special securi- 
ty arrangements for those 
settlers remaining under 
Palestinian sovereignty. 

A basic solution was also 
found for the future of 
Jerusalem, foe most com- 
plex issue on foe table, Mr. 
Beilin said. 

Mr. Beilin said foe Pales- 
tinians dropped demands to 
establish their capital in 
East Jerusalem, which 
Israel captured in the 1967 
Mideast war and later 
annexed into its capital. 

Instead, foe Palestinians 
would set up their capital in 
Abu Dis, a West Bank sub- 
urb of Jerusalem, Mr. 
Beilin said. Israel would 
retain sovereignty over all 
of Jerusalem, but foe Arab 
neighbourhoods in East 
Jerusalem would be grant- 
ed wi deranging autonomy. 

Both sides agreed that the 
question of sovereignty in 
East Jerusalem could be 


raised again in future talks, 
Mr. Beilin said. 

Mr. Khreishe was more 
vague, saying the Palestini- 
ans wanted to establish 
their capital “in foe area 
of* East Jerusalem, but 
would not say whether this 
could be outside foe city’s 
current boundaries. 

A solution was also 
found for foe hundreds of 
thousands of Palestinian 
refugees who fled or were 
driven out by Israeli troops 
in the 1948 and 1967 
Mideast wars. 

The Palestinians agreed 
that the refugees would not 
seek to return to Israel, and 
Israel in turn said they 
could resettle in the Pales- 
tinian state. 

Those remaining in 
neighbouring Arab coun- 
tries would be compensat- 
ed with the aid of foe 
international community, 
Mr. Beilin said. 


(Continued on page 3) 


Prince Hassan calls 
for quick development 
of Jordan Valley 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan Wednesday 
said that regional efforts for 
foe development of foe Jor- 
dan Rift Valley will benefit 
all countries in the region, 
stressing foe need for foe 
concerned parties to 
speedup work on foe prepa- 
ration of developent 
schemes for foe valley. 

In remarks during a meet- 
ing of die steering commit- 
tee and members of the 
sub-committees for foe 
development of the Jordan 
Rift Valley, attended by 
Minister of Warer and Irri- 
gation Samir Kawar, 
Crown Prince Hassan said 
most of the valley’s prob- 
lems, especially water 
problems, could be 
addressed through compre- 
hensive dialogue that 
would help foe different 


parties to arrive at solu- 
tions acceptable to alL 

Stressing the need for 
implementing social, eco- 
nomic and tourist projects 
in foe valley , the Crown 
Prince said that the time 
had come for providing foe 
valley region with basic 
services. He oiso pointed to 
foe need for foe concerned 
authorities to give due 
attention to the utilisation 
of lands that were regained 
under foe peace treaty with 
Israel in order to impress 
foe donor nations and win 
their approval and contri- 
bution for these projects. 

Prince Hassan said that 
water, energy and agricul- 
tural projects should be 
included in an integrated 
plan aimed at raising foe 
local community’s stan- 
dard of living. 


Higher studies students 
protest tuition fee hike 


By Threq Motnani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — About 200 
students of postgraduate 
studies at Jordanian public 
universities Wednesday 
staged a sit-in outside Par- 
liament in protest against a 
decision by the Council of 
Higher Education (CHE) to 
increase fees for higher 
degrees by 200 per cent and 
demand that Parliament 
intervene ro rescind the 
decision. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti met with 
the students outside the 
House building and 
promised foe protesters to 
examine their grievances. 

The CHE had recently 
decided to increase fees for 
postgraduate studies from 
JD15 per credit hour to 
JD50. The decision has 
drawn strong protests from 
foe students and Parliament 
deputies. 

Mr. Kabariti told foe stu- 
dents that “there was no 
alternative to cooperation 
among foe different parties 
to solve this problem and 


allow the students to pursue 
their higher studies but in a 
way that would safeguard 
public interest.” 

The prime minister, how- 
ever. emphasised “the need 
for handling all issues with 
rationality and objectivity” 
adding that democracy 
guarantees the people’s 
rights to stage sit-ins and 
processions to express their 
views within foe bound- 
aries of foe law and in a 
manner that would not 
infringe on the country’s 
security and stability. 

The students, who raised 
posters demanding that foe 
decision to increase foe 
tuition fees be cancelled, 
submitted to Lower House 
of Parliament Speaker Sa’d 
Hayel Srour a memoran- 
dum protesting foe CHE's 
decision. Mr. Srour said 
that Parliament would 
examine foe issue and 
would discuss it with foe 
concerned authorities. 

The students’ memoran- 
dum said that “foe CHE’s 
decision gave no regard to 

(Continued on page 7) 


Investigators close to 
identifying cause of 
TWA flight’s accident 


EAST MORICHES, New 
York (AFP) — Investiga- 
tors appear to be zeroing in 
on the cause of the TWA 
Flight 800 crash off foe 
coast of New York two 
weeks ago, but won’t say 
wbat jr is until they have 
more evidence. 

Asked if one theory stood 
out. Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) lead 
investigator James Kall- 
strom said late Tuesday: “In 
my mind, yes there is.” 

But, he added, “I cannot 
share it with you.” 

“I imagine when we get 
more of the plane up here, 
we will know the answer,” 
Mr. Kallstrom said. 

There had been three the- 
ories: that a bomb brought 
down the Jumbo Jet with 
230 people on board on 
July 17. that the Boeing 
747 was hit by a missile or 
that a catastrophic mechan- 
ical failure caused foe 
downing. 

One of those theories may 
have been partially ruled 
out when three of the Boe- 
ing’s four engines were 
located and examined by 
remote cameras, indicated 
Robert Francis, vice-chair- 


man of foe National Trans- 
portation Safety Board 
(NTSB). 

Mr. Francis said after foe 
examination that they were 
“not a priority issue. “The 
USS Grapple, which 
arrived on foe scene Tues- 
day, was expected to start 
working to try to salvage 
part of foe front section of 
the plane. 

One theory under consid- 
eration is that an explosion 
— whatever the source — 
occurred in the front of foe 
aircraft. 

“We are very interested in 
that large piece of wreck- 
age," Mr. Francis said. But 
he added that because of 
the tangle it was difficult to 
know whether it was all one 
piece and whether it includ- 
ed foe cockpii. 

The New York times 
reported on Wednesday, 
quoting an unidentified 
investigator, said that “seri- 
ous concussive damage” to 
the aircraft’s landing gear 
indicated a bomb blast. 

“By the way it had been 
smashed, foe bomb experts 
thought it had been very 

(Continued on page 7) 
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President of Palestinian legislative 


council withdraws his resignation 


Arafat warns Israel 
after detention of 
Palestinian deputy 


BETHLEHEM. West Batik 
(AFP) — The president of the 
Palestinian legislative coun- 
cil. Ahmed KoreL withdrew 
his resignation Wednesday 
after reaching a compromise 
with President Yasser Arafat, 
council members said. 

Mr. Korei. a key Palestinian 
negotiator of the autonomy 
accords with Israel, 
announced his resignation 
Tuesday after clashing with 
Mr. Arafat over drawing up a 
constitution. 

He withdrew his resignation 
after receiving assurances 
from Mr. Arafat that parlia- 
ment could continue debate 
over a draft constitution dur- 
ing the intermediate period of 
self-rule, legislative sources 
here said. 

Mr. Arafat had tried yet 
again Tuesday to stop the leg- 
islative council debating a 
temporary constitution at a 
session in the West Bank town 
of Bethlehem. 

The Palestinian leader has 
already twice urged the coun- 
cil not to start a debate over 
the constitution drawn up by a 
parliamentary committee, but 
to allow a Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) com- 
mittee to draw up an alterna- 
tive. 

But Mr. Arafat tried to spin 
a positive note on the dispute, 
saying: “What happened yes- 
terday testifies to our Pales- 


tinian democracy, which we 
are proud of.” 

He also warned legislators, 
who saw the compromise as a 
victory for them, not to go too 
far. 

“The same way that you are 
concerned about protecting 
the dignity of the council, you 
should also be concerned 
about preserving the dignity 
of the president," Mr. Arafat 
said. 

Mr. Korei refrained from 
calling the agreement a victo- 
ry- 

“We will continue our work 
today, like a family united 
around the president of the 
authority, head of the PLO 
and leader of our people,” 
said Korei, referring to Mr. 
Arafat 

Mr. Korei had insisted Tues- 
day that the issue had already 
been resolved two weeks ago 
and that Mr. Arafat had agreed 
to allow the council to go 
ahead with its debate while a 
parallel discussion took place 
within the PLO committee. 

The constitution to cover 
the remainder of the interim 
period of autonomy up to 
1999 is of paramount impor- 
tance to the self-rule council, 
which can not pass legislation 
until it is in place. 

Many of its deputies, elect- 
ed in the first Palestinian gen- 
eral election in January, 
accuse Mr. Arafat of trying to 
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YASSER ARAFAT AND AHMED KOREI WALK IN BETHLEHEM: Palestinian President Yasser Arafat 
adjusts his kuffiyeh as he walks hand-in-hand with Ahmed Korei to a session of the Palestinian legislative coun- 
cil Wednesday. Mr. Korei resumed his work as council speaker one day after he qoit in a dispute with Arafat 
(Reuters photo) 


RAMALLAH, West 
Bank (AFP) — President 
Yasser Arafat warned 
Israel on Wednesday that 
its detention of a Palestin- 
ian legislative councillor 
was a “very dangerous 
incident” 

Mr. Arafat told the daily 
A1 Hayat A1 Jadida that 
Abbas Zaki. deputy for 
Hebron on the Palestinian 
legislative council, was 
arrested and detained for 
five hours as he returned 
from Jordan to the West 
Bank for a council 
debate. 

‘Tour Israeli military 
vehicles and a civilian car 
followed Abbas Zalri’s 
car from, the Allenby 
Bridge crossing. Ten 
armed Israelis stopped 
the car and asked him to 
get out,” Mr. Arafat said. 

“When be refused to 
follow him, they threw 
him into a minibus and 
drove him to Gush 
Etzion,” a Jewish settle- 
ment on the West Bank, 
he added. 

Mr. Arafat said he had 
informed European and 
U.S. officials about the 
incident, which he 
described as “very dan- 
gerous.” 

Mr. Arafat’s civil affairs 
minis ter. J amil Tarifi, 


lodged a protest with 
Israel’s commander for 
the occupied tenitories, 
General Oren Shahor. 

Mr. Tarifi said the area 
between the Allenby 
Bridge crossing and Jeri- 
cho on the West Bank 
was under Palestinian 
security control. “It is 
forbidden to make arrests 
there ” be told Shahor. 

He also criticised Israel 
for failing to respect 
Abbas Zaki’s status as 
deputy who "enjoys 
immunity, which the 
Israelis must respect-" 

Mr. Zaki himself 
accused Israeli police of 
“kidnapping” him. “It 
was a slight to Palestinian 
honour. They interrogat- 
ed me for five hours,” he 
told Ai Ayyara newspa- 
per. 

As for the Israeli accu- 
sations ag ains t him, Mr. 
Zaki said he had the right 
to “express my solidarity 
with ray family against 
Israel's confiscation of 
land.” 

Mr. Zaki, a member of 
Mr. Arafat's Fateh move- 
ment, had already been 
arrested and interrogated 
by the Israeli authorities 
when he crossed the 
Allenby Bridge to travel 
to Jordan on June 21. 


Palestinian rights group demand trial of Shin Bet killer 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — The Palestinian 
Human Rights Association 
called on Israel's state 
prosecutor Wednesday to 
bring a former Shin Bet 
agent to trial for the murder 
of two Palestinian captives 
after a 1984 bus hijacking. 

“I asked the prosecutor’s 
office and Justice Minister 
Yaacov Neenian to study 


this file and to bring it to 
court,” the association's 
President Hader Shkirat 
told Israel Radio. 

Ehud Yatom, who is retir- 
ing from the Shin Bet inter- 
nal security service after 
24 years' service, revealed 
in a newspaper interview 
last week that he cold- 
bloodedly killed two Pales- 
tinians on the order of his 


chief. 

“Shin Bet cannot allow 
itself another scandal,” 
said Mr. Shkirat adding 
that he would back a 
request for compensation 
from the families of the 
two victims. 

The two Palestinians, 
along with - two others, 
hijacked a bus as it left Tel 
Aviv on April 12. 1984. 


They were captured alive 
after Israeli commandos 
stormed the bus near the 
Egyptian border while 
their two accomplices were 
killed on the spot. 

It was not until two years 
later however that an offi- 
cial inquiry revealed that 
the pair bad been later 
killed in cold blood on the 
orders of the then Shin Bet 


chief, Avraham Shalom. 

The scandal shook Shin 
Bet but the 11 agents 
involved escaped 

unscathed with a presiden- 
tial pardon. Yatom. who 
said he was “proud” of 
what he did, was promoted 
through the Shin Bet ranks 
after the scandal. and has 
now been appointed to the 
board of the state refineries 


Afghan government forces 
clash with northern warlord 


Iran denies terrorism charges, points finger at U.S. 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran on 
Wednesday rejected U.S. 
charges of sponsoring 
international terrorism and 
accused Washington itself 
of fostering political vio- 
lence. 

Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man Mahmud Mohammadi 
accused the United Slates 
of "backing Israel's state 
terrorism in line with its 
polio v of double stan- 
dards’.” 

On Sunday, U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton urged the 
international community to 
slap “strong sanctions" on 
countries engaging in or 
supporting terrorism, nam- 
ing Iran, Iraq. Libya and 


Sudan. 

Mr. Clinton has also said 
he would sign into law a 
draft legislation penalising 
foreign companies invest- 
ing in Iran's and Libya's oil 
and gas sectors. 

The campaign is part of 
efforts by the United States 
to pressure its allies to join 
its unilateral embargo 
against Iran imposed in 
June 1995. 

But at a one-day confer- 
ence on terrorism in Paris 
on Tuesday, the Group of 
Seven industrial countries 
(G-7) and Russia steered 
clear of U.S. calls for sanc- 
tions against suspected ter- 
rorist sponsors, including 


Iran. 

The Iranian spokesman 
accused Washington of 
“provoking insecurity” in 
the Middle East and 
“encouraging open sedition 
against the sovereignty of 
the Islamic republic.” 

Referring to this week's 
clashes between Iranian 
government forces and 
Kurdish rebels based in 
north Iraq, he also charged 
that Washington was to 
blame for the “insecurity in 
northern Iraq which affects 
all neighbouring countries.” 

Iranian troops launched 
an offensive against the 
bases of Kurdish rebels in 
northern Iraq on Sunday to 


halt cross-border attacks by 
the guerrillas. Iran’s para- 
mount leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei predicted Tues- 
day that a wave of recent 
terrorist acts against the 
United States would contin- 
ue. 

“The United States, 
which has long supported 
terrorism, is beginning to 
suffer from it. This seed, 
planted by the United 
States, is beginning to grow 
on its soil and it's only just 
beginning.” he said. 

A pipe bomb left two 
dead Saturday at the 
Olympic Park in Atlanta. 
The attack came barely two 
weeks after the suspicious 


crash of a TWA jet which 
killed 230 people. 

Iran is angry at the United 
States and other Western 
countries for hosting mem- 
bers or supporters of Iran's 
main armed opposition 
group, the People’s Muja- 
hedeen, which launched a 
bloody campaign in the 
early 1980s. 

The English-language 
newspaper Tehran Times 
said the United States had 
become a “haven for a 
number of terrorists coming 
from Third World coun- 
tries.” 

“The notion of terrorism 
has to be redefined,” it said, 
proposing a unsponsored 


KABUL (AFP) — Fierce 
fighting has been raging for a 
week ' in northern 
Af ghanistan between gov- 
ernment troops and forces 
led ■ by warlord General 
Abdul Rashid Dostum, offi- 
cials and sources said 
Wednesday. 

Gen. Dostum's men and 
soldiers loyal to President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani's top 
military commander, Ahmad 
Shah Masood, are fighting 
each other for the first time 
in more than a year, sources 
in the area said. 

"Fighting has been 
extremely heavy all week 
and continued late into Tues- 
day night," a government 
source said here. 

“Scores of civilians and 
several soldiers have been 
killed in the fighting, which 
has shown no signs of calm- 
ing down yet,” be added. 

Gen. Dostum, who con- 
trols the northern part of this 
factionaily divided country, 
ordered more than 40 aerial 
bombing raids on two gov- 
ernment-held pockets in an 
area he otherwise controls, 
the source added. 


Both sides are using heavy 
weapons in the area, which 
lies about 120 kilometres 
southwest of Gen. Dostum’s 
“capital” at Mazar-i-Sharif. 
another official said. 

Independent sources from 
the area confirmed that fight- 
ing has been raging between 
the two sides for a week, 
with casualties on both sides 
and among civilians. 

The fighting broke out 
after Mr. Masood' s forces 
tried to extend their political 
influence in the area, an act 
which Gen. Dostum saw as 
provocative, government 
and independent sources 
said. 

“Dostum attacked the two 
districts as he felt threatened 
by Masood’s forces’ 
attempts to expand their 
organisational set-ups in foe 
north.” one source told AFP. 

‘The pockets inside Dos- 
tum's area could be used by 
commanders to try and lure 
Dostum's commanders over 
to the government side, 
which would obviously 
make Dostum nervous,” the 
source added. 

The clashes in Kohestanat 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 773111-19 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDA 


PROGRAMME TWO 


15:03 Double Dragon 

14:32.. Here ’5 Lucy 

15:50 Olympic Games 

j 19:00 News in French 

19: 10 Olympic Games 

22:00 News in English 

22:15 .Olympic Games 


PRAYER TIMES 


German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Td. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman TeL 811295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 


Dr. WaBd Al Masri 6754S5 

Dr. Yousef Rashid 896301 

FIras pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy — 778336 
Al Asema pharmacy — 637055 
Al Sakun pharmacy — 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmefcani pharmacy ....637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy — 623672 
NaJib pharmacy 847632 


04:17. 

05:45 

12:42. 

16:22 

19:38 

21:07 


Fajr 

(Sunrise) Duha 

Dhuhr 

‘Asr 

-...Maghreb 

‘Lsha 


WEATHER 


CHURCHES 


SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swdfieh.Tcl. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
632785. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of tire Annunciation 
Tel. 637440. 

Deb Salk Church Tel. 66 1 757. 
Term Suncta Church Tel. 
622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
TeL 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 
77175 1 . 

.Amman International Church 

TeL 652526 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328. 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology . 

Normal summer to relative hot 
weather conditions will prevail 
during the weekend with temper- 
atures slightly higher than aver- 
age and winds northwesterly 
moderate. In Aqaba, it will be 
hot, winds northerly moderate to 
active, and seas calm. 


ERBID: 

Dr. Gbazi Th'amneh ..250080 
Al Qnds pharmacy ( — ) 


ZARQA: 

Dr.WaBdHalaseb 982799 

Khafifeh pharmacy 985417 


Overseas Calls .0 1 0230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power Company 

636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen Alia IntL Airport 08- 

53200 


Amman 22/34 

Aqaba 28/41 

Deserts 20/38 

Jordan Valley 26/40 

Yesterdays high temperatures: 
Amman 34 Aqaba 42 Humidity 
readings: Amman 23 per cent. 
Aqaba 29 per cent 


USEFUL . 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 


EMERGENCIES 
Food COnfrtrf Centre 6371 1 1 
Qvfl Defence Department 
661111 

Qvfl Defence immediate Res- 
cue .630341 

Qvfl Defence Emergency 199 
Rescue Police 192, 621111, 
637777 

Fire Brigade ,.617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

TVaffic Police -896390 

Public Security Department 
630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints -661176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 


NIGBT DUTY 
AMMAN; 

Dr. Hanna Mansour .-..798863 
Dc J urn ’a Abu Dfaiab... 758848 


Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints .787111 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

813813/32 

Khalkfl Maternity, .-64428 1 16 
Akfleh Maternity, -.642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 
642362 

Malbas, J. Amman — 636 140 
Palestine, Shmesani 60707 1 
Shmefcani Hospital — 669131 
University Hospital — 845845 
Af-Muasher Hospital 

.667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666126/37 

Al-Ahfi, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhqjreen 

777101/3 

Al-Bashir, 775111/26 

Army, Marita. 891611/15 

Queen Aha Hospital 

602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery .-865199 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa 

Govt. Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa 

National Hospital 

Ibo Sma Hospital (09)986732 
Al Hikma Modern Hospital 
(0QW909Q0 

IRBID: 

Princess 

Basina Hospital 

Greek 

Catholic Hospital 

(02)27’ >T 75 

Ibn Al 

Nafccs Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess 

Haya Hospital 

- (03)314111 


10J5 Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

11:50 .Colombo (RJ) 

1720 Moscow (RJ) 

17:30 London (RJ) 

17:30 — .Casablanca (RJ) 

17:45 New York, Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

19:00 — Bangkok, Calcutta (RJ) 

19:15 .Athens (RJ) 

2tk00 —Abu Dhabi. AI ‘Ain (RJ) 

20:25 — Rome (RJ) 

22-JO Bangkok, Kuala Lumpur 
(add) (RJ) 

01:15 Lamaca (RJ) 

04:25 Rahrain (RJ) 


Other Flights 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) informa- 
tion department at the Queen 
Alia International Airport Tel. 
(08)53200 where it should 
always be verified. 

Informauon on other flights are 
supplied on phone 08 (527001 or 
08(53250). 


06 JO -. 
13:40-. 
14:00-. 
14:40.... 
20J5-. 
20J5... 
21 : 10 - 
23 JO .... 
23:25 ... 
23:40-. 
03.-00.- 


-Tel Aviv (LY) 

Doha (GF) 

Riyadh (SV) 

ShariqahfAH) 

.Cairo (MS) 

....Paris, Damascus (AF) 

Beirut (ME) 

-Jstanbul (TK) 

London (KJ) 

Amsterdam (KL) 

— -Rome (AZ) 


I ?:■<■ :? jgflgp v - ; #*] 

11:25 ..Abu Dhabi Al ‘AinfRJ) 
12:15 — .Amsterdam. Montreal 
Toronto (RJ) 

12:15 Rome (RJ) 

12J0 Amsterdam, Chicago (RJ) 

13:10 — .Paris (RJ> 

13:20 -Athens (RJ) 

13 J5 London (RJ) 

20J5 JLamaca (RJ) 

21:10 Cairo (RJ) 

21:10- Madrid (RJ) 

21:45 _._.Doha (RJ) 

22:00 .Tunis (add) (RJ) 

22J0 —Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 
22 JO Kuala Lumpur, Jakarta 
(RJ) 

22 JO -Bahrain (add) (RJ) 

01:30 - Jeddah (RJ) 


Dep. Amman 8 KM) aan. every 
Monday 

Ait. Damascus 5KK) pan. every 
Monday 

Dep. Damascus 7 JO aon. 
every Sunday 

Arc Amman 5:00 pan. every 
Sunday 


Other Flights 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 


ARRIVALS 


09J0 Aqaba (RW) 

19:45 Tel Aviv <RW) 


07 J5 Tel Aviv (LY) 

07:45 .Brina, London (BA) 

08:45 Beirut (ME) 

14J0 Abu Dhabi, Muscat (GF) 

15:30 - Riyadh (SV) 

15 JO Algiers (AH) 

21:25 Cairo (MS) 

23 J5 Damascus, Paris ( AF) 

00:40 -Beirut, Amsterdam (KL) 

04:00 — RjomeiAZ) 

0&00 Istanbul (TK) 

06:40 London (KJ) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 


DEPARTURES 


Royal Wings (RW) nights 


08 J0-... 
09:15-, 
10:05 — 
10 : 20 - 
1OJ0 - 


Sanaa (RJ) 

.Dhahran (add) (RJ) 

-Riyadh (RJ) 

Beirut (RJ) 

— New Delhi(RJ) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06 J5 Beirut iRJ) 

07:00 — Moscow (RJ) 

11:15 . — Amsterdam. New York 
(RJ) 


10:00 Aqaba (RW) 

20J0 Aqaba (from Tel Aviv) 
(RW) 


HUAZ RAILWAY 
TRAIN 


Upper/Iou er price in fils per kg. 

ADole.._. 

. . .700500 

Banana 600/600 

Banana t raukhammar) .520520 

Banana (imported).. 

800500 


400/300 

Carrot 

170/90 

Cauliflower. 

___250/160 

Cucumber (large) -. 

2207140 

Cucumber (small) .. 

350/220 

BEgplanL 

.—200/120 

Garlic 

.650/400 

fcmK jmnau 

Lemon 

..—670/400 

Marrow (large) 

250/150 

Marrow (small) ..._ 

jlOO/250 

Mulukhiah 

11070 

Onion (dry) . _ 

.—050/80 

Okra - _ 

—750/458 

Pea- 

-650/400 

Pear 

— 750/500 j 

Peach 

„.... 750600 : 

Pepper (hot) 

320/200 

Pepper (sweet) 2 

— 320000 
130/220 

Suing Bean. 

.680/400 

Sweet melon - 

220/140 

Tomfltp* 

120/70 

Water melon 

170/110 
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and Sanjarak districts of 
Saripul province — govern- 
ment-held pockets within 
Dostum's territory — could 
deal a serious blow to rela- 
tions between him and 
Kabul whicji' is'. attehijku^ 1 
to woo the northern leader,' 
analysts said. , 

'Gen. Dostum’s party has 
reportedly been holding talks 
with the government, which 
is desperately trying to 
broaden its base by attracting 
other factional leaders. 

“Perhaps the government 
was trying to put pressure on 
Dostum to come into foe# 
administration by boosting 
its presence and possibly its 
forces in foe north,” one ana- 
lyst said. 

Former Mujahedeen fac- 
tions that fought foe Soviet 
occupation in foe 1980s and 
early this decade have been 
battling each other for power 
since they helped topple the 
last communist government 
in 1992. 

The north of Afghanistan is 
largely controlled by Gen. 
Dostum's forces, but the area 
is also covered by a complex 
patchwork of pockets of 
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^Princess Basma stresses scouts’ role in Kingdom 
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AMMAN (Petra) — HRH 
Princess Basma urged the 
quick publication of a 
booklet featuring the Jor- 
danian scout movement 
and said practical steps are 
needed to move along the 
construction of the Jordan- 
ian Scouts and Girl Guides 
Society (JSGGS) building 
at A1 Hussein Youth City. 

At a meeting of the exec- 
utive committee of the 
JSGGS, the Princess told 
the committee that it 
^hould maintain close 
cooperation with the local 
communities and empha- 
sised the role of the scout 
movement in the Kingdom. 

Princess Basma is the 
society’s president. 

At the beginning of the 
meeting Minister of Edu- 
cation Munther Masri dis- 
cussed plans for activating 
the society’s role and sub- 
mitted a working paper 
featuring the scout move- 
ment in the country, its 
achievements and activities 
over the years. 

The Jordanian scouts’ 
participation in various 



Basma Wednesday meets with officials of the Jordanian Scouts and 
Girl Guides Society (JSGGS) (Petra photo) 

international scout activi- 
ties was one of the topics 
during the talks where 
Hmoud Khreisat was elect- 
ed the society’s secretary 


genera] and Saif 
Dawaghreh the society’s 
media spokesman. 

Minister of Interior Awad 
Khleifat and representa- 


tives of the ministries of 
Education, Higher Educa- 
tion and Youth attended the 
meeting. 


2 women receive death sentence for infant murder 


By Rana Husseini 

♦ Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Two 
women were sentenced 
to death in absentia 
Wednesday by the 
Amman Criminal Court 
after being found guilty 
of murdering a new-born 
in October 1994. 

The court tribunal, 
comprised of Judges 
Ismael Hmouz. Mifleh 
Mobeidin. and Marwan 
Dabbas, found Kawthar 
Khalil, 50. and her 
daughter Muna Abdul 
Ruhman, 27, guilty of 
murdering a seven-month, 
old male infant in Jabar 
Amman. ,/ _V. 

The whereabouts of 
both women were 
unknown so they were 
tried in absentia, judicial 
sources said. 

According to court 
papers, Ms. Ruhman had 


an affair with a man. 
whom she alleged raped 
her on one of their dates. 

The woman became 
pregnant and informed 
her mother and they had 
the child delivered by a 
midwife, the documents 
said. 

On Oct. 18, 1994, the 
day of the incident, the 
prosecution charged that 
Ms. Khalil took the child 
to A1 Bashir Hospital in 
Amman and left him 
under a tree. The authori- 
ties found the child dead. 

Forensic examinations 
performed on the body 
indicated that he received 
Several blows to his head, 
causing internal bleeding 
which lead to his death. 

“Both women plotted to 
get rid of this ‘unwanted 
child,’ and they both 
deserve the death penal- 
ty,” the court said. 

Both verdicts will be 


reviewed by a higher 
court within 30 days. 

Meanwhile, a 23-year- 
old man convicted and 
sentenced three years ago 
for the murder of a 12- 
year-old boy Wednesday 
was acquitted of die mur- 
der when the court over- 
turned the original ver- 
dict on appeal. 

The court tribunal was 
presided over by Judges 
Abdul Ruhman Tawfiq. 
Ismael Hmouz, and 

Mifleh Mobeidin. 

Upon hearing their 

decision to acquit him of 
the charges of shooting 
and killing Abdul Halifn 
Abu Gtianem during a 
quarrel in May,. 1993, 
Basem Abu Rukbeh Burst 
into tears. 

Mr. Rukbeh, who was 
apprehended on May 11, 
1993, was tried by a pre- 
vious court tribunal and 
sentenced to 15 years. 


and then reduced to half 
because the family of the 
victim dropped charges. 

The court had relied on 
two witnesses who par- 
ticipated in the brawl and 
claimed that they saw 
Mr. Rukbeh shooting at 
the victim, court docu- 
ments said. 

When the defence attor- 
ney requested a retrial, 
one of die two witnesses 
who was recalled to testi- 
fy told the court that he 
was paid JD 500 to give 
false information. 

The court ordered both 
witnesses to stand trial on 
perjury, judicial sources 
said. ’ ’’ 

“The court found that 
Mr. Rukbeh did not shoot 
the victim, in fact he 
came to the scene after 
the youth was shot,” the 
court said. 
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Parliament committee condemns Israeli move 
to allow Jews to pray inside Haram A1 Sharif 


AMMAN (Petra) — An 
Israeli supreme court’s 
decision allowing Jews to 
pray inside the A1 Haram A1 
Sharif holy shrine in 
Jerusalem was Wednesday 
condemned in a statement 
by the Arab and 
International Affairs Com- 
mittee of the Lower House 
of Parliament 
According to the state- 
ment, His Majesty King 
Hussein defended the sanc- 
tity of the shrines in 
Jerusalem in several 


international fora and will 
continue his efforts to pre- 
serve the Arab character of 
the city. 

“The committee consid- 
ers the Israeli supreme 
court’s decision as another 
serious link in a long chain 
of acts of aggression and 
flagrant violations against 
the sanctity of the, holy 
shrines in Jerusalem”, the 
statement said. 

A1 Haram A1 Sharif com- 
prises two of Islams holiest 
places, AJ Aqsa Mosque 


and the Dome of the Rock. 

It stated that Israel shows 
its disregard to the feelings 
of hundreds of millions of 
Arabs and Muslims by act- 
ing in such a provocating 
manner in the holy city 
which holds spiritual and 
religious significance to 
Muslims around the world 

‘The Arab and Inter- 
national Affairs committee 
considers the Israeli move 
extremely dangerous and is 
urging the government to 
adopr "a strong position 


against this step and 
appeals to several Arab and 
Muslim governments to 
adopt similar stands vis-a- 
vis the Israeli court's deci- 
sion.” the statement 
declared. 

It also appealed to world 
organisations including the 
U.N. Security Council and 
the Organisation of Islamic 
Conference - 10 support a 
just and durable peace to 
openly condemn Israel’s 
latest decision on A1 Haram 
A1 Sharif. 


Free zone 
fire losses 
still to be 
estimated 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A large 
fixe Tuesday evening 
engulfed storehouses in a 
built up area of the Zarqa 
Free Zone, resulting in 
large material losses but no 
official estimates were 
released yet, according to 
Civil Defence Department 
(CDD) Director Theeb 
Maani. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti Wednesday 
inspected the area and was 
briefed by CDD officers 
who supervised the fire- 
fighting. 

The CDD fire-fighters 
brought the fire under con- 
trol after several hours. 
Maj. Geo. Maani told Jor- 
dan Television Wednesday. 

Maj. Gen. Maani said a 
CDD investigation into the 
cause of the fire is current- 
ly under way, no human 
casualties have been 
reported and material loss-: 
es resulting from, the -fire 
are still to be estimated 

He said that an investiga- 
tion committee comprising 
the CDD and the Public 
Security Department 
(PSD) has been set up and 
is currently conducting 
investigations into the 



Minister of Education Munther Masri Wednesday meets with a visiting United Arab 
Emirates delegation headed by Salem Ghemai, under secretary of the UAE’s Ministry 
of Education (Petra photo) 


Jordan offers UAE educational expertise 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Educa- 
tion Munther Masri Wednesday told a 
Visiting United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
delegation thatjjjordap is wilting to pro- 
vide. their country’s schools wife needed' 
expertise. 

At a meeting with Salem Ghemai, 
under secretary of the UAE’s Ministry of 
Education, Dr. Masri said Jordan can 
provide teachers, and experts on exami- 
nations, school curricula, school text- 
books, educational planning and admin- 


istrative development. 

He outlined the educational system in 
Jordan and plans for further develop- 
ment. 

Prior to meeting Dr. Masri and Mr. 
Ghemai discussed prospects for educa- 
tional cooperation with Ministry Secre- 
tary General Izzat Jaradat who outlined 
the ministry's plan to overhaul the educa- 
tional system in implementation of the 
1987 national educational conference's 
resolutions. 


8 

he 

iW 

t 

Stfsf 
1 , &£ 


i 

r K- 
fcu 

m-VU 

BiVJ 

i- hi 

« -.1 U 

: K 
* 

..#.!■ 

s at 


,i « 

m* 

>a. 

Wj*- 
i\\ - 

fttV 
«.«’■ 
ifcl ’ 
i*/- 

»ffc 

sJU- 




Mi *nL»' 

J - - 

t*T l«J. 

Ki( • 

KipbtU' 

\j\KKr 


rRli'J- 


<1 :: 


I 

l J- 


•* * 

M*- 1 - 
M* ■- 

- 

t * .« 

j * ;j 

ft* 

ft* 

ft#* 1 

Vs'-^ ■ 

f.n'.V* 

VW ■ *■ ■ 


IC*' 

.1** 


i 1 " . 
Sv' 


-is? 

o-: 1 




"Ministry begins processing 
university applications 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Appli- 
cations for national and 
international scholarships 
for undergraduate studies 
at the country's state 
universities will begin to be 
considered by a committee 
of the Ministry of Higher 
Education on Saturday, 
according to a ministry offi- 
cial. 

Mr. Omari Wednesday 
said that a total of 350 
scholarships in various spe- 
cialisations to countries 
involved in cultural agree- 
ments with Jordan will be 
offered to the competent 
and qualified Jordanian stu- 
dents for the coming 1996- 
97 academic year and that 
the committee will inter- 
view applicants in Amman 
and the other govemorates 


between Aug. 3 and 10. 

Mohammad Maqusi, 
head of a coordination 
committee for accepting 
students at Jordanian 
universities told a Radio 
Jordan morning programme 
today that at least 11,000 
students will be accepted 
by the Kingdom’s six pub- 
lic universities this year, 
noting that the application 
date expired Tuesday. - ... 

Dr. Maqusi, who is also 
vice-president for academic 
affairs at the University of 
Jordan, was quoted by A1 
Dustour as saying that the 
universities have not yet 
determined the grade 
requirement for the differ- 
ent faculties, and that this 
process is not expected to 
be completed before Aug. 


20 when acceptances will 
be announced. 

He told the Jordan limes 
the new academic year of 
public universities in Jor- 
dan: will begin on Sept. 21. 

Dr. Maqusi said the 
Council of Higher Educa- 
tion, which supervises the 
affairs of state universities, 
recently received a recom- 
mendation to increase the 
1 ‘ fees for postgraduate study. 

The recommendation was 
made following a six-year 
examination of the relevant 
programmes in Jordan, 
which revealed that the 
universities were facing 
recurrent financial difficul- 
ties in meeting the costs of 
training the postgraduate 
students. Dr. MaqouSi said . 
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Beilin: Israel was ready to accept Palestinian state 


(Continued from page 1) 

Ml Beilin said he pro- 
posed to Mr. Peres last 
November, shortly after the 
assassination of Mr. Rabin, 
to immediately begin seri- 
ous negotiations with the 
Palestinians on a declara- 
tion of principles which 
could then be presented to 
the Israeli voters in Novem- 
ber 1996. 

However. Mr. Peres 
rejected Mr. Beilin's sug- 
gestion and said formal 
negotiations on a final 
peace agreement should 
only begin, as scheduled, in 
May 1996. Ml Peres then 
called early elections, and 
the plan — elements of 
which had been leaked — 
disappeared from the public 
agenda. 

Mr. Beilin suggested 
Wednesday that Mr. Peres’ 


Labour Party would have 
had a better chance in the 
May elections bad it pre- 
sented such a framework 
agreement to the voters, 
including the Palestinians’ 
readiness to set up their 
capital outside Jerusalem. 

Such an accord would 
have successfully deflated 
claims by Mr. Netanyahu 
during the campaign that 
Mr. Peres had agreed in 
principle to divide 
Jerusalem, Mr. Beilin said. 

But dose aides of Mr. 
Peres told AFP that die 
negotiations with the Pales- 
tinians did not have the 
government’s official seal 
of approval. 

“They were being super- 
vised by Mr. Beilin without 
any authorisation, behind 
the back of Rabin and 
Peres,” one of the aides 
said, asking not to be iden- 


tified. 

Mr. Beilin himself said he 
met Mr. Rabin on Nov. 1 to 
unveil the project with the 
Palestinians. It was to be 
discussed 10 days later, but 
a Jewish fanatic opposed to 
the peace process shot dead 
the prime minister on Nov. 
4. 

“Tbe assassination 
changed everything” said 
Ml Beilin. Palestinian 
negotiator Hassan Asfiir 
said be participated in the 
discussions, adding: “We 
tried to forge a framework 
for negotiationsion the final 
status (of the territories) ” 

A single session of the 
“final status” negotiations 
was held at tbe start of May 
before the talks were sus- 
pended until after tbe polls. 

“Tbe essential element 
was feat the Israelis had 
accepted a Palestinian state 


in the West Bank and 
Gaza,” Mr. As fur told 
reporters, saying Jerusalem 
would have been the capital 
of two states with “part of 
the city having a special 
status.” 

But he cautioned that “do 
final accord bad been 
reached.” 

Under the compromise 
plan, “west Jerusalem 
would be recognised as tbe 
capital of Israel, which 
would in turn recognise Al 
Quds outside the (Israeli) 
municipal limits as the cap- 
ital of Palestine," ' ’Mr. 
Hirschfeld said. 

The Palestinians would be 
allowed to fly their flag on 
the Temple Mount in 
Jerusalem’s annexed old 
city, which would neverthe- 
less remain under Israeli 
control but without formal 
sovereignty. 


“It was important from a 
historical point of view that 
this agreement be revealed 
to the public,” Mr. 
Hirschfeld said. 

He maintained tbe secret 
negotiations with the Pales- 
tinian National Authority 
(PNA) had the backing of 
the government and that 
their results were “perfectly 
acceptable to Yitzhak Rabin 
and Shimon Peres.” 

He was not sure whether 
Ml Arafat had personally 
approved the preliminary 
sucqrd bu£ said J#; , had the 
support' of “the highest 
ranks” of the PNA. 

“The Palestinians told us 
that it would cake just one 
or two more months of 
negotiation to resolve all 
the points” if Mr. Peres 
could win the Israeli elec- 
tions, Mr. Hirschfeld said. 


Radioactive accident leads 
to 25 hospitalised in Iran 

two mini-reactors of 


Torture leaves Palestinian detainee 
brain dead; Arafat orders inquiry 


(Continued from page 1) 

Iran has no operational 
nuclear power stations. 
German firms had begun 
construction of two nuclear 
power plants but work was 
suspended after the 1979 
Islamic revolution citing 
the sensitivity of the tech- 
nology involved. 

Russia is providing assis- 
tance to build a 1, 000- 
megawatts nuclear reaction 
in the southern Gulf Port of 
Busbehr and tbe plants is 
due to be operational in five 
years. 

Iran also possesses five 
research reactors, including 
an Argentine-designed 
5,000-kilowatts experimen- 
tal reactor in a research 
centre at Tehran University, 
according to IAEA. 

The others are in the cen- 
tral city of Esfahan: One is 
a 30-kilowatt Chinese- 
made research reactor and 


unspecified power. 

The nuclear technology 
centre in Esfahan also pos- 
sesses a fourth research 
reactor. 

There is also nuclear 
equipment in use in a med- 
ical centre in Karaj, a sub- 
urb 40 kilometres west of 
the capital. 

Israel and the United 
States accuse Iran of seek- 
ing to develop nuclear 
weapons and have pres- 
sured Iran’s main nuclear 
partners — Russia and 
China — to withhold assis- 
tance. 

Iran has steadfastly 
denied the accusation say- 
ing it is interested in 
nuclear technology for 
purely civilian purposes, 
allowing IAEA to regularly 
inspect its sites. Last 
month’s accident was the 
first of its kind to be report- 
ed in the Islamic republic. 


(Continued from page 1) 

Up until last year, tbe cell 
carried out a wave of shoot- 
ings and killings of Pales- 
tinian s it accused of 

immoral acts or collaborat- 
ing with Israel. 

Tbe Palestinian security 
chief for the northern West 
Bank, General Saadi Al 
Naji, acknowledged that Mr. 
JemayeTs injuries were the 
result of a violent interroga- 
tion. 

But tbe official argued that 
such a case was tbe excep- 
tion. “We should not 
deduce from this that the 
Palestinian security and 
raison services resort to tor- 
ture.” 

However, Al Haq said it 
had proof of other torture 
cases in Palestinian prisons, 
notably in Jericho. 

- Khader Shkirar, director 


of LAWE, visited Mr. 
Jemayel in Ramallah hospi- 
tal and reported “multiple 
lacerations all over his 
body." 

“He appears to have been 
branded with a hot iron 
instrument ... both hands 
and his ankles have been 
wounded, apparently by 
wire,” Mr. Shkirat told the 


Palestinian daily Al Ayyam. 

LAWE said it “cannot find 
words adequate to describe 
how horrific it sees this 
crime ... The armed forces 
of the Palestinian authority 
have proven themselves 
completely outside normal 
standards of conduct and 
capable of the grossest bru- 
tality." 
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Regional states impose economic 
sanctions against Burundi 


ARUSHA, Tanzania (Agen- 
cies) — Delegates to a re- 
gional summit decided 
Wednesday to impose eco- 
nomic sanctions against the 
tiny central African state of 
Burundi and condemned 
last Thursday’s coup d'etat 
there by the Tutsi-dominat- 
ed army, the final commu- 
nique said. 

The summit took no 
definitive action to revive a 
plan to send a regional 
peacekeeping force to Bu- 
rundi, where tens of thou- 
sands of people have died 
since Tutsi soldiers assassi- 
nated the country’s first 
Hutu president, Melchior 
Ndadaye. in October 1993. 

It did. however, call for 
the application of decisions 
taken at a similar summit on 
Burundi in this northern 
Tanzanian town on June 25, 
when the regional leaders 
agreed to a request by the 
Hutu president and Tutsi 
prime minister then in 
power for military assis- 
tance. 

Senior military officers 
from the region began dra- 
wing up plans for a peace- 
keeping force, but the idea 


ran into fierce opposition in 
Burundi, where President 
Sylvestre Ntibantunganya 
and Prime Minister Antoine 
Nduwayo were branded as 
traitors. 

It is also opposed by 
strongman Pierre Buyoya, a 
Tutsi and former president, 
who overthrew Mr. Ntiban- 
tunganya on July 25 in a 
bloodless putsch. 

The one-day meeting in 
this northern Tanzanian 
town grouped leaders from 
Tanzania, Uganda. Kenya. 
Rwanda, Ethiopia. Zaire 
and Cameroon fas chairman 
of the Organisation of Af- 
rican Unity). 

No Burundian representa- 
tives took part, but rival del- 
egations representing Maj. 
Buyoya and Mr. Ntiban- 
tunganya lobbied delega- 
tions here before the sum- 
mit opened. 

The leaders decided to put 
“maximum pressure on the 
regime of Burundi, includ- 
ing the imposition of eco- 
nomic sanctions, in order to 
bring about the conditions 
of return to normality," the 
communique said. 

It also urged the immedi- 


ate opening of uncondition- 
al negotiations between all 
factions, including those 
outside the country, a refer- 
ence taken to refer to Hutu 
guerrilla groups. 

Meanwhile. Burundi's 
Tutsi-dominated army said 
Tuesday it killed 30 Hutus 
in central Gitega region at 
the weekend after a rebel 
attack on a coffee research 
station. 

But Hutus in the area dis- 
puted the army’s version 
and said soldiers lulled 36 
civilians after the rebel 
attack Saturday at the coffee 
plant in Gashuha. 

“It was a military inter- 
vention that followed an 
attack by Hum rebels on an 
economic research station 
and 30 Hutu rebels were 
killed," army spokesman 
Lieutenant-Colonel Isaie 
Nibizi told Reuters by tele- 
phone from Bujumbura. 

On Tuesday the coffee sta- 
tion was still smoking and 
the countryside, usually 
crowded, was empty of ci- 
vilians who were too terri- 
fied to be seen from the 
road. 

1c the surrounding hills. 


large tracts of farmland 
were also smouldering and 
Hutu civilians claimed the 
army had mounted a 
scorched-earth policy in an 
attempt to flush out rebels. 

Human rights monitors 
have repeatedly accused the 
army of routinely killing 
civilians in reprisals after 
rebel attacks and Maj. 
Buyoya. a Tutsi, promised 
after seizing power that he 
would restore discipline to 
the armed forces. 

Militant Tutsi youths took 
to the streets of Gitega town 
Tuesday to show support for 
Maj. Buyoya. while Hutus 
fled into the hills to the 
north. 

Gitega, Burundi’s second 
town about 100 kilometres 
east of Bujumbura, is set oa 
a hill in ferule country 
which is ideal for growing 
tea and coffee, the country’s 
main export crops. 

“I am not against Buyoya. 
1 don't care who is the pres- 
ident, but the most impor- 
tant thing is that the array 
stops killing innocent civil- 
ians." said Tarsis Kanya- 
buku, a poor farmer. 

“Maybe Buyoya allowed 
these latest killings because 
he is not organised yet. but 
he cannot allow die killings 
to continue,” he told Reu- 
ters. 

He also begged for Hutu 
rebels to stop using the area 
as a battleground as this 
brought army reprisals on 
civilians. 

The hospital in the town is 
still home to many casual- 
ties from a massacre in Bu- 
gendaga earlier this month 
when over 300 Tutsis were 
killed. Among those in the 
clinic were women with 
severe bums and bayonet 
wounds to the head. 

Around 150,000 people 
have died in ethnic fighting 
in the troubled central 
African state which fol- 
lowed an attempted coup 
against the country’s first 
democratically elected pres- 
ident three years ago. 

At least 62 
drown 
after ferry 
hits log 
in India 

GUWAHATL India (AFP) 
— At least 62 people 
drowned when a crowded 
feny hit a log and sank 
overnight in a rain-swollen 
river in the far eastern 
Indian state of Arunachal 
Pradesh, police said 
Wednesday. 

At least 20 passengers 
were missing, a police 
spokesman told AFP in 
Guwahati. the capital of the 
neighbouring state of As- 
sam. 

Witnesses told police that 
they saw 12 passengers 
swimming to the banks of 
the swirling Nadihing river 
after the boat capsized. 

“Since there were no 
tickets given to passengers 
boarding the ferry, there 
could have been more than 
100 people on the boat 
when it sank," the police 
spokesman said. 

Other officials said the 
ferry was carrying more 
than 80 passengers and two 
vehicles when it sank late 
Tuesday in the Nadihing, 
one of the two dozen rivers 
criss-crossing Arunachal 
Pradesh. 

The United News of 
India in a report from the 
Arunachal Pradesh capital 
Itanagar said die feny sank 
after colliding with a log. 

Indian array divers Wed- 
nesday joined a massive 
search operation in the 
swirling waters of the 
Nadihing, police said. They 
fished 10 bodies out of the 
water Wednesday to take to 
62 the known number of 
fatalities so far. 

It was the worst ferry dis- 
aster in six months in 
India’s remote far east, 
which has experienced 
severe flooding from the 
monsoon rains. 

Twelve people drowned 
when a smaller ferry cap- 
sized in February in 
Arunachal Pradesh. 



A 38-year-old woman shot through the head-ra Central Gitega province is lifted onto 
a hospital bed. Civilians in the area claim that Burundi's Ihtd dominated army killed 
some 30 civilians following a rebel attack on a coffee plantation (Renter photo) 

Indonesia arrests union leader 


JAKARTA (R) — Indonesia has arrested 
independent labour leader Much tar 
Pakpahan as part of a probe into a left-wing 
political group blamed for weekend riots in 
Jakarta, officials and trade unionists said 
Wednesday. 

Mr. Pakpahan was taken into custody late 
Tuesday night after two days of rumours in 
the Indonesian capital of fresh unrest fol- 
lowing riots Saturday in which at least four 
people died. 

There was no apparent public reaction to 
his arrest and Jakarta seemed mostly peace- 
ful. Some troops still patrolled the streets 
but there were no reports of protests. 

Officials of Mr. Pakpahan's Indonesian 
Labour Welfare Union (SBSi) said Mr. 
Pakpahan was taken into custody by offi- 
cials from the attorney -general's office. 

The warrant, obtained by Reuters from 
the SBSI. said Mr. Pakpahan was arrested 
as part of an investigation into the subver- 
sive activites of Budiman Sudjatmiko, 
leader of the People's Democratic Party 
I PRD), and his group's members. 

The maximum penalty for subversion in 
Indonesia is death. 

Authorities were not immediately avail- 
able for comment on Mr. Pakpahan’s deten- 
tion. 

The head of the Indonesian military's 
socio-political division, Lieutenant-General 
Svarwan Hamid, told a rare briefing for for- 
eign journalists and diplomats that the left- 
wing PRD was behind the weekend rioting 
in which 236 people were arrested. 

Mr. Pakpahan was sentenced in 
November 1994 to three years in prison for 
inciting riots in the city of Medan in April 
that year. He was freed in May last year by 
the Supreme Court. 

Saturday's riots were triggered by a police 

1 


raid on the headquarters of the Indonesian 
Democratic Party tPDI) to evict supporters 
of ousted PDI leader Megawati 
Sukarnoputri. 

An angry crowd rampaged through a dis- 
trict near the headquarters, torching at least 
10 buildings and scores of vehicles. 

Gen. Hamid said the Communist threat 
was real in Indonesia, which went through a 
coup attempt in 1965 blamed on the 
Communists. He said the PRD used 
rhetoric, tactics and a party structure similar 
to the now-banned Communist Party of 
Indonesia (PKI ). 

“History can be repeated. If you know the 
story of communism fin Indonesia) it hap- 
pened in 1 926. it was repeated in 1 948 and 
it also occured in 1965. This is a very real 
experience for us.” he said. 

President Suharto banned the Indonesian 
Communist Party (PKI) in 1966 in one of 
his first acts on coming to power. 

Gen. Humid said Mr. Sudjatmiko was the 
son of a former Communist linked to the 
September 1965 coup. 

He said the government needed to be firm 
with the PRD as communism in Indonesia 
started from a small group in 1924 and 
ended with millions of members by the time 
of the coup attempt. 

Those in contact with PRD members say 
they have gone underground. Gen. Hamid 
said he was confident the military would 
soon apprehend key PRD members. 

Both Mr. Pakpahan and the PRD have 
supported Ms. Megawati, the daughter of 
Indonesia’s late founding President 
Sukarno, in her battle against government- 
backed rebels trying to take over the PDI. 

Aides to Ms. Megawati said she was still 
in her Jakarta residence and there were no 
repons of any other arrests. 




An Indonesian policeman stands guard in a room Wednesday trashed by members « 
the government-backed faction of Indonesia Democratic Party (PDI) when they raid 
ed the party headquarters last weekend with the aid of hundreds of riot polic 
(Reuter photo) 



Claudette Colbert the qaeeu of 1930 ’s Hollywood comedies died Tuesday at her home 
in Barbados at age 92. Shirley Ifemple (left) and Claudette Colbert are shown in this 
file photo as they congratulate each other after they had received the 1935 awards of 
the Motion Picture Academy. Shirley was given a special award for her performances 
in a series of movies, while Claudette’s performance in It Happened One Night was 
voted the best movie of the year (Reuter photo.) 

Claudette Colbert, 1930s 
star of stage and screen, dies 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Claudette Colbert, 
who died Tuesday at her home iu Barbados 
at age 92, began her career as an actress 
performing in stark dramas before she went 
on to gain fame as the queen of 1930s 
comedies. 

Colbert, whose dimpled, cherubic looks 
masked a fiercely independent mind, shied 
from publicity. Nonetheless, her sprite 
sophistication and firm business dealings 
made her Hollywood’s highest paid per- 
former in 1938. 

The film widely considered her best. It 
Happened One Night, earned a 1934 
Academy Award not only for herself but for 
co-star Clark Gable and director Frank 
Capra. 

Colbert separated herself from the studio 
star system of contract performers before 
most actors realised the system was being 
set up. She was known also by her love of 
the theatre. 

“There's really nothing like that wonder- 
ful feeling of facing your audience,” she 
said. “I never'ibof/ghr of movies until the 
•1-929- -crash. When? that earned > the : money ' 
seemedrto dry up <m-:Broadway.”j , j<.ju. :rj,r 

In her later years, /movie rtiMPBecame 
more scarce. She Finally relented and 
appeared in a television programme in 
1987, co-starring with Ann-Maigret in The 
Two Mrs. Grenvilles. 

Colbert was bom Claudette Lily 
Chauchoin in Paris in 1903. She moved 
with her family to the United States in 
1906. 

Originally intending to become a stenog- 
rapher, Colbert switched to the stage after a 
meeting at a party with the author of a play 
called The Wild Wescotts. She appeared in 
it in 1923, and quickly graduated to lead 
roles. 

In 1 927. she made her first and only silent 
film. For The Love Of Mike, in which she 
played a young woman cheering at a boat 
race between Harvard and Yale colleges. 

Colbert returned to the stage, and was 
soon recruited by Hollywood scouts for the 
new talking movies. In New York, Colbert 
starred in a number of mystery movies, 
playing a child kidnapper in one. 

In 1930. she landed the starring role in 
The Big Pond because she was bilingual 
(the film was released in both English and 
French). Her co-star was Maurice Chevalier 
who later said of her “She was lovely, 
brunette, talented and a delicious comedi- 


enne. 

She began finding success in comedy 
with 1933’s Tonight Is Ours, written by 
Noel Coward. Following quarrels with 
Paramount, she was lent to other, smaller 
studios, which was how she ended up mak- 
ing It Happened One Night. 

It was a landmark film that clearly 
defined Colbert’s civilized sexiness, as one 
critic put it. She played a runaway heiress 
pursued by a reporter (Clark Gable, who 
also had been “loaned" to Columbia for the 
picture). 

Colbert Filmed another epic for De Mille. 
Cleopatra, before returning to comedy with 
such hits as The Gilded Lily, with Fred 
MacMurray. and “she married her boss," 
with Melvyn Douglas. 

In 1940. she turned down a then unheard 
of contract offer — $200.00(1 a year from 
Paramount She said she could make more 
money as a freelance performer, which she 
did. 

Some critics considered her aloof, point- 
ing to her refusal to work after 5 p.m. and to 
‘ be photographed from the right side. She 
'.had," in fact broken her nose twice during' 
her youth in athletic accidents and simply' 
wanted to hide the bump on the right side of 
her nose. 

She found some success in the 1950s with 
such dramas as Three Came Home and The 
Secret Fury. In 1958. her appearance in the 
Broadway play The Maniage-Go-Round 
helped keep it running for 450 shows. 

Work dried up soon after. In 1961. she 
agreed to appear in Parrish, an unsuccessful 
movie whose producers gave her second- 
billing to teenage performers unknown 
today. 

Except for The Two Mrs. Grenvilles, for 
which she received glowing reviews, 
Colbert came out of retirement only to do 
The Kingfisher on Broadway in 1978 and 
Aren’t We All? with Rex Harrison, which 
played in London. New York, San 
Francisco and Los Angeles and toured 
Australia in 1987. 

She lived in a Manhattan apartment and a 
200-year-old plantation house in Barbados. 

Colbert seldom granted interviews, and 
never appeared on Broadcast talk shows. 
When asked in 1987 to sum up her life, she 
laughingly replied: “I did this picture. Then 
I went swimming. And I was happily mar- 
ried. Who gives a damn?" 


Bangladesh army chief promises 
an end to military coups 


DHAKA (AFP) — Bang- 
ladesh army chief Lieute- 
nant General Mohammad 
Mahbubur Rahman pro- 
mised an end to military 
coups in Bangladesh, a 
country whose short bloody 
history includes the assassi- 
nations of two leaders dur- 
ing military takeovers. 

“No, there will never be 
any coup in Bangladesh ... 
everyone (in the army) 
wants peace and politicians 
to run die country,” Gen. 
Rahman told AFP Tuesday 
during an informal meeting. 
It was his first comment to 
the press since taking 
charge on May 20. 

With a spotless military 
record, Gen. Rahman said 
the 100,000-strong army 
wanted to build itself into a 
disciplined force and con- 
centrate on defending the 
country, which borders 
India and Burma. 

Gen. Rahman, 56, came to 
prominence following a 
failed military revolt on 
May 20 this year. He was 
appointed army chief by 
Bangladesh President Ab- 
dur Rahman Biswas, after 
the president fired the previ- 
ous chief for his involve- 
ment in the affair. 


In the country’s first mili- 
tary coup in 1975. Bang- 
ladesh founding father 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman 
was killed along with most 
of his family members. His 
daughter, current Prime Mi- 
nister Sheikh Hasina Wajed. 
was abroad at the time. 

Former President Ziaur 
Rahman, husband of former 
prime minister and current 
opposition leader Khaleda 
Zia. was killed in a 19SI 

coup. 

Gen. Rahman deployed 
more than 40,000 troops to 
help the caretaker govern- 
ment maintain peace during 
the June 12 general elec- 
tions. the second free polls 
in Bangladesh since inde- 
pendence in 1971. 

Sheikh Hasina’s Awami 
League won the latest polls. 

The general, a civil engi- 
neer who speaks Chinese, 
added that ensuring free and 
fair elections was “an acid 
test" for the forces. 

“We have proved our neu- 
trality and distance from 
politics by helping the care- 
taker government hold an 
election acceptable to all 
and praised by international 
monitors." he said. 

Gen. Rahman said his 


relations with Sheikh Ha- 
sina. also the defence minis- 
ter. were "very good" and 
that the two were "trying to 
build a relationship of recip- 
rocal confidence." 

The premier recently 
made Gen. Rahmun the 
chief of the prestigious 
Bangladesh Olympic As- 
sociation. a step viewed 
here as a sign of his accept- 
ability. 

Soon after taking charge 
last month. Sheikh Hasina 
told the troops that her gov- 
ernment would build a 
“well-trained and disci- 
plined force" and any kind 
of "grouping or lobbying” 
would be suppressed. 

“I will keep the armed 
forces above any unwanted 
interference and the chain 
of command will be in full 
force through the service 
chiefs," she said. 

Gen. Rahman said the 
premier was working on 
those lines by setting "up a 
board for promoting offi- 
cers. a practice suspended 
for a long time, and inc- 
reased the defence budget 
for the year to June 30 
1997. 


Bedlam in Olympic 
village over free ^ 
shirts 

ATLANTA (R) — Bedlam 
erupted at the Olympic vil- 
lage Wednesday when ath- 
letes were offered free T- 
shirrs. Extra security 
guards had to be hastily 
summoned when athletes 
clambered on to the village 
disco stage to grab fistfuls 
of T-shirts being offered by 
a clothing company. The 
idea of the sponsored parry 
was for each athlete to take 
a bunch of different-sized 
T-shirts and then swap 
them with another athlete 
of a suitable size. Inter- J 
national Olympic Com-" 
raittee President Juan An- 
tonio Samaranch got the 
ball rolling by swapping 
the first T-shirr with ath- 
letes. But after he left, the 
situation started to get out 
of hand. Athletes ended up 
taking whole boxes and 
ripping out the T-shirts. 
“We had a much larger 
turnout than expected,” a 
company spokesman said 
after order was restored. 

Star TV presenter 
accused of 
attacking 
photographer 

PARIS lAFP) — France’s 
top TV news presenter has 
been accused of attacking a 
photographer taking secrO 
pictures of him while on 
holiday, according to the 
daily Liberation Wednes- 
day. Patrick Poivre D’Ar- 
vor. who anchors the main 
evening news on the pri- 
vate TFI TV channel, left 
photographer Franck Sko- 
rupan in hospital with a 
broken nose, head injuries 
and multiple bruising after 
the attack in Greece, it said. 
The 30-year-old freelance 
photographer has lodged a 
formal complaint for theft 
and grievous bodily harm 
against Mr. Poivre D’Arvor 
and his brotHer.OIivier.QVer 
j.tiie attack. on the island of 
>uSkyros Saturday. He told 
Liberation that the two 
brothers, noticing him tak- 
ing clandestine photos at 
their holiday home, beat 
him up before seizing his 
camera equipment and 
films. Mr. Poivre D’Arvor 
told the newspaper fronr^ 
Greece that the "story if 
completely laughable. All 
this to sell photos to the 
scandal sheets." The star 
journalist was suspended 
from appearing on televi- 
sion for three months earli- 
er this year after he was 
convicted in a high-profile 
corruption case. 

Swedish cuckolds 
seek redress via 
TV teletext 

STOCKHOLM (R) — 
Swedish adulterers could 
be in for a nasty surprise 
next time they turn on their 
television sets, the newspa- 
per Aftonbladet said. They 
might just see their names 
highlighted on teletext, 
along with a summary of 
their misdeeds. For just 
4.55 crowns (70 U.S. 
cents) a minute, cuckolded 
Swedes can now type mes- 
sages direct on to the Thi- 
stle Or Rose page on com- 
mercial station TV4’s teM 
text service using a toucm 
tone telephone. 

Ingredient X 
badger washes 
whiter — and 
survives 

LONDON (Ri — A badger 
was recovering at a British 
animal sanctuary from a 
scalding soak and spin 
inside a domestic washing 
machine. The animal wan- 
dered through a door cat- 
nap into a household ki- 
tchen at Petersfield, south- 
ern England, and decided 
the machine was the ideal 
place for a nap. Housewife 
Min Muldoon failed to 
notice the creature as she 
loaded the washer and set 
the programme. But sbe« 
realised it was there when** 
she opened the door to 
empty the machine. “The 
washing was very smelly 
...Then 1 detected some 
movement,’’ she said. 
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Clashes erupt after 15 die 

African stampede 

TEMBISA, South Alrica rj on in _ XT 


(R) — Fifteen rail com- 
muters died in a station 
stampede Wednesday after 
security guards with electric 
cattle prods tried to prevent 
ticketless passengers from 
boarding early-morning 
trains. 

Police and hospital 
spokesmen said 13 people 
were killed at the main sta- 


tion in the Tembisa town- 
ship northeast of Johannes- 
burg and two more died in 
hospital later. 

Hospital officials said 12 
people were critically in- 
jured. 

‘Apparently it was a mis- 
understanding between 
commuters and ticket ins- 
pectors... 13 people are 
dead, Metro Rail area man- 


ager Michael Khumalo told 
local Radio 702. 

Afterwards, angry crowds 
gathered surrounded the sta- 
tion and packed a pedestrian 
bridge over the tracks as 
scores of police and dozens 
of ambulances rushed to the 
station through the unpaved 
streets of Tembisa, one of 
the impoverished black 
townships created under 
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Angry residents demonstrate Wednesday after 15 rail commuters died in a station 
stampede m this township northeast of Johannesburg. Security guards with electric 
cattle prods tried to prevent ticketless passengers from boarding early moraine 
trains, provoking the stampede (Reuter photo) 


white rule. 

Youths burned the small 
red-brick ticket office and 
stoned police and journal- 
ists. Police repeatedly threa- 
tened the crowd and fired 
shots into the air. One radio 
report said police fired tear- 
gas. 

The security guards were 
evacuated by police from 
the ticket office to a local 
police station before the mil 
building was torched, trig- 
gering a gas-bottle explo- 
sion that blew pan of the 
roof off. 

Mr. Khumalo said the 
state-owned Metro Subur- 
ban Train Service had hired 
private security guards to 
help with a crackdown on 
the thousands of fare-do- 
dgers who travel free every 
day. 

Patrick Maneli, who was 
at the station when the stam- 
pede broke out, told Reuters 
that security staff tried to 
make passengers board one- 
by-one after showing their 
tickets. 

“They were jabbing them 
with those prodders and 
they were even hitting some 
people with the butts of 
their pump action guns. 

“People didn't know 
where to go. They were run- 
ning up and down the 
bridge — People were fal- 
ling off the bridge. Some of 



Police guard a ticket office set alight by angry residents after 15 raU commuters died in a station stampede in this 
township northeast of Johannesburg Wednesday i Reuter photo) 


them were jumping off, for- 
getting that it was loo high 
to jump. Some were jump- 
ing on other people on the 
platform.” 

Dr. Sandile Mfenyana, 
medical superintendent of 
the Tembisa Hospital, told 
reporters that 50 injured 
people were 1 treated there 
Wednesday. 

Five were moved by heli- 
copter to better equipped 
hospitals In Pretoria and 
five more were moved by 
ambulance. 

He said most of the pa- 


tients had suffered “clinical 
and electrical shock, cuts, 
bruises and internal inju- 
ries... It seems there is sug- 
gestion of some form of 
electrical shock.” 

Police Inspector Kamal 
Shivanand confirmed chat 
13 people had died at the 
scene, apparently killed in a 
stampede at the height of 
the morning rushhour 
around 6:15 a.m. (0315 
GMT). 

He said railway guards 
armed with electric cattle 
prods prevented people 


from entering the platforms 
without tickets. The crush 
developed as people in front 
tried to pull back from the 
prods and people at the back 
tried to push through. 

“It seems there was a 
stampede and people were 
trampled to death on the 
stairs leading to one of the 
trains.” he said. 

A school teacher who 
gave his name only as Si- 
mon told Radio 702 that ins- 
pectors tried to check tickets 
at the entrance to a foot- 
bridge over the line at 


Tembisa. 

“There were children and 
adult commuters rushing for 
the trains. The guards were 
trying to scare them with 
these things that looked like 
black ro-' These rods have 
got a electricity some- 
how. 

“They were killed by 
these guards while on the 
platform," he said. 

The teacher said com- 
muters routinely travelled 
without tickets on the popu- 
lar township routes to Jo- 
hannesburg. 


Sri Lankan army massing 
troops against Tamil rebels 
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COLOMBO (Agencies) — The Sri Lankan 
army is pouring troops into the north to bol- 
ster a thrust into the heart of Tamil Tiger 
rebel territory', military' officials said 
Wednesday. 

“The build-up is going on," said one offi- 
cial, who asked not to be identified. “We’re 
strengthening our forces before we resume 
the advance.” 1 J j 

He said troops were massing at the road 
junction lownof Par an than; captured on the 
first day of a new military offensive last 
Friday. But he said there would be no swift 
move from Paranthan into rebel territory on 
the northern mainland as the array needed 
to clear a maze of mines and booby traps 
laid by the Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE), which would take time. 

Military officials said the immediate tar- 
get of the new operation was the town of 
Kilin ochchi. just six kilometres south of 
Paranthan. 

The rebels evacuated their wounded from 
Kilinochchi after ii came within range of 
the army’s big guns, they said. 

The loss of the Kilinochchi hospital 
would create problems for the rebels in 
treating their casualties, many of them 
wounded in the human-wave attack on an 
army base at Mullairivu on the northeastern 
coast two weeks ago, they said. 

The LTTE shifted its centre of operations 
to Kilinochchi from the Jaffna peninsula 
after losing its main base in April. 

Before the new military offensive, there 
were some 150.000 people in Kilinochchi. a 
town strung out along Sri Lanka’s main 
north-south highway. 

Sri Lankan aid workers and diplomats 
said many of these had left, including most 
international aid workers, as the army 
advanced, backed by tanks, helicopter gun- 
ships and bombers. 

“Some have gone to refugee camps else- 
where on the mainland," said one aid work- 


er. “Others are scattered around the area 
and are on their own.” 

Deputy Finance Minister Gamini 
Lakshraan Peiris told reporters Wednesday 
the war was hurting the economy with 
defence spending one-third over budget in 
little more than seven months of the finan- 
cial year to Dec. 31. 

He said people “realise that a country, like. 
Sri Lanka cannot spend 50 billion rupees in 
part of the year alone, 6.5 per cent of GDP... 
without their economic circumstances 
being hurt.” 

The government had allocated 38 billion 
rupees ($690 million) for defence spending, 
but Mr. Peiris said the figure would reach 
50 billion by the second week of August. 

A military statement said Tuesday that 
rebel radio transmissions intercepted by the 
array bad named 54 rebel fighters killed so 
far in the new offensive. The army says 17 
soldiers were killed on the first day. 

Some 3,000 guerrillas overran an array 
base at Mullaitivu on July 18, killing or 
capturing almost the entire garrison of more 
than 1,000 men. 

Shortly afterwards, two bombs killed at 
least 57 people on a suburban commuter 
train in Colombo. The government has 
blamed the attack on the Tigers, who have 
denied responsibility. 

Tamil guerrillas said Wednesday that 
thousands of Tamil civilians faced starva- 
tion after fleeing their homes in Sri Lanka's 
north to escape heavy shelling by the 
advanc ing m ilitary. 

The LTTE said nearly 200,000 Tamils had 
deserted their homes following “indiscrim- 
inate” artillery attacks in and around 
Kilino chchi . 

An LTTE statement from London said the 
military shelling was to avenge the loss of 
an entire garrison in the town of Mullaitivu 
in the northeast where more than 1,200 sol- 
diers were allegedly killed by the Tigers. 


2 missing as typhoon batters Taiwan 
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TAIPEI (R) — At least two people were 
missing, hundreds of homes were flooded 
by high tides and domestic airports and 
■ ports were closed Wednesday as typhoon 
» herb howled towards Taiwan. 

By 4.00 p.m. fOSOO GMT) Wednesday, 
the storm was 190 kilometres east-south- 
east of northern Taiwan and moving north- 
west at 23 kph 114.3 mph) towards the 
island, the Central Weather Bureau said. 

“The typhoon has shown signs ot slowing 
down in the past few hours,” a bureau offi- 
cial said bv telephone. . 

Herb, the second typhoon to hit the island 
in a week, is expected to make landfall at 
about 7.00 p.m. (1100 GMT), a weather 
forecaster said. 

Torrential rain swept through northern 
and eastern Taiwan and was expected to 
unleash its worst onslaught on late 
Wednesday and early Thursday. 

Herb wiU be 200 kilometres west of capi- 
tal Taipei at 2.00 p.m. (0600 GMT) 
Thursday, the bureau said. 

Streets were almost empty with most 
shops closed in Taipei after the government 
urged people to stay indoors. 

Strong winds blew away some billboards 
and swept many motorcyclists to the 

ground. . . 

Weather officials said the storm, P?™ng 
maximum sustained winds of 191 kph (its 
mph) and gusts of up to 234 kph (145 mph). 
was expected to cover much of the island. 

People rushed to stockpile food while all 
financial markets and official agencies 
were dosed. 


A seven-year-old schoolboy was swept 
out to sea while playing on a beach in the 
northeastern county of Hualien, the 
Emergency Typhoon Rescue Centre said in 
a statement. 

The other person missing, a 63-year-old 
fisherman, put to sea off southern Chiayi 
county Tuesday afternoon but had not 
returned, the centre said. 

Rescue officials said they could not 
search for the two due to heavy seas. 

In Putai, a coastal village of 5,000 people 
in the southern county of Chiayi. at least 
200 homes were flooded by high tides. 

Some lower parts of Taipei along the 
banks of the Tanshui River were also flood- 
ed. 

Three domestic airports, including the 
one in the capital Taipei, were closed 
Wednesday but the international airport 
was open. Many ports, harbours and rail 
lines have also closed. 

Most boats returned to harbour, including 
nearly 40 “boat hotels" used to accommo- 
date some 2.000 Chinese fishermen hired 
by Taiwanese fishing boats. 

The government has set up disaster cen- 
tres across the island, with state radio and 
television repeating warnings to the public 
to prepare for landslides and high tides. 

Herb is the second typhoon io hit Taiwan 
this year after typhoon Gloria killed three 
people last week. The storm triggered land- 
slides in southern Taiwan and destroyed 
crops worth 580 million Taiwan dol- 
lars^! million). 


Saragossa 
bomb 
attack 
injures 2 

SARAGOSSA, Spain 
(AFP) — A bomb blast 
rocked a French car dealer- 
ship .Wednesday in north- 
eas|t‘ Spain, injuring, two 
people- in the latest* of a 
wave of attacks blamed on 
Basque separatists. 

One of those injured in 
the blast at the Citroen 
dealership, an employee at 
the firm, was in critical 
condition. 

The interior Ministry 
said no particular terrorist 
organisation could be 
blamed until analysis of the 
explosives had been car- 
ried out. However, police 
said they suspected the 
Basque separatist organisa- 
tion ETA, which has previ- 
ously attacked car dealers, 
was behind the attack. 

A package which had 
been left in front of the 
dealership at Calatayud, 
near Saragossa, exploded 
as car dealer Henninio Iba- 
nez, accompanied by his 
son Sergio, took it inside 
and tried to open it, local 
government officials said, 
Mr. Ibanez suffered hor- 
rific intestinal injuries and 
his left hand was also “cat- 
astrophically” damaged, 
doctors said. 

They said surgeons were 
operating on him in Cala- 
tayud hospital. 

Provided his condition 
stablised, he will be trans- 
ferred to Saragossa Hos- 
pital later in the day. 

The son suffered less 
serious injuries, notably to 
his eye, and his ear drums 
burst. 

Also Wednesday, Basque 
police said petrol bombs 
were hurled at a Peugeot 
car dealership in Zamudio, 
near Bilbao in the Basque 
region, but added that no 
one was injured in the 
attack which took place at 
4:00 a.m. (0200 GMT). 

Six cars were burned out 
and the building was badly 
damaged, police said. 

Government officials 
stressed that no one bad 
claimed Wednesday's 
bomb attack, which distin- 
guished it from a series of 
attacks against tourist tar- 
gets. 

Since early July, ETA has 
intensified its anti-govern- 
ment campaign, and has 
particularly targeted coas- 
tal resorts with the aim of 
ruining Spain's lucrative 
tourism industry, which is 
the country’s main source 
of hard currency. 

A bomb injured 35 peo- 
ple when it exploded at 
Reus Airport near Tarrgona 
earlier this month. 



A Russian armoured personnel carrier takes postition in the mountains of southern Chechenya. Russian forces 
have stepped up their attacks on rebel positions over the past three weeks to try to put an end to the conflict with 
Chechen separatists, which has dragged on for almost 20 months (Reuter photo) 

5 Russians killed in Chechenya, planes bomb south 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Five 
Russian soldiers were killed 
by an explosion in war-tom 
Chechenya as Russian war- 
planes continued to bomb 
suspected rebel areas in the 
north Caucasus republic, 
officials said Wednesday. 

The five soldiers died and 
a sixth was injured when an 
explosive device went off 
on their route back to base 
Tuesday, Interfax quoted 
the military command as 
saying. 

There were no further de- 
tails, but Russian soldiers 
regularly hit landmines, or 
are ambushed with rocket- 
propelled grenades, as they 
move about in armoured 
personnel carriers and 
tanks. 

Another 11 soldiers were 
injured and one died in sep- 
arate incidents, military of- 
ficials said. 

Meanwhile, Russian jet 
planes bombed around the 
village of Shatoi, in the 
Caucasus Mountains south 
of Grozny, “but not on 


inhabited areas,” the mili- 
tary told Interfax. 

The interior minister in 
the Russian-installed local 
authorities in Chechenya, 
Anatoly Taranov, told 
ITAR-TASS news agency 
that there had also been 
fighting in the southeast of 
the republic and that there 
had been two rebel attacks 
on troops inside Grozny. 

A spokesman for the 
rebels, who have been fight- 
ing for independence in a 
brutal war since December 
1994. was quoted by Inter- 
fax as saying that planes 
had bombed around several 
southern villages and that 
seven civilians had died and 
10 been wounded. 

The spokesman added 
that rebels had prevented a 
Russian military column 
from pushing further into 
rebel territory south of 
Shatoi during a half-hour 
firefight late Tuesday. 

He said that firefights also 
took place near the plains 
town of Urns Mart an, out- 


side Grozny and in the 
foothills village of Bamut. 

Chief rebel spokesman 
Movladi Udugov said that 
at least 15 civilians were 
killed Tuesday by war- 
planes in the Shatoi area. 

For the past two weeks, 
Shatoi has been a target of 
Russian air and artillery 
attacks, as Russian forces 
try to flush out separatists 
from some of their last 
remaining territory. 

The new upsurge in fight- 
ing began shortly after 
President Boris Yeltsin's re- 
election earlier this month, 
breaking a pre-election 
peace accord between the 
two sides. Plans for new 
talks have been repeatedly 
put off. 

An estimated 40,000 peo- 
ple have been killed since 
tens of thousands of 
Russian troops, backed by 
tanks and planes, stormed 
Chechenya, home to less 
than one million people, in 
a bid to end a three-year bid 
for independence from 


Russia. 

Meanwhile, a rebel source 
was quoted by Interfax as 
saying that the Chechens 
were against terrorism, but 
that such attacks in res- 
ponse to the devastation in 
Chechenya were inevitable. 

One of the most notorious 
Chechen commanders, Sal- 
man Raduyev, has claimed 
responsiblity for a series of 
bomb attacks in Moscow 
and Russian authorities 
have said this shows the 
Chechens can not be negoti- 
ated with. 

“The longer Moscow con- 
tinues a policy of destruc- 
tion of the republic's peace- 
ful population, the more Ra- 
duyevs will appear, not only 
in Chechenya but in the 
north Caucasus as a whole," 
the rebel official said. 

"One cannot view the use 
of the whole might of a 
modern superpower for the 
destruction of a people ... 
other than the practice of 
state terrorism,” he said. 


Red Cross says N. Korean on verge of famine 


TOKYO (AFP) — The 
International Federation of 
the Red Cross representa- 
tive in North Korea said 
Wednesday the country was 
on die verge of famine after 
renewed flooding. 

In a telephone interview 
with Cable News Network 
(CNN), Geoffrey Dennis 
said be had seen II corpses 
of drowning victims. 

The North Korean people 
are trying to feed them- 
selves on just 250 grammes 
of cereals a day, he said, 

“We are on a verge of 
famine,” he said. 


North Korea's Korean 
Central News Agency said 
Monday that new flooding 
has caused “heavy loss of 
life” and “serious damage in 
vast sections of the coun- 
ty" 

Without providing precise 
casualty figures, the agency 
said transport and industry 
had been paralysed and that 
the country’s Western grain 
growing region had suffered 
heavy crop losses. 

Mr. Dennis said that more 
than 2,000 hectares (4,900 
acres) of rice growing land 
had been flooded beyond 


help. 

"The harvest is actually 
looking quite good,” he 
said, but there was a severe 
shortage of food right now. 

“The first priority is to get 
food for these people for the 
next three months till the 
harvest,” he said. 

The Red Cross is already 
helping some half a million 
North Koreans who were 
victims of extensive flood- 
ing at this time last year, in 
conjunction with the United 
Nations Development Prog- 
ramme (UNDP) and the 
World Food Programme. 


A new series of aid ship- 
ments began July I and is 
due to continue until next 
March 31. 

The new floods may lead 
to the “reinforcement of this 
programme,” according to 
the UNDP representative in 
Pyongyang, Faruq Achik- 
zad, in a telephone inter- 
view Wednesday from 
North Korea. 

So far, though, the UNDP 
had received no request by 
the North Korean authori- 
ties for additional aid. 
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The suffering goes on 

OF ALL the oppressed peoples on earth, the 
Kurds are paying the highest price for the 
cruelness, inconsistency and hypocrisy of the 
international community. Since the begin- 
ning of the century, little have changed in the 
lives of the Kurds whose right to self-deter- 
mination continues to be denied because of 
the little weight they carry on the . interna- 
tional arena compared to their persecutors. .. 
International ana regional powers have used 
the K nr dish people to serve their own pur- 
poses, only to leave them suffer the conse- 
quences alone once these purposes are 
served. 

The cruellest treatment of the Kurds took 
place in Iraq when the U.S.-!ed international 
coalition that drove Iraq out of Kuwait In 
1991 used the plight of the Kurds to further 
discredit the Iraqi regime. Even though the 
situation of the Iraqi Kurds was better off 
than their kinsmen in the surrounding coun- 
tries of Tbrkey and Iran, the U.S. and its 
allies encouraged the Iraqi Kurds to rebel 
and later left them in the cold to face a host of 
new challenges created by the new reality the 
Kurds tried to bring about. 

The world hardly raised a finger when 
Turkey last year penetrated deep into north- 
ern Iraq ana bombarded the Kurds for days 
before withdrawing. The same thing hap- 

S ened again this week when Iran unleashed 
s military power against the Kurds in 
northern Iraq. Iran entered Iraqi territory, 
attacked the Kurds and then pulled back Its 
troops after the mission was accomplished. 
Iraq,. which has been under siege for years. 


The View from Academia 


By Dr. Ahmad Y. Majdoubeh 


its is not allowed to use its military power. 
Accordingly, it was the responsibility of the 
United Nations and its masters, mainly the 
United States, to act to protect both Iraq’s 
sovereignty and the lives of the Kurds. But 
neither die U.N. nor the U.S. did that. 
Washington has its own calculations in the 
region and the Kurds and their national and 
human rights do not figure high in these cal- 
culations. 

That much the Kurds, especially the Iraqi 
Kurds, need to understand ana act upon. 
They need to learn not to trust Western coun- 
tries that use them as a bargaining card and 
instead focus on trying toouild their lives 
within the borders ana the realities of Iraq, 
working with other Iraqis to make life more 
tolerable, more dignifying and more accom- 
modating of cultural peculiarities and 
uniquenesses. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for A1 Ra’i daily voiced support for the 
minister of labour's plans aimed at setting minim um 
wages for workers in Jordan. It is unreasonable indeed 
to see workers earning JD 70 or JD 80 a month at a time 
when the country continues to face ah upsurge in prices 
of almost all commodities; iL is hoped that the minister 
will fix the minimum wage of a workers at JD 90 min- 
imum monthly wage in view of the present high cost of 
living, said Sultan A1 Hattab. Noting that the existing 
low rate of wages has driven the Jordanian workers 
away and encouraged employers to employ non- 
Jordanian workers who accept less wages and work 
longer hours, the writer said some of Jordanian private 
businesses employ 90 per cent of their workers from 
among die guest workers. In the absence of regulations 
concerning wages of workers, the unemployment in 
Jordan is bound to continue to rise and the problem of 
poverty is bound to aggravate, be added The demand 
for better pay to the workers, said the writer, should 
have come from the Federation of Labour Unions 
because they are responsible for the welfare of the 
workers in the country, but now that plans in this mat- 
ter have come from the minister, the political parties, 
various workers' unions and other organisations should 
support his endeavours and rally to back his bid to 
improve the lot of the Jordanian people. 

COMMENTING ON acts of teirorjsm around the 
world, a writer lor A I Du M our said that when Arab and 
Muslim leaders condemn these acts, they look like 
someone who is trying to defend himself by saying he 
has nothing to do with such criminal behaviour. It 
seems that the concept of terrorism and violence has 
become a characteristic of Arabs and Muslims who 
appear weak before the other nations every time a 
bomb explodes somewhere in the world, said 
Mohammad Kawash. Why should the Arab leaders or 
Arab media condemn terrorist acts without differentiat- 
ing between acts of resistance against occupation — 
which is the right of all nations, as has been the case 
during the Nazi occupation of Europe and the British 
colonial rule in America — and the legitimate resis- 
tance actions for freedom? asked the writer. By quick- 
ly condemning acts of terrorism or violence in various 
parts of the world, we act-as if we are being accused by 
the world community of such criminal actions and try 
to defend ourselves, he continued. Referring to the 
recent acts of terrorism in America, the writer said the 
United States abounds with great numbers of extrem- 
ists, racists and mad people who stop at nothing to 
achieve their ends. 


Bread, politics, citizen role and 
the shape of things to come 


WHEN WE, in the press and media as well as in our infor- 
mal discourse, talk about bread, in connection with the 
government's decision to rechannel bread subsidies and 
raise the prices of bread, we are talking about an essential 
commodity to the citizen, but we are also talking about 
other, more important issues. The matter is tied, in fact, not 
only to our eating and consumption habits, to home eco- 
nomics and to politics, but also to self-reliance, to the role 
of the citizen and our collective performance in the times 
ahead, and to the fate and future shape of the nation. 

Let's talk about bread, first. It is an undeniable fact that 
most of our citizens, correctly or incorrectly, rely on bread 
(and rather heavily) as a basic component of their daily 
diet. I do not have a comparative study at my disposal, but 
I would say, on the basis of what I see with my own eyes 
and what I hear and read, that Jordanians (and perhaps 
Arabs generally) consume more bread than other fellow 
human beings in most (if not all) nations in today's world. 

Like it or not, we ore both bread eaters and bread con- 
sumers (two different things, by the way). We use bread at 
breakfast, at lunch, and for supper. We (most of us, at least) 
use it along with rice, potatoes and spaghetti — items 
which in many nations replace bread. Most of our mansafs 
are composed of a layer of bread (at bottom) and a layer 
of rice. Bread is served in abundance with appetisers, but 
when we order kebab in a restaurant, bread is brought 
again under the kebab and on top of it. It is not uncommon 
for one of us to eat- two loaves of bread (large size) over a 
plate of hummus. ' 

A few years ago. three friend*! of mine tall male, inci- 
dentally — notice that males in our society consume more 
bread than females) invited me to a restaurant in Los 
Angeles, called Spaghetti Factory. We bad to wait a long 
time in line to get in, and when we got in, we were starv- 
ing. Hie waitress brought us a plate containing four loaves 
of bread — one for each person. The four loaves (small 
size) disappeared in two seconds. Seeing the plate empty, 
the waitress brought four more and smiled at us — mean- 
ing, no doubt, that she is both impressed and surprised. In 
two seconds, the new four loaves disappeared just as fasL 
The waitress passed a third time, and this time she either 
ignored us or forgot to look. One of my friends called her 
and whispered in her ear something to the effect that if she 
took care of our bread, he would take care of her tip. One 
plate of bread after another kept coming, and we kept emp- 
tying them ravenously. I did not count the loaves but the 
number must have been in the neighbourhood of 20-24. 
Ooe thing ] am sure about, though: our rable ate more 
bread than four or five other tables. 

What is the point? Well, it is obvious first that bread is 
important to us, and that we rely on it heavily in our diet. 
What may not be so obvious, secondly, is that our reliance 
on bread may be somewhat exaggerated, unnecessary, and 
even; unhealthy. How .much bread do we (or should we) 
actually need or consume?’ We know that a family of six, 
seven ot 10 consumes bread in large amounts to minimise 
consumption of other (more expensive) food items. A poor 
family of eight may buy a plate of hummus and two kilos 
of bread so that its members will eat enough at breakfast 
A mother may divide an egg or a piece of cheese into two 
halves and hand each son or daughter a loaf of bread to go 
with it so as to fill his/her stomach. There are those who 
resort to bread out of the need to economise. 

Having said this, however, I must emphasise that such 
needy families are a minority. Most have easy access to 
basic necessities other than bread. It would not be an unfair 
generalisation to say that most families in our pan of the 
world consume more bread and other foodsraff than is nec- 
essary. I do not think that we have to eat bread in a meal in 
which rice or potato is served, that there has to be a layer 
of bread in our mansafs, that bread has to be put under and 
on top of kebab, that a person has to eat two loaves of 
bread with a plate of hummus, that four men have to eat 20 
loaves of bread with spaghetti, etc. 

One can in fact argue that because bread is so inexpen- 
sive, there is a great deal of abuse of this commodity and 
a great deal of waste. How much bread rots in our- homes 
and is thrown into’ the 'garbage? How much of it we dis- 
pose of at the end of a meal? How much rice and bread are 


wasted at our wedding and funeral banquets? We obvious- 
ly need to economise our bread consumption; and if rais- 
ing the price of this commodity will help us economise, so 
be it. 

We need to change our eating habits and pay more atten- 
tion to the nutritious value of our food “Habit” is a key 
word here. Some people tell you they cannot but eat bread 
with everything because if they do not, they feel hungry 
the whole day. Let them try, however, and slowly they wifi 
overcome the habit. For years now, I have made it a point 
not to combine bread, rice and potatoes, and it has worked 
easily — even chough I have started my life, as everyone 
else in this part of the world, as a heavy bread eater and 
consumer. 

Our families need to exercise a degree of planning, first 
with respect to the amount of money to be spent on the 
various commodities and second with respect to the kind 
of food to be served at each meal. There are, I am sure, 
poor people out there who resort to bread because they 
cannot afford to buy other food items, but many of the so- 
called poor in our country can live a better life (financial- 
ly and hygienical iy), if they exercise some home econom- 
ics. How many eggs do 1 actually need to buy, how much 
rice, how many vegetables? 1 am sure that many people in 
oar society suffer more from obesity, due to overeating or 
to undisciplined consumption, than from malnutrition. We 
should not confuse poverty with ignorance of home eco- 
nomics. 

The other major dimension to the bread controversy is 
political. Whether we like it or not, the bread matter has 
been politicised. This is, of course, to be expected. First of 
all, the issue is so vital and sensitive that it is only natural 
for it to evoke strong feelings and tensions. Second, in 
democracies the world over, issues are generally politi- 
cised, with the parties involved (the government included) 
trying to score points for themselves. To a great extent, 
politicisation of matters is healthy, for it is through politi- 
cisation that we hear debates of matters and arguments and 
counterarguments, and this is democracy in action. And it 
is through such debates and arguments and through the 
exercise of power and pressure (and the dialectical 
momentum that comes as a result) that intelligent deci- 
sions are made. 

Naturally, the government and the opposition are 
engaged in a hot demonstration of political rhetoric, will 
and power, each trying to make a case and have things 
done its way. On the basis of what we see and hear, how- 
ever, the scales have tipped (so far) in favour of the gov- 
ernment The reason is simple: in this particular case (the 
case of bread), as in most cases (peace, normalisation, 
democratisation, modernisation, etc.), the government is 
making the more compelling and convincing argument 
Presently, the government is saying two things,i and say- 
ing them eloquently and persuasively. The first is that the 
hike in the prices of bread will not affect citizens in any 
seriously damaging way (be it those who are employed by 
the government and those who are not) for they will be 
given a monthly allowance which will make up for much 
of the rise in prices. In other words, the government has 
not raised prices and left the citizen unprotected; it has 
offered a reasonable alternative. Tbe solution may not be 
ideal, but it is practical and reasonable, under tbe circum- 
stances. 

Second, and more importantly, the government’s deci- 
sion is not coming out of a vacuum. Over the years, food 
subsidies have created a serious deficit problem which has 
been accumulating and paralysing the economy. Most pre- 
vious governments have not done anything about it Tbe 
present government could have forgotten about the matter 
entirely, could have buried its head in the sand and left tbe 
matter for a future government to deal with, and the deficit 
would have escalated dangerously. But it did not opt to do 
so: rather, it wishes to face the deficit problem bead on and 
do something about iL This is compelling logic. 

What is the opposition saying? As usual, not much. It is 
insisting, first, that bread is so important to the citizen that 
its subsidies should be kept untouched. (This is noble but 
unrealistic and politically incorrect). Second, it is ignoring 
the deficit problem entirely. (This is hardly acceptable). 


Third, while opposing the government’s decision vehe- 
mently, it is (as usual) not offering a viable alternative. 
(This is always its fatal weakness). While the prime min- 
ister has been citing facts, figures and statistics which no 
one has contested, and while he has been meeting, holding 
conferences and explaining matters cogently and fluently, 
tbe opposition (frankly speaking) has been boring us with 
highly embellished sermons and poems about the lmpot , 
lance of bread and the needs of the poor. We expect some- j 
thing qualitatively different from the opposition. Their 
words may appeal to our emotions and secret wants, but 
not to our intellecL 

The message that is coming out loud and clear, however, 
is that the country is passing through a difficult transition- 
al period (economically, politically, socially, etc.) which 
we all hope will culminate in a quality of life which is cat- 
egorically better than we have so far experienced. There 
are serious problems to deal with, and there is an obvious 
need for self-reliance. It has become crystal clear (and His 
Majesty King Hussein expressed this point lucidly and 
powerfully but also somewhat bitterly in his surprise visit 
to the conference the prime minister held a couple of 
weeks ago) that Jordan cannot hope to rely on assistance 
coming from abroad or on loans which will harm rather 
than benefit it. 

The picture which is forming in the minds of many now 
is that the Indian summer the Kingdom enjoyed in the sev- - - 
enties and eighties is over. Tbe fraternal and international 
helpers, donors and loaners are not as generous or willing 
to chip in as they used to. The Kingdom must fend for 
itself and must rely on its own resources, however limited. 

Does this mean that the picture looks grim and the future 
is unpromising? Not necessarily. The problem with many 
in our part of the world (and the opposition and the man in 
the street are somewhat guilty of this) is that they are either „ 1 
idealistic in their expectations or nihilistic and pessimistic" 
in their vision of reality. These two extreme positions are 
harmful. What is needed is a balance between the two, 
what His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan nicely 
calls “the art of the possible.” 

Let’s put idealism and pessimism aside. Prince Hassan 
has recently said, and adopt •‘politics of the possible.” 
Wbat can Jordan do? At the “ideal” level, nothing; but at 
the level of the “possible” a great deal. We have humble 
resources, at the material as well as human levels. Let's put 
them to good use. Let’s work with what we have and do 
what we possibly can — no more, no less. I view tbe gov- 
ernment’s decision on bread prices to lie within the realm 
of the politics of the possible. 

The third dimension has to do with the role of the indi- 
vidual in the days to come. A fundamental change is 
required here. People need to change their attitude and 
their expectations. Frankly speaking, many of our citizens 
(as obvious from the examples above) are somewhat 
spoiled — have been spoiled by the honeymoon we had in 
tire seventies and eighties (andthe unnecessary abundance 
and waste that came along in this said period) and have 
been spoiled by many a previous government which taught 
them to be reliant on it. 

But tbe problem may also be cultural. Just as a 20-year 
old student who has a robust body and a sound mind is 
totally reliant on his parents for his tuition, room and 
board, clothes and pocket money (while many tike him in 
other cultures wash dishes and support themselves), our 
citizen is reliant on the government for almost everything. ,■ ; 
Many have abandoned enormous acres of arable land to *, 
work at a government establishment for JD 100 a month. : 
We need to teach tbe citizen to economise and to wean 
himself from reliance on government. He needs to learn to 
be a participant, not a recipient Tbe country cannot 
depend on itself, if the citizens do not depend on them- 
selves. This is the message strongly implied in His 
Majesty’s surprise visit to the said Kabariti conference. 

I hope that much education will be done at this point and 
in the future to foster in the citizen the spirit of participa- 
tion, contribution, self-reliance and some toughness. Let 
John F. Kennedy's be our mono in the days to come: “Ask 
not what your country can do for you; ask what you can do 
for your country." 


Fake right, go left — it works for sports, it works in politics 


By Marka A. Heller . 

The following article is 
reprinted from the 
Jerusalem Post. The writer 
is senior research associate 
at the Jaffee Centre for 
Strategic Studies, Tel Aviv 
University. 

SPORTS HAVE been called 
good training for politics. 
While the implications of 
that are a bit disturbing, it is 
a fact that skills picked up 
on the basketball court or 
Soccer field can be usefully 
applied to political life. 

Take, for example, die 
injunction to “fake-right, go 
left" We know that right- 
wing politicians can get 
away with gestures and 
actions for which their left- 
wing counterparts would be 
pilloried. 

Thus, the historians tell us 
that only Richard Nixon 
could have gone to China 
and only Menachem Begin 
could have given up the 
Sinai. And in previous elec- 
tions some voters reconciled 
to the idea of concessions 
for peace were tantalised by 
the slogan “Only the Likud 
can" — though precisely 
what it was the Likud 
“could” was left vague 
enough to avoid alienating 
its traditional supporters. 

Of course, a good fake 
works in either direction, 
and the previous govern- 
ment could get away with 
actions which would be far 


more damaging to this one. 
Operation Grapes of Wrath, 
for example, produced little 
more than a slap on the 
wrist from domestic opin- 
ion, tbe international raklia 
and tbe “community of 
nations" because it was 
launched by a Labour gov- 
ernment demonstrably com- 
mitted to the peace process; 
had a Likud government 
done something even less 
violent, it would have been 
raked over the coals. 

Still, the “fake left, go 
right" variant of political 
deviation is less common 
and far less inspiring, which 
is why so many observers, 
analysts and interested par- 
ties have invested so much 
effort since the elections in 
trying to understand “the 
rod Bibi." 

Political cryptography 
vacillates between two 
interpretations. The first, 
based on the Yitzhak 
Shamir precedent, is that the 
premier is a true believer 
determined to stick to his 
campaign hardline themes 
and positions, and that in bis 
approach to questions of 
Israeli flexibility, compro- 
mise and concessions in the 
peace process “he can, but 
he. won't.*' This interpreta- 
tion prevailed in the media 
following Netanyahu’s visit 
to the U.S. 

The second, (precedent: 
Menachem Begin, at least 
concerning Egypt) is that 
the premier is a master 




ifc m 










strategist who really does 
intend to advance the peace 
process and used the cam- 
paign to build political capi- 
tal on which be can draw as 
be makes the necessary 
decisions. In short, “he can, 
and he will,” 

This interpretation is gain- 
ing ground in light of the 
actions taken (and not 
taken) before and since 
Netanyahu’s meeting with 
President Mubarak, includ- 
ing easing the closure (reim- 
posed following last week’s 
terror arrack), the non-clo- 


sure of Orient House, and 
the Levy-Arafat handshake 
on the Erez lawn. 

The Hebron redeploy- 
ment, albeit with some cos- 
metic alterations, seems all 
but a foregone conclusion, 
and the government has 
even prevailed upon 
President Weizman to par- 
don two Palestinian women 
convicted of murder so they 
can be released — imagine 
the reaction from the right if 
Shimon Peres had done that. 
There are also persistent 
reports of an emerging poli- 


cy on settlements which 
implies not doing less than 
the previous government, 
but also not much more. 

All these developments 
cause serious apprehension 
among the prime minister’s 
most hardline constituents, 
but as long as he uses 
enough politically-correct 
rhetoric they will not con- 
strain him because they 
know they cannot mobilise 
anything close to a majority 
against him. 

Even if Netanyahu only 
“goes left” a little bit. initio 


expectations among ■ the 
Arabs were so low that any 
sign of flexibility will be 
welcomed as evidence that 
the peace process is not 
dead, and the opposition 
will have no choice but to 
applaud these inadequate 
but still positive indications 
of change. 

This isn’t to say that a 
decisive verdict on “the real 
Bibi" can already be giveg*, 
only that the prime minist® 
despite criticism from with- 
in his own party, is pragmat- 
ic enough to have concluded 
that blind adherence to pre- 
election slogans is irrespon- 
sible and harmful. 

But serious challenges lie 
ahead, including the possi- 
bility that disgruntled set- 
tiers will try to push the 
government further and 
faster than it wants to go; 
the probability that Bill 
Clinton will be reelected, 
“d the certainty that per- 
manent-status negotiations 
will start once the outstand- 
ing business of Oslo 2 is 
cleared away. 

Eventually, pragmatism 
will not provide much guid- 
ance. Either tbe true believ- 
er or master strategist will, 
have to emerge. Until tben^ 
the prime minister can pro^® 
Per by standing Teddy 
Roosevelt’s aphorism on it$ 
head and continuing to 
"Talk loudly and carry a 
small stick.” 
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PITCH: Planning on an even longer stav is the 
-■ Womens Studies Center (WSCl. Established in 1989 to 
re5earcJl and campaign in support of women’s rights, the 
• . centre is hosting afimd-raising dinner Sunday to boost its 
coffers and get saddled up for the next round of general 
... elections. WSC President Zuleikha Abu Risha likes to 
:,X d f scnb f the planned soiree as a gathering of about 150 dis- 
ro anguished intellectuals committed to the advancement of 
the Jordanian woman . Senator Leila Sharqf will patronise 
the event. The star attraction is Syrian musician and vocal- 
■- . Boshar Zarkan who has been in Jordan to participate in 
.f Jera ft festival. At the dinner political chatter will be 
silenced by Mr. Zarkan s distinct adaptations of ancient ori- 
ental and Sufic poetry put to music. The event will be held 
in Al Zawadeh Restaurant in Ruwwaq Al Balqa in Fuheis. 
This is the first such fund-raising event for the centre which 
\j has counted on contributions and revenues from its research 
-7 work as well as sponsorships of particular activities from 
institutions such as Abdtd Hameed Shoman Foundation. 

€ e funds raised will enable the centre to continue to 
hieve its goals of promoting women ’s status, conducting 
research and activities and heightening the centre ’s involve- 
:ment in promoting the progress of women in the society. 
Plans for the future, says' Ms. Abu Risheh. a noted columnist 
and feminist, are the establishment of a documentation 
information centre and active participation in the 1997 par- 
■Mamentary elections in fielding women candidates and sup- 
porting male candidates with a progressive, non-discrimi- 
‘ • notary agenda. The centre has joined a newly fanned coali- 

tion of Jordanian womens groups including the Jordanian 
- . * Women ‘s Union headed by Asma Khadcr. the Arab Women 's 

j Society headed by Emily Naffa. and the Society For 
: ■ Productive Women headed by Suheila Bah Iowan as well as 
j individuals such as Jeanette Mufti, Haifa Bashir, fonner 
. j ambassador Loris Khlass and Dr. Arwa Amiri. Siham Al 
- -• | Qassem and Khadijeh Habashneh in a concerted effort to 
- . ; make headway in the next elections. Ms. Abu Risheh admits 
- \ that these groups and individuals have realised, from past 
\experienee. they have to wotfa'Uigether. . ... 

*_ ", - ■ .. | mm J l»»a a . . ... 

■- j ■- -v/ .it**** ‘ ’• 
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— .SPREADING OUT: The United Nations Childrens 


Fund ( UNICEF) Area Office for Jordan, Syria and Djibouti 
has a new information/conmiunication/advocacy officer. 
His name is Adel Abul-Rub and he is taking his new post 
quite seriously. .4 English literature graduate of Ain Shams 
University in Egypt. UNICEF sees his Arabic and English 
language skills and his earlier work in Jordan and 20 years 
in Qatar as major assets. Mr. Abul-Rub. 47, began his 
media career as a news editor and reader for Radio 
Jordan s English News section and also taught English at 
Terrasancta College. He moved to Qatar in 1974 where he 
became. a news editor and reader for Qatar Radio plus, a 
year later, he began doing the same for Qatar Television. 
He then spent nearly 10 years as a correspondent for 
Reuters in Qatar. When Mr. Abul-Rub returned to Jordan he 
tried his hand for a short while as a factory manager, then 
returned to media at Jordan Television. Last year he began 



working two jobs ; at the Japanese embassy and at Radio 
Jordan's English Service (there he presented the early 
morning News Desk). Now at UNICEF, he succeeds Sima 
Bahous who is now a consultant to the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) through the Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation (NHF) and working on launching the NHF’s 
Quality of Life Project in Yemen as the regional arm of NHF 
in transferring expertise on this project to the area. Dr. 
Bahous, whose connection to Yemen is not all work — her 
husband Ziad Rifai works there for the United Nations — is 
also busy working on the establishment of the Regional 
Centre for Advocacy. Training and Coordination of the 
Quality of Life Project in the East Mediterranean of WHO 's 
regional schemes. Expecting a baby in September, Dr. 
Bahous left the task of information dissemination on one of 
UNICEF’s priority projects to Mr. Abul-Rub's. Le.. the 
media promotion iff World Breastfeeding Week which 
begins today. We wish them both much luck in all the work 
that lies ahead. 


THE START OF SOMETHING NEW?. The Embassy of 
the Islamic Republic of Iran Sunday opens a cultural and 
arts exhibition -at -the Royal Cultural Centre under the 
patronage of Minister of Culture Ahmad Qudah. The exhi- 
bition is meant to be in essence an array of displays of 
Iran's rich history through its anthropology, handicrafts 
and folklore as well as its tourism attractions. The exhibi- 
tion which coincides with no special occasion for Iran, will 
run through until Aug. 8. Perhaps this could be the start of 
the establishment of an Iranian cultural centre in Amman. 



Itanian yeamen exidrtg JJvfayyad Mq&fpe ih Damascus 
( photo by Ham Hourani) ■ - - • • 


' FROM THE DARKROOM: When it comes to culture 
and hidden talents, one might say Director of the New 
Jordan Research Centre Hani Hourani fits the bill It 
appears that between running the busy Junctions of semi- 
nars. workshops and publishing of his centre, which aims to 
study the development of civic society in Jordan, Mr. 
Hourani already and accomplished painter, also has an eye 
for the camera . Starting today the Baladna Forum and 
Gallery of Arts and Culture, which is owned by Mr. 
Hourani "s wife Suad. displays photographic works of this 
political and social observer. Genetically entitled “ People 
and Places ” the exhibition focus on the ancient cities of the 
Arab and Islamic Worlds — Damascus, Cairo, Istanbul. 
Tunis, Marakkesh, Casablanca. Salt and Amman, to name a 
few. Then is also a special display of photos of Petra. Mr.' 
Hourani took up photography as a hobby andpn added 
form of self-expression in the 1970s during his studies in 
Beirut and Moscow. The photos on display at Baladna wen 


Sabah Fakhrl at the 1996 Jerash Festival of Culture and 
Arts (photo by Yousef Al Allan) 


taken primarily in 1995 and 1996. The exhibition will last 
until Aug. 15. 

**** 

HE SURE CAN MAKE f EM SMILE: If you were just 
beginning to conclude that Jordanians have a bad case of 
the blues, lock again. Up in the fresh night air of Jerash. 
Syria's Sabah Fakhri brought nearly 4,000 Jordanians to 
their feet — and not over any bread price crisis either. 
What this famous singer can accomplish with song no gov- 
ernment official or member of Parliament can hope to. Had 
ballots been handed out Sunday night, it would have been a 
landslide victory for Mr. Fakhri. And if did not require 
Neiman Marcus tents and cordon-bleu mansafs - only some 
spirited music and song with lyrics that speak of some of the 
joys of living. Spotted among the delirious throngs was 
Minister of Public Works Abdul Hadi Majali, who appeared 
more dazzled at the swinging and swaying of the audience 
than by the performer. Perhaps he’ll suggest piped-in 
music at the next Cabinet meeting. Meanwhile, Jordan 
could do with several more doses of Sabah Fakjirr to put a 
smile back on some of thdse gloomy countenances. 

Jennifer Hamameh 
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Unravelling a concept 


Islamic Urban Studies: historical review and per- 
spectives 

Edited by Masashi Haneda and Torn Miura 
Kegan Paul International, London 1 995, £55 

The concept of the Islamic city as such derives from a 
model from the European academic tradition pioneered 
bv Gustave von Grunebaura of Chicago University, from 
which neither European nor American scholars have 
broadly dissented. The Japanese editors of this remark- 
able cross-cultural study point out that native scholars 
from the regions studied here, however, “have remained 
on the whole indifferent to the debate about the Islamic 
city.” Co-editor Masashi Haneda maintains that urban 
studies in the Islamic World need a new framework as 
well as methodological direction. 

First published in Japanese in 1991. it was part of a 
gigantic research project centred on the Institute of 
Oriental Culture at the University of Tokyo. This new vol- 
ume, though, according to the editors, should be consid- 
ered the enlareed and revised English edition rather than 
a simple translation. It is arranged in five geographical 
sections: the Maghreb, Mashreq flraq. Syria and Egypt), 
Turkey, Iran and Central Asia. . , 

This historv of urban studies in the Islamic heartlands 
takes in books and research articles published in many 
languages, including, of course. Japanese, analysing the 
literature from many languages and with valuable tabli- 
,i ographies which will help and stimulate ocher researches,. 
\ Though Masatoshi Kisaichi admits his chapter is not a 
* comprehensive study of the available literature he giv« a 
stimulating overview of trends in the Maglue. 
studies of die area often deny there is any 
between city and village. ‘The distincuve features of the 
cities* £e Ulamic laSds." _ writes Wsaichi. gain m 

precision through comparisons with cities pe. 

C Wri t “ d on P *e ccntraJ Islamic lands of the Mashreq. 


Tore Miura explains how their great cities of Baghdad, 
Cairo, Damascus and Mecca are considered the proto- 
types of the “Islamic city." Egypt's wealth of statistical 
information about its cities from the 19th century on 
explains why historians and their scholars have produced 
more detailed studies than from Syria or Iraq. 

In Iran, as Masashi Haneda shows, urban studies have 
flourished, i notably in the past decade, in spite of the cri- 
sis in Iran's economy, reflected in serious pressures upon 
university teachers. Many detailed studies of Tehran. 
Isfahan and many other historic cities, their bazaars and 
merchants, have been published. 

Writing on Turkey, Kayoko Hayashi assesses that — 
with the notable exception of Istanbul — urban studies 
hardly existed until two decades ago. Modem Turkish 
scholars have been deeply influenced by F. Braudel’s 
vision of Mediterranean civilisation. Interest in the soci- 
ety and culture of early modem Anatolia and Ottoman 
society has inspired serious study of cities. 

Central Asia is the least known of the five regions in the 
West, as in the Middle EasL Here Hisao Komatsu pro- 
vides a welcome guide to trends of study scholars of the 
former USSR. An idea of its wide scope comes from its 
contents, with a historical survey leading on to articles on 
recent trends, from architecture, city and nomads, admin- 
istration and crafts, to urban dwellers and waaf endow- 
ments. 

The duality of the Orient and the West was a matter of 
firm belief among Russians as much as West Europeans. 
Komatsu shows great sensitivity to the peculiar ideologi- 
cal background of the Soviet Communist era. Since cities 
of Central Asia were defined as oriental feudal and medi- 
aeval cities, rather than as “Islamic cities.” Soviet schol- 
ars “have tended to ignore or overlook the Islamic ele- 
ments” — ’Middle East International. 

Anthony Hyman 
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Making its own way 


Oman And The World: The Emergence Of An 
Independent Foreign Policy 
By Joseph A. Kecnichian 
Fiand, Santa Monica, California, 1995 

Within the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), Oman 
has gained a reputation over the years as an inde- 
pendent actor. Sultan Qabous has shown .that .he is 


willing to stjck.tp his convictions, even at the risk of 


nei 

Ara 


>urs. including Iran, Yemen and Saudi 


since 197Qdn and 



British and Iranian military 
assistance to crush the Dbofar rebellion; in die late 
1970s when he refused to break with Sadat’s Egypt 
in the wake of Camp David; in the 1980s when 
Oman welcomed close military ties with the U.S. 
and Britain; and more recently when Oman has 
annoyed its GCC partners by rushing to develop ties 
with Israel at the same time as fostering good rela- 
tions with Iran. . 

As Joe Kechichian, an experienced observer of the 
Gulf based at Rand, notes, there has been remark- 
ably little attention paid to this unique foreign poli- 
cy. His book is the first serious attempt to ao sc It 
will stand as a useful narrative and source of docu- 
mentation for some time to come. Kechichian 
bej 



ant 

accession to power 
up with thematic accounts of Oman’s foreign rela- 
tions with different parts of the world — the Gulf 
region, die West, Russia and Central Asia, the Far 
East, South Asia and Africa. The book concludes 
with a valuable appendix, 70 pages of which are 
taken up with English translations of key documents 
and reference material. Usefully, these include bor- 


der agreements between Oman and several of its 
boi 
ia. 

In summing up Omani foreign policy 
the author identifies four phases: Consolidations find a 
transition, maturity and progress. The first (19” lives in 
75) involved winning the Dhofar war and enject docility 
Oman-’s Internationa] isolation. The seconder back to tri- 
80) involved improving ties with neigh boe end, analysts 
beginning the development process af hoi 
third (1981-85) saw tne fonnation of the Gation for strug- 
the strengthening of ties with the Gulf mordacity to fight 
while at the same time Oman retained good jhow embodies 
with Iran on the one side and the West on nndition," Flores 
The fourth phase (1984-94), says Kechic! 

Sultan Qaboos emeige as a “unique polity 

in the region.” During the late 1980s he 
promote regional reconciliation and closer 
West. The Kuwait war vindicated many o 
policies, such as close ties with the West. I 
followed by Muscat’s successful efforts 
border disputes with Yemen and Saudi Aral] __ J 
at the same time confirming Oman’s comml 
dialogue with Iran. 

In all, Oman And The World is a use 
unique, summary of Oman's foreign relatic-n an atoll. There 
should be required reference material for i the cigar shaped 
ested in the Gulf. Sadly, it is marred by at tinootball field of 
editing and the lack or any real critical deta 
It is no surprise that the Omani Min metres over the 
Information received the book warmly. But : dive, one will 
the sultanate is still too young to allow its n^ht down, beak 
sitive policies to be investigated and wriue 
critically — Middle East International. splash, waddles 

s water from its 

Andrew Rati 

ourism, as the 

>am, is yet to 


joy 


Western Samoans losing battle of the bulge 
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iter islands. 
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By Chris Peteru 
Reuter 

. APIA, Western Samoa — 
Most Western Samoans, 
’ particularly women, are 
, obese and run the risk of 
heart disease if current diet 
■’ trends continue, according 
' to a new study. 

* The study, a random sur- 
.^vey of 550 of the islands’ 
.v 165,000 inhabitants in the 
/ 25-60 age group, was car- 
7 ried out over the past five 
'years by Dr. Steven 
*: McGarvey of Brown Uni- 


versity in the U.S. 

Dr. McGarvey concluded 
that, on average. 76 per 
cent of Western Samoan 
women and 44 per cent of 

men ate too much 

Although an American 
body mass index was used 
in ' the survey. Dr- 
McGarvey said he doubted 
any other measure would 
change the result 

“Wherever there is mod- 
ernisation. peoples adul 
body size increases be- 
cause- they are not working 
as hard,” he said. 


Dr. McGarvey blamed 
the shedding of traditional 
habits of diet and exc er- 
ase, transition from plan- 
tation to factory work, and 
higher calorie intake for 
increased body weights. 

But Palanitina Toelupe, 
who heads the health edu- 
cation unit in Apia, said 
there were difficult cultur- 
al problems to overcome 
in the fight against obesity. 

“Why? Because our 
women don’t have a hang- 
up about it. You know, we 
are mentally comfortable 


with whatever size we are, 
which has both positive 
and negative effects," 
Toelupe said. 

“A lot of things we do 
are related to food cere- 
monies. We appreciate our 
food and enjoy our food 
and it symbolises a lot of 
things which are positive 
in our culture, upbringing 
and lifestyle.” she said. 

There is also a widely 
held view in Samoa that 
bulk is beautiful. But 
Toelupe said there was 
room for optimism with 


more women becoming 
aware of the risks. 

But, just as obesity has 
become a problem over the 
past two or three decades, 
it will take just as long to 
revert to more healthy eat- 
ing practices. 

Much of Samoan life re- 
volves around die church, 
and religious ceremonies 
often involve food. 

“I doubt whether many 
clergymen and their wives 
go out of their way to put 
on a lot of weight, but it 
would- be rude to sit there 


nibbling at your pork. It’s 
an occupational hazard,” 
said Reverend Tugamoa 
Nepo of Afega parish. 

TTie report showed that 
the average weight gain 
for women over a period 
of four years was 4.5 kilo- 
grammes. although 27 per 
cent gained more. 

“The message is the 
trend in the four-year risk 
factors are not bad but the 
high levels of excess 
weight, especially in fe- 
males, and a slight inc- 
rease in high blood pres- 


sure, suggests caution," 
Dr. McGarvey said. 

Government nutritionist 
Christine Matatumua said 
changing lifestyle patterns 
throughout the - islands 
were affecting what Sa- 
moans were - eating, with 
more relying on imported 
and processed foods. 

Fried turkey tails, chick- 
en backs and mutton flaps 
imported from New Zea- 
land. plus canned fish, 
were among the more fat- 
tening foods Samoans had 
a predilection for, she said. 


coders and 
v by com- 
Bui she said words. Very 
were gradually becomh unpeo- 
more health conscious an£ waits 
taking some form of exer-. 
cise. 

Studies of obesity in 
other Polynesian groups 
and American Indians 
came up with similar 
results. But whether Po- 
lynesians put on weight 
faster than other ethnic 
groups was still not clear. 

Dr. McGarvey said. 
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■3 This Week 


Throwing bits across the planet 


By Jean-Claude Elias 


TELEPHONE ALLOWS people to send speech from one 
comer of the planet to the other, instantly. Telex gives us 
the possibility to send text and fax adds the magic of send- 
ing images and drawings, though, in black and white only. 

The Internet — and consequently electronic mail — 
may at first appears as just an addition, an improvement to 
the above since it also lets us send full colours, near per- 
fect graphics, animated images, and hi-fi, true-to-life 
sound, in addition of course to speech and text The com- 
parison ends here. 

The power of computer communications, whether 
through Internet or other systems — is the digital format. 
The network actually lets us send anything that can be 
digitised. Because a constantly growing number of appli- 
cations is being digitised, transmitting via computer net- 
works is going to be more and more important, practical- 
ly by the day. 

Wristwatches, music CD players, personal computers, 
answering machines, cars control and security systems, 
toasters, microwave ovens, cameras, some credit cards, 
and others have at least one integrated digital micro- 
processor. The average car manufactured in 1995 is esti- 
mated to have about 50 such chips. 

Speed, reduced volume, reliability and accuracy are the 
main characteristics of the digital format Whether we 
like it or not the world is going digital. As Nicholas 
Negroponte, head of the Media Lab. at M.I.T. 
(Massachusetts Institute of Technology! rightly says: 
“Data processing is not a matter of computers anymore, 
it’s a way of life.’’ 

The speed at which we operate on the “net" will be dras- 
tically improved in the next five to ten years. We’ll be 
laughing then at the current speed limits of' 14,400 or 
28,800 bps (bits per second). Which means that large digi- 
tised files that are too large now, and .therefore too expen- 
sive to transmit, will become easy and inexpensive to 
manipulate in a few years. 








mm 




The fact that we are able to convert an increasing vari- 
ety of material to digital format brings one obvious ques- 
tion: Will we be able one day to digitise real, solid 
objects, like for instance a chair and then send it on the 
information highway? Not with the current laws of 
physics. But we may want to send all the information that 
is necessary to make this chair, with all its characteristics 
and then use this information to drive a machine-tool, a 
robot for example which itself will literally manufacture 
the chair. 

Being able to use (read, download, copy, etc ...) large 
files on the Internet will bring again the infamous problem 
of intellectual property. Even in countries where copy- 
right laws are well-defined and enforced, the manipula- 
tion of “objects” on the network will create situations that 
nobody bas ever considered before. A simple example: 
Software already exists that can take a given text and 
make a summary of it, automatically. Normally, a summa- 
ry is the property of the person who writes it. If a sum- 
mary is generated by software, whose property does it 
become? 

We can temporarily ignore some of the problems and we 
can postpone some of the answers. We can't however 
ignore that the future is coming to us at the speed of light 
and that we have to cope with it 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


By Mohammad A. Shuqair 

BELIEVE IT OR NOT 1 conclude he s Jact " 


* USING the spare parts of the computer, an American 
sculptor could make animal statues most accurately and * yOUNG BOY (On the phone): “Hello.” 
fantastically than any other work of art of the same type. Ymnsin otri ■ **y« wwc civnirinar* 


* TO treat toothaches. English patients in the 18th cen- 


tury used to keep the teeth, bones and skulls of hares or . 
hedgehogs in then pockets. love -“*• my Iove? 


YOUNG GIRL: “Yes. Who's speaking?” 

YOUNG BOY: “Yes. I’m ’’ 

YOUNG GIRL: “Yes, I know." 

YOUNG BOY: “Do you still remember my name and 


YOUNG GIRL: “Yes, of course, but who are youT' 


* THE CHIEF of the African Masai tribe proposed to 
marry Carrol Baker, the American actress, offering her a 
dowry of 150 cows, 20 goats in addition to $750 in cash. 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 


LET’S CHAT IN ARABIC 


(1 ) In ancient Rome, what did a testudo mean? 


** He is wrong-headed. 


Ennahu aneed. 


(2) A trench is a long narrow deep straight-sided exca- 
vation in the earth, especially in war for the protection of 
soldiers. 

What is a tench? 


** I am worn out 


Ana manhokul qnwa. 


(3) Name five great disasters in the 19th century which 
were due to fire? 


** She is a virtuous woman. 


Ennaha imra’aton fadila, 


** You must make the best of both worlds. 

Yanbaghi an ta’mal ledoniak wa’akhiratek. 


(4) For what was a pilliwinks? 

(5) Can you say from which source lanolin is extracted? 


-** Be good, in word and deed. 

***• Kon tayyebal khuloq, qawlan wa'fe'Ian. 


ARA 1 goes withoul ^ybig- 


PUZZLES 


Hatha la yahtaj ela eedab. 


AWR. 

minister * * * * 

wages fc 
to see wo 
when the 

of *?° s ; JOKES 

will fix tf 
imura mr 
living, ss 

low ratted yesterday a young man trying to embrace 
Atiful daughter.” 

Joroams succe ed in his attempt?" 
longer r r 

business ^n't our daughter.” 
among t 
concern 
Jordan J 

poverty * * * 

for beti 
have r 

wfnrirer boys went on an argumentative dispute like this: 
woreei^gj. j s muc h more respectable than yours.” 
terna\ e j sn ’ L ” 

vancn^rotfier is much more intelligent than yours." 
S u PP<e r . Never." 

mother is much more beautiful than yours." 

£Qju’re right. My father says so. too.” 

wc 

M- 

sc * * * 
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(A) Underline the word that completes each of the fol- 
lowing sentences: 


i. Appetite is to food as concupiscence is to: 
eating sex force gluttony drink 


ii. Plimpsest is to palindrome as erase is to: 
repeat reverse retire relive reduce resell 


(B) A Sleepy Boy: 


IF you take the correct letter from each picture clue you 
will name a nursery rhyme character. 


* A WOMAN asked her sister: 

I “Did your friend get married? 

“Only three quarters of marriage." 

“How did it come?" 

"She came to the church, the invitees also did, but the 
bridegroom didn V 


* “How can you distinguish between your twins since 
they have almost the same features?” 

“It’s so simple." 

HowT 

“When I put my Finger in Tom’s mouth, he bites it, then 
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The way it can be 


By Samer Ghaleb Bagaeen 


Nothing lasts forever? A load of nonsense I think. At least 
it stays in our hearts. The memories, the good times, the 
thought of never having to worry about what to do next 
because there will always be something to do, will always 
stay in the soul. 

This was' Spain, or at least a part of it. Active, lively and 
vibrant. Vibrant because that was how people made ir. 
Here, you come to learn that people, loads and loads of 
diem, can fill both your heart and mind with joy. They will 
touch the deepest parts of you but never wifi they be able 
to change the way you feel about the people that are most 
important in your life. 

In the end. one important element that you take home 
with you is diat of friendship. Another is the one that has 
to do with you knowing new people in countries you have 
never visited before. Now, you have someone to show you 
around the sites when you do visit. All subject to how 
much money you can afford to spend when you do go 
because at the end of the day, everything costs money and 
the further you wish to travel, the more you would have to 
pay. It goes without saying of course that at the end of the 
day. the trip, my trip overseas, will eventually be worth 
paying the money for memories! Yes, the museums, the 
famous prado, the opera Carmen which went on until 2 in 
the morning — quite early by Madrid standards because 
that is usually when things start to happen — the amuse- 
ment parkes with their water rides, late night swimming 












and singing by the pool. All these were things that brought 
people, sometimes different people, together. Sadly 
enough, there was also the matter of the letters which 

never did get home. . 

There were also, especially in the last days, the diaries 
full of pledges to meet again and to keep in touch, tiny 
pieces of paper with addresses written on them all over the* 
place and the tearful goodbyes mixed with the hope of 
seeing one another again. Not to be content with sending 
the odd letter. But to be willing to relive the experiences 
and moments of Madrid, moments ot differences, similar- 
ities, and friendships. 

Moments when you could walk into a bookstore in the 
morning and come out in the evening without having seen 
all that you wanted to see. Moments when you felt a part 
of something larger than life. Something that has to do 
with culture, education and knowledge. 


JTV CHANNEL TWO WEEKLY PREVIEW 


Thursday, August 1, 1996 


Monday, August 5, 1996 


3:00 

Holy Koran 

3:00 

Holy Koran 

3:03 

Double Dragon 

3:05 

Adventure On The Rainbow Pond 

3:28 

Here’s Lucy 

3:30 

Richie Rich 

7:00 

News In French 

3:45 

Playabout 

7:10 

Olympic Games 

4:15 

Gillette World Sport 

10:00 

News In English 

4:30 

Bustin’s Loose 

10:15 

Olympic Games 

5:00 

French Programme 

07:00 

Closing 

7:30 

News Headlines 



7:35 

Milner Fenwick 



8:00 

The Hypnotic World Of Paul McKenna 



8:30 

Matlock 


Friday, August 2, 1996 

9:10 

10:00 

Paha Sapa . 
News In English 



10:25 

The Bold And The Beautiful 

1:00 

Holy Koran 

11:10 

Mancuso (FBD 

1:03 

Dumb & Dumber 



1:30 

Bush School 



1:40 

2:05 

Here's Lucy 
Varieties 


Tuesday, August 6, 1996 

2:20 

Olympic Games 



7:00 

News In French 



7:J0 

Olympic Games 

3:00 

Holy Koran 

10:00. 

. News In English 

3:05 

Iris — The Happy Professor 

10:15 

Olympic Games 

3:15 

Captain Planet 

07:00 

Closing 

3:45 

Hot Shots (Sports') 



4:00 

Bob Morrison Show 


Saturday, August 3, 1996 


2:00 

Holy Koran 

8:30 

3:03 

Moomin 

9:10 

2:28 

Pumpkin Patch 

10:00 

2:42 

Here's Lucy 

10:20 

3:07 

Varieties 

11:15 

3:25 

Olympic Games 

11:45 

7:00 

News In French 


7:10 

Olympic Games 


10:00 

News In English 


10:15 

Olympic Games 

VI 

07:00 

Closing 

3:00 

3:05 


Sunday, August 4, 1996 

3:30 

3:40 

3:55 

1:00 

Holy Koran 

4:30 

1:03 

The Mask 

5:00 

1:28 

Here's Lucy 

7:30 

1:55 

Olympic Games 

7:35 

7:00 

News In French 

8:00 

7:10 

Olympic Games 

8:30 

10:00 

News In English 

9:10 

10:15 

Olympic Games 

10:00 

3:55 

Closing Ceremony 

10:25 

07:00 

Closing 

11:10 


Alf (Comedy) 

French Programmes 
News Headlines 
Blossom (Comedy) 

Valley Of The Kings (Documentary) 
Encounter (Talk Show) 

Star Trek — The Next Generation 
News In English 
Human Target 
Hawaii 5-0 

My Two Wives (Comedy) 


Wednesday, August 7, 1996 


Holy Koran 

The Flintstones 

Iris — The Happy Professor 

The Adventurers (Sports) 

Kelly (Adventures) 

Earth Revealed (Documentary ] 
French Programmes 
News Headlines 
Evening Shade (Comedy) 
Super Stars Of Action 
Chancer ( Drama) 

Hunter 

News In English 

The Bold And The Beautiful 

Bugs 


New yeti sightings claimed 


By Andre Grabot 
Agence France Presse 


ALMATY — An abominable snowman has been spotted 
near here in recent weeks according to 80-year-old zoolo- 
gist Pavel Marikovsky, who has spent the past half a centu- 
ry on the tracks of the elusive yeti. 

He tape-recorded a conversation- with some children who 
said they saw one of the mysterious creatures in a field near 
the mountains 30 kilometres from the Kazakh capital. 

They described a “terrifying hairy being as tall as a fir 
tree, but it had very kind eyes.” They particularly remem- 
bered an “unbearable stench like wild animals.” 

Apparently unnerved by the children’s scrutiny, the yeti 
made a bolt for it to the nearest peaks, they related. Their 
parents have barred any contact with the press. 

A couple of years ago. local policeman Serik Mukhanov 
reported watching a group of yetis crossing a road not far 
from here, Mr. Marikovsky told AFP. 

In his 50 years of searching, he has come to view the yeti 

— a Nepalese word, he says, other authorities say Tibetan 

— as "a hominid close to Neanderthal man which human 
beings have driven into the remotest parts of the globe ” 

A book he published on the “tragedy" of the snow crea- 
ture’s fate has disturbing, albeit blurred, photos taken by a 
scientist in the United States in 1967. 

They show a sort of great ape in a forest moving about on 
the hind feet. The skull formation is elongated like an 
artillery shell. The features are simian, except for a promi- 
ment nose which looks human. Mr. Marikovsky points out 
that there is no chin, the presence of which would be a sign 
of an ability to speak. 


He said there had been 2.000 encounters with the snow-l 
men this century, in the Himalayas and the neighbourinf 
Pamir range, in Siberia, China and the United States. Yetis 
were killed in Manchuria in the Sino-Japanese War and one 
was captured only to die in captivity, he said. A Yeti was 
reportedly trapped in Abkhazia. Georgia, in 1910. 

The illustrated mythology of the yeti dales back to the 4th- 
century B.C. in Central Asia, showing the great beast kid- 
napping women and stealing camels. There are drawings in 
the mountain grottos and gorges of Kazakhstan and 
Kyrgyzstan which endow female as well as male Yetis with 
exaggerated sexual organs. 

Illustrations in Mongolian and Tibetan encyclopaedias, 
some going back to the 18th century, show the snowmen 
dancing or walking in the forest. The Chinese were writina 
about the creatures 2,000 years ago. Mr. Marikovsky said. 
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A rts & Culture 

Actress Joan Chen to make directoral debut 


Jordan Times, Thursday, August 1, 1996 


C 


By Marguerita Chov 
Reuter 


SINGAPORE - Chinese 
actress Joan Chen, who shoi 
to international fame ir 
Bernardo Bertolucci's The 
Last Emperor is about tc 
make her directoral debut. 

She is planning to spend a 
week on the Chinese grass- 
lands in preparation for 
Whispering Steppes, a love 
story which she also wrote, 
but does not plan to film 
there. 


‘T am going there to get a 
feel for the place, talk to the 
people and see what the 
original looks like to find a 
substitute — somewhere 
that is little more convenient 
as far as communication 
goes." she told Reuters in an 
interview. 

Chen said Whispering 
Steppes was not the kind of 
movie likely to trouble 
China’s strict censors, who 
recently banned director 
Chen Kaige’s Temptress 
Moon, a sensual tale which 
boldly depicts social disor- 
der. drug use and the under- 
world in Shanghai in the 
early pan of this century. 

Chen's Farewell * My 
Concubine won the Golden 
Palm Award at the 1993 
Cannes Film Festival. 

“Lately it has been pretty 
strict but things change all 
the time there.” Joan Chen 
said. But as far as her cho- 
sen story goes, she does not 
think she has to deal with 
the authorities. 

"It is a story about peo- 



Joan Chen 


pie... It's not political. If 
anything it’s more philo- 
sophical and it’s a story I do 
not have to film in China, so 
I do not have to deal with 
it." 

No location has yet been 
choosen although Australia, 
the Andes, Peru or any piece 
of grassland on which she 
can plant a tent are possibil- 
ities. 

Joan Chen is adapting a 
love story from award-win- 
ning writer Yan Geling's 
novella Tan Yu, about a 16- 


year-old girl sent to the 
countryside for re-education 
during the Cultural 
Revolution. 

She meets a charismatic 
young soldier whilst experi- 
encing a tense relationship 
with a withdrawn middle- 
aged racehorse farmer, 
played by Jiang Wen, who 
played in Red Sorgum. 

“It meditates on love and 
sex. 1 wish to achieve the 
same sort of goals that 
Milan Kundera achieves in 
his novels in my narratives. 


To think of the possibility of 
love without sex, to fall in 
love in the most sublime 
way — I want to discuss 
that in the film.” 

Chen said she chose the 
story for her directoral 
debut as she felt compelled 
to deal with her feelings and 
connections with China *1116 
first 20 years of one’s life is 
something we must deal 
with when we start doing 
our own creative work. J am 
Chinese and I grew up there 
and the strongest emotional 
impact and most important 
education I received, that is, 
my most impressionable 
years were spent there.” 
Having left Shanghai in 
her early twenties, Chen has 
settled and married in San 
Francisco. But she returns 
to Shanghai four times a 
year. 

“Shanghai has always 
been special because it was 
the city I was brought up in 
and 1 have this love-hate 
relationship with it. There is 
a Shanghai complex in me.” 
“Shanghai has an entre- 
preneurial spirit and Shang- 
hai people love life — there 
is a materialistic element 
but you see the enthusiasm 
towards something, be it 
material or spiritual. But it 
is nice to see people living 
with such gusto.” 

After The Last Emperor 
and Oliver Stone's Heaven 
And Earth. Chen also found 
a following in Asia with 
films such as Hong Kong 
director Stanley Kwan’s 
Red Rose White Rose. 


Now she has decided to 
direct because, she said, she 
missed seeing the kind of 
films she wanted to see. 

“1 have just turned 35...If 1 
don’t do it now I will retire 
soon, Chen said. “To make a 
change is a scary thing. I 
feel comfortable acting, and 
to step out of the comfort 
zone and to create some- 
thing new for yourself is 
exciting and scary.” 

But Chen said she would 
not use any of her previous 
directors as role model. 

“Working with Bernardo 
was a very good experience 
— his sense of poetry, his 
love for films ... He is just 
such an artist. I love Oli- 
ver’s demanding habit that 
he always gets more out of 
you ” 

“But in creating, there is 
no role model. I see good 
movies and what affects me 
and I want to learn every 
good part of that movie.” 

Chen saw Temptress 
Moon in Singapore and said 
she thought it was beautiful- 
ly filmed. 

But Chen refused to com- 
pare herself to the movie’s 
star, acclaimed Chinese 
actress Gong Li, who is also 
the new face of French cos- 
metics house L'Oreal in 
China and South East Asia. 

“You cannot compare 
human beings. We are two 
different human beings. She 
has a lot of qualities that I 
do not have and I have a lot 
of qualities that she does 
not" 



Joan Chen in the film The Last Emperor 

Chen's debut film has a half of which has already friends, and is due to start 
budget of $1 million, about been raised, mainly by production in August. 



Walt Disney forms alliance 


with Japan’s top animator 


A scene from The Lion King 


By Miwa Suzuki 
Age nee France Presse 

TOKYO — Walt Disney 
Co. has an-nounced an 
alliance with Japanese 
animation distributor To- 
kuma Shoten Publishing 
Co. Ltd. 

The deal comes almost 
two years after Disney 
was accused of plagiaris- 
ing the late Japanese ani- 
mation master Osamu 
Tezuka in its animated 
movie The Lion King. 

It includes the global 
video rights for eight fea- 
ture-length animated mo- 
vies already produced by 
acclaimed Japanese ani- 
mator Hayao Miyazaki, 
whose production compa- 
ny studio Ghibli Co. Ltd. 
is affiliated with Tokuma 
Shoten. 

The alliance aiso covers 
world distribution of Prin- 
cess-Mononoke, a new 
feature by Miyazaki to be 
released in July next year, 
plus several movies from 
Daiei Co. Ltd., the fourth- 
largest film production 
company in Japan. 

Daiei has also been 
involved in Miyazaki pro- 
ductions including La- 
puta, Castle In The Sky 
(1986). My Neighbour 
Totoro (1988). Kiki’s De- 
liver}’ Service (1989) and 
Porco Rosso ( 1 9S2 ). 

“Miyazaki's Films fea- 


ture the same kind of 
quality family entertain- 
ment that Disney has 
always strived to pro- 
duce.” Walt ' Disney 
Studios Chairman Joe 
Roth told a news confer- 
ence in Tokyo via satellite 
from Los Angeles. 

Mr. Roth said Disney’s 
“extensive and effective 
distribution system will 
make it possible for his 
brilliant work to be 
received by tens of mil- 
lions of people.” 

Robyn Miller, senior 
vice president of Walt 
Disney sales, marketing 
and distribution unit Bue- 
na Vista Home Entertain- 
ment. said there was “tre- 
mendous potential” for 
Miyazaki’s films in the 
international marketplace. 

“People are looking for 
quality family anima- 
tion.” she said. 

Under the deal, Tokuma 
President Yasuyoshi 
Tokuma said that Walt 
Disney would hold the- 
atrical distribution rights 
for Princess-Mononoke in 
Brazil. France, Italy and 
other markets as well as 
the United States while 
Tokuma would hold the 
theatrical rights for 14 
markets in Asia including 
Japan. 

Walt Disney will mean- 
while acquire the worl- 
wide video distribution 


rights for all of Miya- 
zaki's films, Tokuma said. 

In addition, he said the 
recent Japanese box- 

office hit Shall We 
Dance? would be distrib- 
uted worldwide by Walt 
Disney next year, along 
with the new monster 
movie Gamera II and the 
yet-to-be-made Opium 
Wars which is due to be 
released in June next year 
before Hong Kong reverts 
to Chinese rule. 

Daiei, which is involved 
with ' all three Japanese 
movies, has been trying to 
get Britain's Princess 
Diana to play Queen 
Victoria in Opium Wars, 
which recounts the stormy 
period of Sino-British ties 
in the 19th century. 

The distribution ' of 
Miyazaki's animated 
films abroad has until 
now been largely limited 
to markets such as Hong 
Kong and Taiwan, 
although some have made 
it to larger markets such 
as the United States and 
France. 

"This is only the first 
stage of our broad alliance 
with Walt Disney. It will 
expand into magazines, 
publishing. recordings, 
character goods and many 
other fields at the second 
stage.” the Tokuma presi- 
dent said. 

Bom in 1941, Miyazaki 


initially worked for Toei 
Animation Co. Ltd. be- 
fore becoming an inde- 
pendent producer in 1978. 
He is currently considered 
the foremost animator in 
Japan following the death 
of Tezuka in 1989. 

Tezuka came to promi- 
nence with comic-strip 
novels and science-fiction 
stories in the 1950s and 
made animated versions 
of his works for television 
and the movies in the 
1960s, including Astro 
Boy and Kimba The 
White Lion. 

Japanese fans of the late 
animator protested against 
Walt Disney in 1994 fol- 
lowing the release of The 
Lion King, a highly-suc- 
cessful animated movie 
with major similarities to 
Kimba, first seen in the 
United States in 1966. 

Both stories are about an 
orphaned lion prince who 
loses his crown to a 
wicked adult lion before 
reclaiming his throne. 

Moreover, the Disney 
lion was called Simba, 
seen as a further affront to 
Tezuka's army of Ja- 
panese fans. 


Manila television ‘soap’ 
unites divided nation 


By Ruben Alabastro 
Reuter 

MANILA — It has caused 
motorists to abandon their 
cars - in. the middle of the 
street, baffled psycholo- 
gists. and provoked at least 
one murder. 

Although it may have 
caused some mayhem, a 
low-budget Mexican soap 
opera called Mari Mar has 
managed to unite Filipinos 
who usually disagree on 
almost everything. 

Every evening from 
Monday to Friday, millions 
of Filipinos drop their daily 
concerns about crime and 
poverty to escape into a 
world where a poor village 
lass turns into a ravishing, 
avenging woman. 

“Filipinos can easily iden- 
tify with Mari Mar’s strug- 
gle to change her station in 
life,” said Patrick Flores, 
who teaches an studies at 
the state-run University of 
the Philippines. 

“The theme of oppression 
and redemption always fas- 
cinates us because of our 
colonial past.” 


The plot is almost as out- 
landish as recent history in 
the Philippines, where the 
wife of an ousted and dis- 
graced dictator sits in the 
house of representatives and 
an ex-anny officer who at- 
tempted to overthrow a le- 
gitimate government is a 
senator. 

Mari Mar. played by 
Mexican actress-singer 
Thalia, falls in love with a 
rich man's son, marries him 
but falls foul of his vicious 
stepmother, who schemes to 
get her jailed as a thief. 

Poor girl and rich son sep- 
arate and when they meet 
again, she is a changed 
woman, wealthy and seek- 
ing retribution. 

A profoundly philosophi- 
cal dog whose thoughts are 
audible to the audience pro- 
vides a running commen- 
tary on the foibles of the 
cast’s human members. 

Soon after its debut on 
Manila Television In March, 
the serial zoomed to the top 
of the ratings, displacing 
even TV Patrol, long one of 
the country's top newscasts. 

Dubbed into the main 


local dialect, Mari Mar has 
changed Filipino lives. 

Housewife Fe Ilona used 
to worry about thugs in the 
streets and collected teen- 
aged daughter Joy from 
school. Now Joy walks 
home alone while her moth- 
er watches TV. 

“I drop whatever it is I am 
doing and run to the set 
when it’s Mari Mar’s time,” 
Mrs. Ilona said. 

Husbands have started 
coming home early and pas- 
sengers on buses equipped 
•with TV sets often miss 
their stops, a newspaper 
said. 

In Central Bacolod, 
motorists stuck in traffic 
abandoned their cars and 
raced to a nearby broadcast- 
ing station to see the show, 
Visayan Daily Star Editor in 
Chief Ninfa Leonardia said. 

In Manila, a man paid 
with his life for refusing to 
switch channels. His drunk- 
en cousin, who wanted to 
watch another show, 
stabbed the man to death. 

Public employees have 
drawn official warnings for 
sneaking off work to watch 


lunchtime repeats of die 
previous night’s episode. 
First offenders face a repri- 
mand but repeater^ could be 
sacked. Civil Service Com- 
missioner Thelma Gaminde 
told Reuters. 

“It’s better to warn them 
now because there is appar- 
ently a mass hysteria over 
the show” Ms. Gaminde 
said. 

Some social experts 
traced the “Mari Mar phe- 
nomenon” to the natural 
love of Filipinos for the 
underdog. 

Others attribute it to the 
country’s colonial experi- 
ence, which is similar to 
Mexico's. Both countries 
were once linked by a thriv- 
ing galleon trade. 

Colonised by Spain and 
by America. Filipinos find a 
mirror of their lives in 
heroes who project docility 
and then fight back to tri- 
umph in the end, analysts 
said. 

“The aspiration for strug- 
gle, the capacity to fight 
back somehow embodies 
our own condition,” Flores 
said. 


No frills needed to enjoy 


Marshalls’ ‘River Jordan’ 


By Giff Johnson 
Age nee France Presse 

MAJURO — When the tide is full and going down the 
force of the current is so strong in a turquoise strip that 
locals call it the River Jordan because it is the closest thing 
to a river they have. 

A prized swimming location, it separates two small but 
lush tropical atolls in the Marshall Islands. 

The sandy sides are steeply inclined, sculpted by the swift 
movement of water. At highest ride the water is chest deep 
and requires a strong swimmer to cross the 12 metres (40 
feet) between sandy beaches, but at low tide the water is as 
warm and peaceful as in a bathtub. 

The closest inhabited island, Jang, is about two and a half 
hours walk across the exposed coral reef at low tide. It is 
part of Maloelap Atoll, one of 29 atolls in the watery 
Marshalls, an oval shaped necklace of low lying Coral 
Islands, about 75 in all. 

The river separating Talto and Enemejkean acts as a fun- 
nel for the north-easterly trades and sports billowing 
coconut trees. It makes Enemejkean a pleasant island for 
lolling about. 

This is unusual for islands where searing sun, just eight 
degrees north of the equator, is a year round proposition. 

It is unbeatable as a spot for visitors looking for an adven- 
turous, outdoor kind of trip — no frills but spectacular 
unspoilt beaches and water so clear one could be excused 
for thinking it is potable. 

The word paradise has become too overused to adequate- 
ly describe the peaceful beauty of the late afternoon sun 
making its daily dive for the horizon, its orange, gold and 
purple fingers colouring puffs of clouds. For a few minutes 
each evening the sky is bathed in a kaleidoscope of breath- 
taking colours teat would make a perfect postcard. 


Sunsets are not the only time to pause on an atoll. There 
is dead low tide in tee heat of tee day when the cigar shaped 
strip of lagoon-front beach becomes a football field of 
white sand. 

In tee morning birds invariably hover 30 metres over the 
lagoon near shore and then, in a kamikaze dive, one will 
break off from tee flock and swoop straight down, beak 
opened to swallow an unsuspecting fish. 

The bird hits tee lagoon surface with a splash, waddles 
momentarily as it chomps on the fish, shakes water from its 
wings and flies off in search of another. 

This is the best tee Marshalls has to offer. Tourism, as tee 
term is defined in places like Hawaii and Guam, is yet to 
make its way into this country. 

Recent statistics show about 7,000 tourists come every 
year. While infrastructure is negligible in the outer islands, 
they are still the most interesting to visit. 

Trips can be arranged through friends, local leaders and 
hotels in the capital, Majuro, a short distance away by com- 
muter airlines operated by Air Marshall Islands. Very 
friendly islanders, spectacular vistas and lagoons, unpeo- 
pled beaches and the freshest seafood imaginable awaits 
those who take tee trouble. 

Maloelap and several other atolls were major Japanese 
bases during World War II, so a good deal of war relics — 
bunkers, machine guns, pill boxes, sunken ships and 
downed zeroes — dot the islands, making for interesting 
diversions. 

Outsiders look at an island for its beauty, Marshallese for 
its use. To Marshallese, who know evety one of the 60 plus 
islands in their lagoon by its name (to say nothing of the 
names and owners of the dozens of land parcels on each 
island), each island has a special use or story: They are used 
for making copra, hunting lobster, certain kinds of fishing, 
or is tee seat of a paramount chief or special burial grounds. 


i 



k 






f+z ry«W; ' . > •.._... 


D Health & Medicine 


Jordan Times, Thursday, August 1, 1996 


AIDS infection stabilising 


in U.S. but at high level 


By Joanne Kenen 
Reuter 


VANCOUVER. British 
Columbia — The rate of 
AIDS infection appears to 
be stabilising in the United 
States but “at an unaccept- 
ably high level," with about 
one in 300 Americans carry- 
ing the lethal virus, accord- 
ing to Centres for Disease 
Control (CDC) figures. 

Some groups ate dispro- 
portionately hard hit. One in 
50 black men — a stunning 
two per cent of that popula- 
tion.— Is believed to be 
infectedZ compared to about 
one in 3,000 white women, 
the CDC study found. 

Between 650.000 and 

900.000 Americans were 
infected with HTV, the virus 
which causes AIDS, as of 
1992. That is up from the 
estimates of 400,000 to 

450.000 in 19S4. 

More than 325.000 U.S. 
residents had died of AIDS 
through 1994, according to 


official statistics. With 
roughly 50,000 more dying 
each year, that brings the 
death toll in the United 
States alone painfully close 
to the 405,000 U.S. military 
deaths in all of World War 

n. 

“The number of Ame- 
ricans living with HIV 
increased significantly dur- 
ing the mid-to late-l9S0s 
and now may have sta- 
bilised, but at an unaccept- 
ably high level," said John 
Karon, at the CDC division 
of HTV/CDC Prevention. 

Mr. Karon and his col- 
leagues estimated that about 
half the HIV-infected peo- 
ple were gay or bisexual 
men, and about one-fourth 
were injecting drug users. 
About 15 per cent became 
infected by heterosexual 
contact — often through a 
partner who injected drugs. 

“Fortunately the number 
of Americans living with 
HTV no longer appears to be 
increasingly rapidly, and 


may even be declining in 
some groups," he said. 

“As a nation, we have 
made significant progress in 
slowing the spread of the 
epidemic,” Dr. David Sa- 
tcher, director of die CDC 
told a separate briefing in 
advance of the 11th 
International Conference on 
AIDS here in Vancouver. 

But with about 60,000 
HIV-infected people devel- 
oping AIDS each year, and 
40.000 more becoming in- 
fected with the virus, “there 
is clearly more to be done," 
Dr. Satcher added. 

Rougher versions of these 
statistics bad been made 
public earlier, but' the Dew 
report gives a closer look at 
the trends and at who is 
being hit worst by the epi- 
demic. 

The latest CDC figures, 
released here before the 
AIDS conference, will be 
published next week in the 
Journal of the American 
Medical Association. 


That journal usually has 
fine art reproduced on its 
cover, but this special AIDS 
edition has a blank cover to 
commemorate the artists 
who have died and the 
books, paintings, and per- 
formances that will not be 
created. 

Mr. Karon's team of re- 
searchers concluded that 
about one in 300 Americans 
over age 13 is infected. 
Prevalence of the HTV virus 
is higher in tuen than wo- 
men — one in 160 men ver- 
sus compared to about one 
in 1,000 women, although 
the rate of increase is higher 
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among women. 

Among men and women 
alike, blacks and Hispanics 
had higher infection rates 
than wfures. For men, it was 
one in 50 blacks, one in 100 
Hispanics, and one in 250 
whites. 

For women, it was one in 
160 blacks, one in 400 His- 
panics, and one in 3,000 
whites. 



Dr. Colin Whitehurst demonstrates the Paterson Lamp 


‘Lamp that thinks it’s 


AIDS situation explosive a | aser ’ treats cancer 


in India, say doctors 


By Dev Varam 
Reuter 

BOMBAY — Meena, a 
young widow, who tested 
HrV positive a’*year^ago, 
has suffered so much sheftis- 
no longer scared of AIDS. 

“My husband and two 
children have died after 
they tested HTV positive.” 
Meena, told Reuters this 
week. “I have lived 
through so much tragedy 
I’m not scared any more.” 

Her voice was resolute 
and her attitude almost 
defiant. 

Meena is among the esti- 
mated 200,000 HTV posi- 
tive cases reported in Bom- 
bay, India’s bustling com- 
mercial capital of 13 mil- 


lion people. 

“I find die situation quite 
explosive/’ said LS. Gila- 
da. a doctor at the forefront 
of India’s campaign against 
. AIDS since 1985. when the 
First -lease was reported in 
the country. 

Dr. Gilada’s Indian 
Health Organisation OHO), 
a voluntary agency, has 
been working in Bombay’s 
red-light district, housing 
70.000 prostitutes. 

“Nearly 65 per cent of 
these have tested HTV pos- 
itive,” said Dr. Gilada. who 
estimated the total number 
of HTV positive cases in 
India at an alarming four 
million. 

‘There is no single coun- 


try where there are so ma- 
ny HTV cases. India is sec- 
ond to one (China) in pop- 
ulation and second to none 
in HTV,” Dr. Gilada said. 

“This figure could inflate 
to 15-20 million by the turn 
of the centuiy if no serious 
efforts are made to prevent 
the spread of ADDS,” he 
said. How to curb the dis- 
ease is among issues dis- 
cussed at the 11th 
International Conference 
on AIDS in Vancouver. 

• In the last 10 years, the 
attitude of Indian officials i 
towards...tbe .existence of’ 
AIDS has * drastically 
changed — from disbelief 
and denials in 1985 to an 
awareness bordering on 


panic now. 

Officials said India’s 
western state of Maharash- 
tra and its capital Bombay 
accounted for a large pro- 
portion of the total number 
of AIDS cases reported in 
India. 

“It’s a fairly serious prob- 
lem. We are treating it as a 
priority,” said Subhash Sa- 
lunke, the stare health di- 
rector. 

Mr. Salunke said the state 
was focussing on educating 
certain -taiget- groups -such 
as students, and sex work- 
ers about the dangers, of 
AIDS. 

“We have already cov- 
ered 300.000 students in 
Bombay alone,” he said. 
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By John Newell 

BRITISH SCIENTISTS have invented whar they are call- 
ing “the lamp that thinks it's a laser," a device the size of a 
household toaster that kills cancer cells using photodynam- 
ic therapy like a laser, but at one-twentieth the cost. The 
lamp treatment has already been successfully used to treat 
more than J50 cases of skin cancer and there are now plans 
to try it against breast prostate and bowel cancers. 
Meanwhile, there are plans to manufacture the lamp on a 
large scale so the potential benefits of photodynamic thera- 
py can be made available to millions of people around the 
world. 

Photodynamic therapy (PDT) is not a new idea. But it has 
taken five years' work by Dr. Colin Whitehurst of the 
Paterson Cancer Research Institute in Manchester to find a 
way to make PDT widely available. Dr. Whitehurst says: 
‘This lamp treatment is part of a two-pronged attack on 
cancer. A light-sensitive cream or paste is applied to the 
cancer and is absorbed by it. Then a light source producing 
light of special qualities, my lamp, is used to irradiate the 
cancer that has been "coated With the cream. And within a 
few weeks the cancer has gone.” *T 

Two or-Three differen^hemicals ba&exbeen discovered 
that are readily absorbed"by living cells and are harmless 
until intense light is shone on them. Then they break down 
and release deadly cell-killing poisons sue h as free oxygen 
radicals which are so reactive that they react with, and 
break down, vital structures in the cells, tearing them to 
pieces and destroying tbe cells. Among the photoactivated 
chemicals are those which are to some extent selectively 
absorbed by cancer cells. Research has focused on finding 
ways to deliver these chemicals selectively to cancer cells 
and to concentrate light upon them so to kill the cancer cells 
without damaging normal cells. 


lenses and directed by flexible fibre optics to the cancer 
awaiting treatment 

Colin Whitehurst explains: ‘The light which has to be 
tuned to a specific wavelength, which is critical, kills the 
cancer cells but does not harm the normal cells surrounding 
them. This allows the body to regenerate healthy tissue to 
fill the gap that was once occupied by the tumour. So at the 
end of the treatment there's no scarring, no ulceration, 
you'd never know the cancer had been there in the first 
place." 

So far the lamp has been used in PDT in hospitals in 
Leeds and Glasgow ro treat more than 150 patients, includ- 
ing some affected by the scarring skin disease called 
Bowens disease as well as two of the most common forms 
of skin cancer. Like laser-based PDT, it is not effective 
against melanoma, the most deadly form of skin cancer. 

“Results from those first two or three trials (says Dr. 
Whitehurst! have been very promising, the doctors are well 
pleased with the results and the ease of operation. After one 
treatment, twelve months later more than 90 per cent of had 
been eliminated, and because r - un tt k e conventional-cancer 
chemotherapy, the cancers do not build up resistance to the 
* treatment, tumours that were noS^il%d can be treared with 
the same effectiveness as with the first treatment. So there 
is no excuse for failing to destroy these cancers/' 


Undeniably exciting 


Big future 


Recent successes have encouraged doctors to believe that 
PDT could have a big future in cancer therapy. But the rel- 
atively high cost of the lasers that have been needed to 
deliver intense light at the right wavelength has held back 
development of the treatment The lamp invented by Colin 
Whitehurst can make treatment much cheaper. The 
Paterson Lamp, no bigger than a household toaster, pro- 
duces intense light at the right wavelength from an electric 
arc, a current jumping across a gap. The light is focused by 


These results are undeniably exciting. Colin Whitehouse 
says doctors at Glasgow's Western Infirmary where the 
treatment was first tested are now planning to widen the 
scope for it. 

“We are planning further trials against breast, ovarian, 
gullet and bowel cancers and against some non-cancer dis- 
eases such as the skin disease psoriasis. That is in the 
pipeline now. The use of PDT has been held back by the 
cost of the lasers required, around £100.000 apiece plus 
expensive servicing. My light source costs about one-twen- 
tieth of that, and should allow a lot more people to benefit/' 

Die lamp has been patented and medical equipment com- 
panies are now negotiating to manufacture it on a large 
scale for use in hospitals worldwide. Dr. Gordon Me Vie. 
director-general of the U.K. Cancer Research Campaign 
who supported the development of the Paterson Lamp, says 
the lamp should be in production by the end of the year — 
LPS Feature. 


U.K. doctors report breast 


cancer breakthrough 


LONDON (R) — British 
doctors said Tuesday they 
had developed a new way 
of treating breast cancer, 
which could improve sur- 
vival rates for victims and 
in some cases might avoid 
the need for surgery. 

Doctors from tbe Royal 
Marsden Hospital and the 
Institute of Cancer Re- 
search said in a statement 
they had shown for the 
first time that chemother- 


apy drugs cause cancer 
cells to self-destruct. 

The treatment centres 
on tailoring drugs to each 
individual and adminis- 
tering them before 
surgery. 

But the use of such 
drugs needs to be careful- 
ly monitored to ensure 
that the correct drugs are 
being used and to avoid 
causing the patient unnec- 
essary suffering. 


Tbe doctors used a very 
fine needle to remove 
cells from the tumour 
before and after drugs 
were administered to 
determine the rate at 
which the cells were self- 
destructing. 

“Doctors are hoping that 
by measuring the rate at 
which the *" cells self- 
destruct they will be able 
to determine whether the 
most appropriate drugs 


are being used or not:' the 
statement said. 

“It is early days yet. but 
we have already seen that 
treating with drugs can 
shrink the tumour or even 
cause it to disappear.” 
said Dr. Paul Ellis. 

Breast cancer is the 
most common cancer in 
women, killing about 
500,000 each year world- 
wide. 


ANSWERS 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 


(5) Sheep's wool. 


(11 A shed or protective roof for soldiers. 


(2) A tench is a European fresh-water fish of the carp 
family, olive green with a golden sheen, inhabiting muddy 
waters and hibernating in mud on the bottom. 


PUZZLES 


(3) The best known were those.... 

- at Moscow (1 SI 2): 

- the Houses of Parliament (1834): 

- Tooley Street, London (1861): 

- Paris during the Commune (1871); 

- Hamburg (1842); 

- San Francisco (1851); 

- Chicago (1871), the greatest fire of the century: 

- Portland, Maine (1800); and 

- Sl John, New Brunswick (1825 & 1877). 


(A) i. Sex. (Concupiscence is sexual appetite) 

»• Reverse (A palimpsest is a manuscript the origi- 
na! writing tn which has been er^d so that it can L3 

~ P a,i " drome is a «"« - phrasewhidfread^the 

same even when jt is reversed, e.g. OTTO) - • 


(4) It was a form of thumb-screw used for torture. 
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Turn TV off, 

By Ian Grayson 


FT FLICKERS in the cor- 
ner of living rooms 
throughout the world — 
informing, entertaining, 
instructing and comfort- 
ing. Newspapers and mag- 
azines devote hundreds of 
pages to telling us what’s 
on it, and people plan their 
daily schedules around it 
for fear of missing some- 
thing. But, for the past 16 
months, I have lived with- 
out 1 L 

My television-free 
lifestyle has raised more 
than a few eyebrows 
amongst friends and col- 
leagues. Reactions range 
from surprise and scepti- 
cism to doubt and pity. 
How can anyone not have a 
television? That’s ridicu- 
lous! How do vou know 
what’s going on? What do 
you do in the evenings? 
You’re weird! 

Their opinions change 
little when told that the 
television has been 
replaced with a PC and a 
connection to the Internet 
Instead of evenings watch- 
ing The Bill solve yet 
another crime or chuckling 
at Angus Deayton as he 
smoothly delivers one 
more double entendre, I’ve 
been wandering through 
Web sites and communi- 
cating with people around 
the planet. 

But why such a drastic 
Step? As with man y thin gs 
in life, the decision to ditch 
the box was taken on the 
spur of the momenL In 
January 1995 the little 
brown envelope containing 
the television licence bill 
dropped through the letter- 
box. I was bemoaning the 
fact that I didn't believe 
there was £90-odd-worth 
of television worth watch- 
ing in a year when the fate- 
ful words were uttered by 


my partner; “Well, why 
don t we get rid of it 
then? 

The sentence hung in the 
as I grappled with the 
concept of a TV-free 
household. “Get rid of it? 
Mmm, interesting idea,” 1 
replied. I was in a comer as 
it had been me doing the 
complaining, so 1 pondered 
ail the things that could fill 
the empty hours about to 
be created in my life. I had 
been reading a bit about 
the Internet and how it was 
destined to become the 
information medium of the 
future. Perhaps now was 
the time to try it out. 

“OK,” I said. “Why don’t 
we replace the TV with an 
Internet connection?” it 
has to be said my partner 
was a little more sceptical 
about joining the growing 
online woiid, but my 
enthusiastic description 
finally convinced her. So it 
was decided — out with 
the TV and remote and in 
with the PC and modem. 

1 don’t deny that the first 
few weeks were tough. I'd 
find myself reading 
through the television 
guide on the way home 
Irom work, just to see what 
1 was missing. I’d loiter in 
the coffee room listening 
in on conversations about a 
particularly gripping 
episode of the X Flies. But, 
gradually, the pain of not 
having television subsided. 

At the same time, my 
enjoyment of the Internet 
was increasing. From a 
knowledge base of almost 
zero 1 soon was taking my 
first tentative steps. After 
the initial frustrations of 
configuring the software to 
talk to the modem, the first 
couple of weeks were 
spent exploring sites I'd 
read about in papers and 
magazines. Periods of 
silence and quiet tapping 


were interspersed with: 
“Wow, I’ve got through to 
the White House," and 
“Hey, did you know show- 
ers are forecast for Istanbul 
today?” 

Occasionally my partner 
would stand behind me as I 
toured the globe, initially 
showing interest but soon 
wandering off to pick up a 
book. *1 don’t think TV’s 
got a lot to worry about ” 
she said. But my interest 
was growing — I was : 
determined to prove her 
wrong. 

The beauty of the Inter- 
net is that it provides 
access to information on 
any subject imaginable. 
But this diversity can also 
be a disadvantage. Where 
do you start? How do you 
find what’s interesting to 
you? As someone once 
commented, it’s a little like 
trying to take a drink from 
a fire hydrant. Then, in 
about week three, I discov- 
ered the power of search 
engines. Television faded 
further from my memory. 

The concept behind 
search engines is simple — 
enter a subject, name or 
key words and the engine 
will search the Internet for 
references, providing you 
with a list of possible sites 
to explore. Armed with this 
son of help, the mass of 
information suddenly 
seems more ordered and 
you are able to select what 
you want with ease — the 
fire hydrant has been 
replaced by a drinking 
fountain. 

Now nights could be 
spent exploring any subject 
that took my fancy. If I had 
a thirst for news, wine ser- 
vices such as Reuters and 
Press Association offered 
stories and photographs 
from around the world, as 
do a wide selection of 


throw it out, get online 


magazines. If it was enter- 
tainment, I soon found a 
long list of sites offering 
everything from games to 
online tours of virtual envi- 
ronments. Even TV’s diet 
of advertising could be 
replaced by visiting some 
of the more Web-conscious 
consumer goods compa- 
nies. 

However, my partner 
remained unconvinced. 
The slow speed of the 
Web, particularly when 
downloading pages laden 
with graphics, made her 
eyes glaze over. It was then 
that I discovered forums. 

Forums are areas set up 
on the Internet to enable 
people with similar inter- 
ests to share ideas, experi- 
ences and knowledge. 
Some allow the posting of 
messages which then form 
an ongoing conversation. 
Others allow members to 
“chat" in real time. My 
partner was planning a div- 
ing holiday with a friend, 
so I mentioned there was a 
Scuba forum that might be 
worth a look. Uncon- 
vinced, she entered the 
forum and joined a live 
chat room. Two hours later 
she was still there, deep in 
conversation with two Ger- 
mans and an Italian about 
the best dive spots on the 
Great Barrier Reef. “You 
know, this Internet thing is 
not so bad,” she declared. 

Our household has now 
been 16 months sans tele- 
vision, and I can honestly 
say that 1 don't miss it at 
all. 1 can’t join conversa- 
tions about the latest rerun 
of Absolutely Fabulous, 
the entire trial of OJ Simp- 
son passed me by, and my 
lack of knowledge of any 
soap opera you care to 
mention almost makes me 
a social outcast. But I don’t 



Ian Grayson in his TV-free home 


care. The online world 
isn’t perfect it's sometimes 
slow and often frustrating. 


but, given time and a little 
creativity, it can be infi- 
nitely more, satisfying than 


television could ever hope 
to be. My TV set’s staying 
at the back of the closet. 


The Independent 


Monks’ blend percolates US. coffee market 


By Jeanne Sather 
Reuter 

VASHON, Washington 
— The Pacific northwest 
of the United States, 
home to coffee-bar chain 
Starbucks and innumer- 
able small cafes, espresso 
stands and gourmet roast- 
ers, now boasts the coun- 
tiy’s only coffee-selling 
religious order. 

The tiny all-merciful 
saviour Russian Ortho- 


dox monastery on bucol- 
ic Vashon Island, a 30- 
minute ferry ride from 
Seattle, sells four blends, 
including Abbot's Choice 
and Byzantium, a finely 
ground, greek-style cof- 
fee. 

Business has been 
booming since stories 
about the monks' coffee 
began appearing in news- 
papers several months 
ago. 

“Sales went up 800 per 


Students protest fee hike 


(Continued Grom page 1) 
the students interests and 
their desire to pursue their 
higher studies. It alleges 
that the decision was taken 
merely to meet the financial 
difficulties facing the edu- 
cational institutions for 
which the students arc not 
responsible in any way.” 

In their memorandum the 
protesters vowed “to stand 
firm in the face of the 
CHE’s decision and to do 
all that in our power within 
the law to abrogate it .” 

The memorandum 

demanded that the govern- 
ment support the 
universities without levying 
extra charges from the stu- 
dents. The memorandum 
also demanded that the 
government refrain from 
further increases of educa- 
tion fees and hold, to 
account those responsible 


for financial and adminis- 
trative corruption in gov- 
ernment institutions. 

During its regular session 
Friday the House endorsed 
a draft amendment to the 
penal code in a manner that 
would impose stricter 
penalties on people issuing 
bouncing cheques. Under 
the new amendments the 
maximum penalty for issu- 
ing faulty cheques will be a 
two-year imprisonment, 
double the previous penal- 
ty, and the fine will rise to 
JD200 from JD150. Mini- 
mum penalty will be a 
three-month imprisonment 
and a JD50 fine. 

The House also endorsed 
a civil status law after the 
prime minister pledged to 
submit to the House new 
amendment to the law after 
a thorough debate among 
all the concerned parties. 


Investigators close to cause of crash 


(Continued from page 1) 

close to the source of the 
explosion,” said the investi- 
gator; Others in the probe 
said that they were looking 
into the possibility that the 
bomb was in a passenger’s 
bag, in a food cart or in a 
nearby bathroom. 

Residue removed from the 
landing gear has been sent to 
the FBI’s main laboratory in 
Washington to look for evi- 
dence of explosives. 

As of early Wednesday, 
182 bodies had been recov- 
ered from the wreck and 171 
identified. 


A cargo door was recov- 
ered late Tuesday for from 
other bits of wreckage, indi- 
cating its being blown off 
may have initiated the crash. 

The aircraft then broke in 
two, with the nose beaded 
straight into the water and 
the rear of the aircraft, pro- 
pelled by the engines, con- 
tinuing to fly until n burst 


ivestigation should 
st nowthattbeUSS 

s moored above the 
nportant bits of 
*, and will be able 
the salvage effort 


cent," said Father Paul, 
one of two monks living 
in the former farmhouse 
near the southern tip of the 
island that serves as the 
order’s monastery. 

Religious orders have a 
history of producing fine 
food and drink, from beer 
and cheese in Europe to 
fudge and fruitcake in 
Oregon, but the Vashon 
Island monks are beUeved 
to be the only ones in the 
United States taking 
advantage of the gourmet 
coffee craze. 

With sales of less than 
10,000 lb (4*500 kg) a 
year at about $1 1 a pound 
($22 a kg), monastery 


blend coffees is unlikely 
to challenge Starbucks in 
the near future. 

Father Tryphon, superior 
of the monastery, said he 
hoped proceeds would 
allow the order to com- 
plete a new monastery on 
land donated by actor 
John Ratzenberger, for- 
merly of the TV comedy 
show “Cheers”. 

So far, a small wooden 
chapel has been built and 
foundations have been 
poured for a bookstore, 
woodworking shop, 
library, dining hall, temple 
and four monks’ cabins. 

Father Tryphon, a strik- 
ing figure with lpftg grey 


beard and black robes, 
said he did not know when 
it might be completed. 

“We have no expecta- 
tions,” said Father 
Tryphon, who learned to 
appreciate coffee during 
long hours in the coffee 
houses of berkeley while 
he studied for degrees in 
english literature and psy- 
chology at the University 
of California. 

“It all depends on how 
fast we sell coffee." 

The monks do not actu- 
ally roast the coffee but 
obtain it under contract 
from Caffe Appassionato 
Inc., a small seattle-based 
chain with 17 coffee shops 



A GREAT AUGUST EVENT 

FOR JORDANIANS & FOREIGN RESIDENTS 
ONLY .ID 28 PER PERSON SHARING A TWIN ROOM 
INCLUDING GOVT TAX & SERVICE CHARGE 
PRICE INCLUDES BUFFET DINNER & BREAKFAST 
CHILDREN UNDER 12 YEARS OF AGE SHARING PARENTS ROOM STAY 

FREE (MAX. 2 CHILD) 

THE GRAND VIEW HOTEL 


PETRA 

OFFERING 150 SPACIOUS FULLY AIR-CONDITIONED ROOMS ALL 
WITH QUEEN OR KING SIZE BEDS. IN-ROOM AMENITIES INCLUDE 
MINI-BAR, TELEVISION WITH SATELLITE AND VIDEO, FULLY- 
EQUIPPED PRIVATE BATHROOM WITH HAIRDRYER, DIRECT 

TELEPHONE LINES, ROOM AND LAUNDRY SERVICE. 

****** 

IN-HOUSE SERVICE INCLUDES: 

THE CAFE ROYAL RESTAURANT 
SERVING MIDDLE EASTERN & CONTINENTAL CUISINE 
THE SUNSET LOUNGE 
OFFERING A BIRDS EYE VIEW OF PETRA & WADI ARABA 


THE EAGLE S NEST BAR 
THE MAJESTIC SWIMMING POOL. 

WITH TERRACE & SNACK BAR 
SEMINAR ROOMS 
BILLIARD ROOM 
BOOKSHOP 

TRAVEL OFFICE & INFORMATION DESK 

FOR RESERVATION CONTACT: 

TEL; 652415/6 FAX: 652417 


of its own. 

The beans are packed in 
distinctive half-pound 
(250-gramme) gold bags 
showing a monk sipping a 
cup of coffee and distrib- 
uted mostly by mail-order 
direct from the monastery. 

The monks will also 
take telephone orders, but 
only between 10 am. and 
5 p.m. 

“We don’t allow our cof- 
fee company to rule our 
lives,” said Father 
Tryphon. 

Coffee is the most suc- 
cessful of the monk's 


fund-raising efforts, but 
they also sell religious 
books, produce icons and 
make and sell rosaries. 

They have sold plants at 
an open-air market on 
Vashon Island, where resi- 
dents have made them feel 
welcome from the begin- 
ning, often leaving gifts of 
flowers, eggs and gro- 
ceries on the front porch 
of the monastery. 

If the coffee sales con- 
tinue to be successful, the 
venture, which has the 
blessing, of the. 
monastery’s bishop in San 


Francisco, will allow the 
community to grow to 
about 12 monks. 

Orthodox communities 
are required to be self- 
supporting and Father 
Tryphon adds that it is 
important for them to have 
employment. 

They have ’ been 
approached by venture 
capitalists interested in 
putting money into the 
tiny coffee business and 
by others interested in 
buying it outright 

But monastery blend 
coffees is not for sale. 


Rawdat Al Ma’aref Schools & College 

congratulates its Foundation Year Students on 
their outstanding performance and their 
acceptance by British Universities. 
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Basem In aim 

AAAA 

University of Liverpool 

Dentistry 

Haithem Al Muhtaseb 

AAAA 

UMIST 

Electrical & Electronic 
Engineering 

Bedra Sharif 

AAAB 

UMIST 

Biochemistry 

Shaher Al Araj 

AAAB 

UMIST 

Manufacturing System 
Engineering 
Manufacturing System 
Engineering 
Management Studies 

Ziad Naghug 

AABC 

UMIST 

Bari Ameer Pishdadi 

AABC 

University of Leeds 

Sahar Al-Tebawi 

ABBB 

Liverpool John Moores 

Pharmacy 

Elman Bani Mohammad 

ABBC 

UMIST 

Optometry 

Yasmeen Assaf 

ABBC 

University of Manchester 

Sociology 

Mohammed Al Shreda 

ABBD 

UMIST 

Electrical & Electronic 
Engineering 

Nader Moustafa 

CCCD 

University of Liverpool 

Medical Electronics 

Mahmoud Nofal 

BDDD 

University of Leeds 

Mechanical Engineering 
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Reliance on Mideast oil seen reviving OPEC power 


KUALA LUMPUR (R) — 
East Asia will become 
more dependent on Middle 
East oi! supplies as wells 
run dry in the region, giv- 
ing OPEC renewed power 
to control prices, 
Malaysia's Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohammad said 
Tuesday. 

Opening the Asia oil and 
gas conference in Kuala 
Lumpur. Mr. Mahathir said 
an imbalance between 
increasing consumption in 
East Asia’s booming 
economies and dwindling 
production “should be of 
concern to the region". 

“The . decline in the 
regional crude availability 
will result in the region 
being more dependent on 
imports of Middle Eastern 
crudes, whose reserves are 


estimated to last about 100 
years a their current rate of 
production," he added. 

“To consuming countries, 
this high dependence on 
the Middle East crudes 
may result in OPEC again 
exercising control over 
prices,” Mr. Mahathir said. 

No country in East Asia 
will be independent of out- 
side oil supplies for long. 
“Even Malaysia, which 
presently exports half of its 
oil and gas production, 
may become an oil import- 
ing country fairly soon,” he 
said. 

Malaysia has said it 
expects its crude oil pro- 
duction to drop to 600,000 
barrels per day(bpd) by the 
year 2000 from 664,000 
bpd in 1995. The country 
limits the number of new 


oilfields which can be 
brought onstream each 
year in order to conserve its 
reserves. 

The regional 

supply/demand imbalance 
may further be aggravated 
by an increasing demand 
for environmental I y-friend- 
ly fuels as a new environ- 
mental awareness takes 
root in Asia, Mr. Mahathir 
said. 

“New environmental 
standards are being rapidly 
proposed and implement- 
ed, not only in the richer 
countries of Asia, but also 
in many of the region’s 
developing nations,” be 
indicated. 

Lead is being phased out 
of the gasoline mix, diesel 
and fuel oil specifications 
are being tightened to con- 


trol sulphur content and 
efforts are under way to cut 
the aromatic content of jet 
fuel, Mr. Mahathir said. 

Nuclear power genera- 
tion “has now gone into 
disrepute and few new 
plants are being built in the 
region, thus putting even 
greater pressure on oil and 
gas for power generation,” 
he said. 

Natural gas is one answer 
to declining crude produc- 
tion. with regional reserves 
amounting to 328.5 trillion 
cubic feet. 

But bringing natural gas 
to the marker requires enor- 
mous infrastructural invest- 
ments. “to achieve 
economies of scale, the 
projects would have to be 
reasonably large and the 
markets assured.” 


Mr. Mahathir also called 
for more research on using 
energy more efficiently and 
identifying new and renew- 
able resources. 

“If we can imagine all the 
Asian countries having the 
per capita income of West- 
ern countries, the con- 
sumption of petroleum 
would probably dty up all 
the oil wells of the world in 
record time,” the prime 
minister said. 

Harnessing renewable 
energy resources, particu- 
larly hydro-electric power, 
“should be encouraged and 
subsidised by the devel- 
oped western nations, in 
the interest of conserving 
exhaustible fossil fuel for 
them to share in the 
future”, Mr. Mahathir said. 


Bahrain tries to hire more nationals 


without discouraging business 


MANAMA (AFP) — 
Bahrain, the first Arab 
Gulf country to see its oil 
revenues dry up, is trying 
to meet the challenge of 
finding work for its 
nationals without under- 
mining business confi- 
dence. 

The authorities have 
□ever recognised a link 
between unemployment 
and the anti-government 
unrest which has led to 
more than 20 deaths in 20 
months, but they have 
launched an ambitious 
programme of “Bahraini- 
sation." 

The programme has 
bothered many business- 
men who have been used 
to hiring foreign labour. 

“We had., a*, situation. . 
w^iere tbg^problem. of . 
unemployment -was., not " 
properly adrirfeSsed or even 
recognisetF^vhen 1 took 
over” in June 1995, 
Labour Minister Abdul 
Nabi Shuala said. 

• A total of 4,409 people 
were unemployed in mid- 
1995, but the figure 
dropped to 3,344 in 
December, or a rate of 1.4 
per cent, but it has proba- 
bly climbed back again 
this summer as school 


leavers seek jobs, he said. 

Mr. Shua was surprised 
at the low unemployment 
rate, saying be believed it 
was higher before be 
entered government. 

But in Shiite Muslim 
areas, where unrest has 
been strongest, “each fam- 
ily has at least one unem- 
ployed person ” he said. 

Such a situation has 
prodded officials into find-’ 
ing more jobs for nationals 
in Bahrain, where 135,000 
foreigners work, accord- 
ing to official figures. 

Bahrainis held 30 per 
cent of the jobs in the pri- 
vate sector at the end of 
1995 and die programme 
aims to increase the num- 
ber by five per cent a year 
until the year 2000. offi- 
cials, said.-;!* 

1 ; By’' '2020, the govern- 
ment hopes to create still 
more jobs with the con- 
struction of a new port and 
industrial zone, an exten- 
sion of Manama Airport, 
and a 260-megawatt power 
plant linked to a seawater 
desalination plant 

Although Bahrainis are 
generally well-educated, 
many of them lack motiva- 
tion, a sense of responsi- 
bility and die work ethos, 


the minister said. 

The government is there- 
fore devoting more 
resources to job training 
and on Saturday inaugu- 
rated an employment ser- 
vices office that aims to 
match job seekers and pri- 
vate companies. 

“From now on, nobody 
will move and go to a job 
without training.” Mr. 
Shuala said. 

At die same time, the 
government is raising the 
cost of foreign labour, by 
doubling the cost of a 
work permit. It has also 
imposed a three per cent 
training tax on the manu- 
facturing and hotel indus- 
try. 

But while large compa- 
nies can assume responsi- 
bility ' ; for, employing 
.’Bahrainis, small and medi- 
um firms aS^ complaining 

“Bahrainization has 
played a role in the shrink- 
ing of the economy” an 
Indian businessman said. 

Bahrain does not levy 
taxes on companies but 
“we end up paying so 
many bills, fees and levies 
that we’d be better off pay- 
ing taxes,” he said. 

The increase in fees, 
combined with anti-gov- 


THE Daily Crossword by Janet R. Bender 


ACROSS 
1 NaCI 

5 Mint or basil 
9 Shire of Rocky 
films 

1 4 Was aware of 

15 Declare 

16 Due 

17 Alcohol burner 

18 Critic Siskel 

1 9 Knight's weapon 

20 Center from St. 
Louis 

23 Steven of 
“Under Siege" 

24 Small case 

25 Pouchlike part 
28 Designer Saint 

Laurent 
30 Settle down 
snugly 
32 Craze 
35 Center from 
Philadelphia 
38 He loved his 
Insh Rose 

40 Also 

41 Capital of 
Yemen 

42 Center from 
New York City 

47 Each 

48 Regard 

49 Social climber 

51 Actress Susan 

52 Lacking rigidity 
55 Matador 

59 Center from 
Pittsburgh 
61 Harp on 

64 Entry or exit 

65 Happiness 

66 In the midst of 

67 Zenifh 

68 Lamarr of old 
films 

69 Skater Torvill 

70 Place for tools 

71 Baobab, e.g. 
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DOWN 

1 Distorts 

2 Pilasters 

3 Late actress 
Lone 

4 Nasal 

5 Tough 
bargainer 


All nghts reserved 

6 At any time 

7 Actress Taylor 

8 TV comedienne 
Butler 

9 “Lord of the 
Rings’ author 

10 On the road 

11 Writer Yutang 

12 Business abbr. 

13 Grow old 

21 Root overhang 

22 Pueblo dweller 

25 Part of some 
shoes 

26 Solo 

27 Composer 
Franck 

29 Takes a chair 

31 1960's campus 
. org. - 

32 Well-known 

33 Humiliate 

34 Unwashed 

36 Lettuce variety 

37 Clark's partner 
39 — out. 

(supplement) 

43 Hodgepodge 

44 Kuwaiti ruler 



45 Came in 

46 Elbow — 

50 Intelligent 

53 King of Greek 
legend 

54 Dog 

56 Sniggler 

57 — la Paix 

5B Rayed flower 


59 Neighbor of N. 

• . Dak. 

60 Capital of Togo 

61 British rule in 
India 

62 Actress 
Thurman 

63 Word after bat 
or bus 


eminent unrest which has 
hurt retail trade and 
tourism, has undermined 
confidence in the economy 
and spurred an outflow of 
capital, financial analysts 
said. 

Banks have also noticed 
an increase in the opening 
of accounts for offshore 
firms in a bid “to avoid de 
facto taxation,” they said. 

Shiites in the Sunni 
Muslim-ruled archipelago 
complain of job discrimi- 
nation and say this is a 
major reason for the 
protests which have shak- 
en Bahrain since Decem- 
ber 1994. 

They also demand a 
restoration of the parlia- 
ment suspended in 1975. - 


Israel, WB, 
Palestinians 
to speed up 
industrial 
parks 


TELAVIV (R) — The 
World Bank, Israel and the 
Palestinians will cooperate 
to speed up creation of the 
first industrial park on the 
border between Israel and 
the Palestinian self-ruled 
areas, Israel’s ministry of 
commerce and industry 
said Tuesday. 

Commerce and Industry 
Minister Natan Sharansky 
and World Bank President 
James Wolfensohn agreed 
at a meeting in Washington 
Monday that the three sides 
would hold discussions 
over three months to pre- 
pare for setting up a park 
that, if successful, would 
serve as a model for further 
such facilities: 1' 


THE BETTER H ALF 

GlASBepG&l ■ ” 


By Glasbergen 



“When women want to eat macaroni 
and cheese without feeling guilty, 
we call it 'pasta salad’.” 


HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR FRIDAY AUGUST 2, 1996 
By Thomas S. Pierson, 

Astrologer, Carroll Righler Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) This is a good day today to see 
many people as you ran especially those who are involved in the 
same career activities as you. A communication can test your 
ability, however, you can handle it well and be successful. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to May 21) Handle financial affairs one after] 
the other today and you can get good results. The evening is per- 
fect for fun with your loved ones so do as many activities as pos- 
sible and you can have a pleasant time. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) If your mate is disturbed about: 
some situation today, be more willing to compromiseand discuss, 
whatever is bothering him or her. Come to an understanding later] 
this evening with some bigwig concerning a new project 
IMOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Remain poised when 
someone you have just recently met wants to involve you in some 
unpleasant situation, which you have no desire to participate in at' 
[ this time. Later this evening will be good for going, out on the 
town. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) It may be difficult to attain person- 
al desires today, however, persevere and you can make any situa- 
tion work to your advantage. Study that group affair which could 
be very useful to you at this time with some assistance. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Don’t change the plan*! 
you had made in the business world today to get rid of the pres- 
sure you may be under. Later this evening you can spend some 
time with close friends out on the town and have a good time with 
them. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) A new contact could give! 
you ideas today which are not profitable to you so you should 
take them with a grain of salt Be polite and listen to some knowl- 
edgeable individual later this evening concerning some project 
and do nothing. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21 ) Your mate may want to 
do something unusual today which is not wise so be soothing and 
prevent this. Later this evening you should consult with someone 
in authority about a new project and get his or her approval tol 
proceed. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21 ) A fellow asso- 
[ciate may not seem to have any set purpose today, so be patient] 
for things can only get better. Be youiself later this evening and 
!you can discover the answers for some difficult situation which is] 
present 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to Jan. 20) Make sure you finish 
the career activities which are doing today and you can gain some, 
valuable recognition from some bigwig. A fellow associate could 
start some difficulty, so pay no heed to whatever occurs. 
AQUARIUS: (Januaty 21 to February 19) Get into activities 
which have proven satisfactory in previous days and you can be 
quite successful Try not to be so much of a perfectionist and just) 
go with the flow or you can find yourself spending a lot of tune 
on unnecessary steps. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) It may be a good idea today! 
to get away from home for awhile and allow your loved ones to 
have some time by themselves. Wear a smile this evening even if] 
you have to pin it on especially around your close friends. 


Birthstone of August: Peridot — Golden Quartz 




THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
|g by Hanri Arnold and Mike ArglHon 


Unscramble these tour Jumbtss. 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordnary words. 


RACCO 


How fast 
can you 
Ibrfc? 

\ 


I 


MKttMlUliMMlK 


KARNC 

- * 


YOPMI 

C 





_ 



u 

MPOCE 



s 

WtW 

_ 

_ 


HI'S* knowledge OF I 
WATCJ-ee- made 
HIM THie. 


Now arrange the dieted letters to 
form Bte surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by foe above cartoon. 


Print answer here : 




Yesterday’S 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: BELIE GIVEN APtECE RANCOR 
Answer The parishioners said the church bells 
were-A-PFELlNG 


Peanuts 


MV ARM HURTS A6AIN.. 
. I THINK I HAVE 
0 LITTLE LEAGUE ELBOW'' 





HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR 
THURSDAY AUGUST 
1,1996 

By Thomas 5. Pierson , 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Righter Foundation 


to: 


ARIES: (March 21 
April 19) Business matter^ 
are slow in the rooming 
today so tiy to keep busy 
ion whatever your careerl 
{activities happen to be, 
Study bills closely before 
paying them since yon 
could be paying for some-] 
thing you truly do not owe, 
TAURUS: (April 20 
May 21) You have a plan ofj 
personal nature which pres 
sents a difficulty today, so! 
you should handle the situ- 
ation in a logical manner. 
Use care in ban 
money matters, and you 
will do well in the days 
ahead if you are resource-] 
fuL 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 
21) Tackle a difficult 
predicament today, you 
will solve it quickly. You 
|bave a chance to push per- 
sonal affairs later this 
evening whereby you can 
achieve some success in 
the days ahead with any 
assistance which is provid- 
ed. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) Sieerj 
clear of a disturbed friend 
today since you cannot be] 
of assistance in a manner] 
in which you truly want to 
be. Try to understand yourl 
mate and be of assistance 
for any difficulties which 
be or she may have in the 
[days ahead. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Make sure the frets 
and figures are correct ini 
some new project if you 
want to gain outside sup- 
fport from some knowl- 
edgeable person. You 
should avoid strange 
acquaintances tins evening 
and have some fun with 
close friends. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) You may 
find it difficult ro get a new 
(plan to work properly 
' rotfay, so you. should seek, 
advice of-a bigwig who 
can be of great assistance. 
You should avoid a schem- 
ing person who disturbs 
your day and can make 
things difficult. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Don’t be hard] 
on someone you owe 
{money today or you cou!d| 
make the situation worse. 
Do more for your mate 
later this evening so show, 
your appreciation of this 1 
person. Stay at home with 
your loved ones. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to, 
November 21) Study well' 
how best to deal with a fel 
low associate today 
some project which you 
are involved in at this time 
Forget business tonight; 
after a successful day of 
and spend some quality 
time with your loved ones. 
SAGITTARIUS: 

(November 22 to Decem- 
ber 21) Get right to the 
career activities today 
which you have promised 
to perform and complete 
any tasks which a^e given 
you. Take things 
stride later this evening 
and you will be able 
improve your health for the 
days ahead. 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to Jan. 20) You may 
find it difficult to empha- 
sise your creative side, .. 
today, so wait for a better)^ 
opportunity. Encourage 
your mate in whatever are 
or her career activities, 
thereby you can be happy 
with your loved ones 
this time. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 
February 19) This is not| 
good day to handle diffi- 
culties at home with your 
’oved ones, so put them off 
a more appropriate peri- 
'- Don’t spend too much! 
money for evening enter- 
tainment tonight or youi 
could find yourself low oflj 
funds. 

SCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Be steadiest at 
your career activities dur- 
ing the daytime today and 
you can have great success. 
Guard against nervousness 
r a disagree ensues later) 
this evening between you 
and your mate so that there, 
will be great harmony. 


to 


Birthstone of August: 
Peridot — Golden 
Quartz 
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Business & Finance 


Jordan Times, Thursday-Friday, August 1-2, 1996 



JEBA meeting stresses opportunities of partnership with 
EU, but says economic reform necessary for reaping them 

BvfthnlioAI.il 


By Ghalia Alul 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Jordanian 
economists and business- 
men' have acknowledged 
positive impact the 
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Euro- Jordanian assodation 
agreement will have on the 
Kingdom’s economy but 
stressed that the country 
has to redress a number of 
imbalances in its economic 
planning and system before 
it can utilise the opportuni- 
ties the agreement is 
expected to offer. 

At a panel discussion on 
the agreement, organised 
by the Jordan Europe Busi- 
ness Association (JEBA), 
speakers stressed that once 
finalised, the deal would 
reflect a Jordanian policy of 
economic liberalisation and 
will help the Kingdom join 
the ranks of developed 
conn tries. 

Former minister of 
finance Anis Mouasher told 
the meeting Tuesday 
evening that Jordan has the 
necessary qualifications for 
entering the developed 
world club but private and 
public sectors management 
have to modernise and 
apply modem techniques in 
order to manage the coun- 
try’s human resources who 
can turn Jordan into a 
developed country. 

He stressed that the King- 
dom should adopt a policy 
of economic openness in 
order to achieve the 
required economic devel- 
opment. 

“I don’t think (economic 
development) could be 
achieved without economic 
liberalisation," Mr. 

Mouasher said. 

He added that liberalisa- 
tion should be preceded by 
significant reforms such as 
ijeducihg. bureaucracy, p^h-j 
solidating democracy, tejit-j 
tling government involve’ 
mem in the economy, and 
strengthening the role of 
the private sector. He said a 
closer relation between the 
private and public sectors is 
necessary for the success of 
the reform programme. 

Mr. Mouasher said that 
the economic restructure] 
programme, which the 
Kingdom agreed on with 
the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) and the World 
Batik, has not yet resolved 
all the problems which 
impede economic develop- 
ment 

JEBA Honorary President 
His Royal Highness Prince 
Firas Bin Raad said that 
open trade is an essential 
feature of the new world 
economic system, noting 
that globalism is providing 
opportunities for nations of 
the world who adopt the 
right economic policies. 

The key to success lies in 


nature of the trade environ- 
ment. transparency in legis- 
lation concerning invest- 
ment, and the transfer of 
technology, said the Prince. 

Mr. Mouasher said that it 
is vital for Jordan to learn 
from the experiences of 
countries which concluded 
associations agreements 
with the European Union 
(EU) as the Euro- Jordanian 
association agreement 
enters its final stages of 
negotiations. 

He said the Kingdom 
should seek the advice of 
international consultants 
and local legal and eco- 
nomic experts to ensure 
securing a deal which 
would be suitable for all 
parties involved. 

Mr. Mouasher added that 
Jordan should try to con- 
vince Europe to consider 
the Arab World an econom- 
ic unit due to the disadvan- 
tage Jordan will have in 
calculating the value added 
tax for exports and imports, 
pointing out that while 
most raw materials used by 
European industry comes 
from Europe, Jordan, with 
its limited productive base, 
imports most of its raw 
material. 

The question of dealing 


with the value added tax is 
among the issues which Mr. 
Mouasher said will have to 
be addressed before finalis- 
ing the agreement. 

Other such issues include 
subsidies and protective 
policies which will weaken 
the Jordanian industries’ 
ability to compete if they 
are maintained. 

He urged the private sec- 
tor to gradually reduce its 
dependence on subsidies to 
be able to penetrate the 
international markets. 

“Without adopting such 
procedure, the country will 
be a prisoner of protocols 
and bilateral agreements 
which do not provide 
enough incentives for com- 
petition," Mr. Mouasher 
said. 

The products of sub- 
sidised industries are 
below international stan- 
dards and thus Jordan did 
not manage to develop suf- 
ficient export markets, he 
said, noting that the bal- 
ance of trade between the 
Kingdom and the Euro- 
pean countries is signifi- 
cantly in favour of the EU. 

Mr. Mouasher reiterated 
that Jordan’s private sector 
should improve production 
quality and better its perfor- 


mance. 

He noted that at the early 
stages of implementing the 
association agreement, 
Europe would be better 
positioned to gain from it 
and Jordanian institutions 
would in return obtain 
European administrative, 
financial and technical 
assistance to achieve vast 
improvements. 

Mr. Mouasher added that 
Europe could also establish 
joint ventures in the King- 
dom which would help 
transfer European technol- 
ogy to Jordan. 

He said that (he terms of 
the agreement oblige Jor- 
dan to cancel customs 
duties on imports from 
Europe which constitute a 
high percentage of Jordan’s 
imports. Therefore, he 
said, it is important to 
reconsider replacing cus- 
toms duties with sales arud 
consumption fees. 

Mr. Mouasher said the 
protection of intellectual 
property rights is one of the 
major issues which will be 
addressed by the agree- 
ment. 

Jordan should amend leg- 
islation pertaining to these 
rights, he said, in order to 
avoid international eco- 


nomic and financial punish- 
ment. 

“It is in our interest to 
modernise legislation on 
the protection of property 
rights which will encourage 
local inventions, protect 
inventors and writers from 
intellectual piracy and 
strengthen Jordan’s credi- 
bility,” he added. 

At the opeuing of the dis- 
cussion, JEBA president 
Mohammed Fayez Khatib 
explained the objectives the 
Jordan European Business 
Association hopes to 
achieve, stressing that 
JEBA will cooperate with 
other organisations and the 
government in trying to 
realise its goals of helping 
the country’s private sector 
companies. 

Chairing the panel discus- 
sion was economist and 
former minister of industry 
and trade Bassam Saket. 
Penalists included Secre- 
tary General of the Ministry 
of Planning Nabil Amman. 

Established in 1996, 
JEBA is an independent, 
non-profit organisation 
which aims at promoting 
Jordan's economic links 
with the countries of the 
(EU). 
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Government will not be able to hire 
new employees after one year — minister 
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**LABOUR MINISTER Abdul Hafez 
jShakhanbeh said the minimum wages will 
not be below the poverty line which, in 1994, 
was JD132 and could be around JD150 at 
present. He added that the figure was not final 
as it will be specified after conducting stud- 
ies. The minister emphasised that the fixing 
of a minimum wage will contribute to replac- 
ing foreign labourers with Jordanian workers 
and, as such, reduce the current IS per cent 
unemployment rate. 

Dr. Shakhanbeh said that the ministry bad 
found some inhumane practices, especially in 
[the area of low pay, in the labour market and 
that it had become necessary for the ministry 
!to intervene and to protect the interest of the 
tworkers through specifying a minimum 
wage. He also stressed that the minimum pay 
should be indexed to the inflation rate and the 
increase in the cost of living. 

The ministry did not see the subject in gen- 
eral as a big problem especially as 36 per cent 
of the Jordanian workforce was employed by 
the state. He reasoned that although wages 
were below the required level "they were 
commensurate with the available capabili- 
ties.” Yet, he pointed out as examples, there 
are some schools which employ teachers for 
no more than JD SO salary per month while 
other schools limit iheir staff to a nine-month 
salary per year. ‘This is not fair at all," be 
said. 

Dr. Shakhanbeh rejected criticism from 
{some economists who warned of negative 
{consequences if a minimum was fixed, such 
as discouraging investment and triggering 
higher unemployment when employers 
[respond by laying off their workers. He 
emphasised that "labour and labourers should 


not be perceived as a product and a number 
subject to supply and demand.” The minister 
said that by specifying a minimum pay, the 
country would be assisting Jordanians r» 
replace more than 300,000 foreign workers in 
the Kingdom and would also be altering the 
negative- social perception towards some 
jobs. 

He indicated that the unemployment prob- 
lem was embedded in low wages and once 
this aspect is rectified, many young people 
will accept the available opportunities and 
will be encouraged to retrain accordingly. 

The minister revealed that a year from now. 
the government will not be able to hire any 
new employee except to fill vacancies. ‘The 
fact that the stare is the largest employer has 
produced indolence and a large number off 
civil servants who are not productive,” be 
pointed out. “I personally know hundreds of] 
employees who do not know their positions 
until now and who were not given any classi- 
fication or job description.” Dr. Shakhanbeh 
said there was a total of 135.000 people 
working for the government and described 
the figure as a very large number if measured 
against the total number of the populption.' 

Dr. Shakhanbeh concluded by telling jour- 
nalists at a press meeting that the ministry 
was aware of wrong practices in the private 
sector and that a new plan organising the 
labour market has been prepared and will be 
submitted to the Cabinet soon. He noted that 
a workshop will be held in November, in 
cooperation with the International Labour 
Organisation (ILO) to discuss various labour 
issues and submit recommendations that will 
help in preparing a formula for specifying a 
minimum pay (A1 Aswaq). 
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FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in Al Rabia 
area, third floor, 1 90 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605-810609 
. Fax: 810520 J 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional QusHtyl in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO phot* 
30% I mrgmr 


• Free mniarf- 

20x30 cm 
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Open House 
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More Fashionable Now ? 
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Appruimcnis 
in Amrr-an 


for details please call 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 


dollak 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 
Tel. 693399 



^ WE SEND 
) FLOWERS 

WORLD WIDE 


( Interflora Membership ) 
* Fresh & Dry Flowers 
Production & Designe 


Salma Inter Flower 


Um Uthainah 
Madina M. Street 

Telefax : ( 8X1395 
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Happnltafs 

patcM/M 

Soupo & Safad* (fal* 


OPEN DAILY FROM 
10 A.M - 1 AM 
TeL 857199 
Fax 898537 

Umm Utlxaiaa 
behind San Rock 
Hotel 
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OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING 

•TENNIS COURT 

• HEALTH club 

• SAUNA & J* 01 


Tel: 758180 

Radio & tv station RD. 




Abdoun - Tel : 819564 
Mobil Phone ■ (079) 29339 
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CLEANING 

SERVICES 

FOR 

RENT 
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VILLAS 
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Dream Team beat Brazil, 
Aussies top Croatia 


ATLANTA (R) — The U.S. Dream Team 
defeated Oscar Schmidt’s Brazilians 9S-75 
on Tuesday and Australia pulled off a 
dream comeback against tough Croatia to 
reach the semifinals of the Olympic basket- 
ball tournament. 

Despite their attempts to introduce some 
razzle-dazzle into a contest that was never 
in doubt, the Americans were asked if they 
found the game a little boring. 

“Boring? Boring’s when you lose, 77 said 
forward Grant Hill. 

Schmidt, two games away from his 
Olympic farewell in his record fifth Games, 
is the all-time leading Olympic scorer, the 
scoring leader in this tournament and was 
the high scorer in the game with 26 points. 

Hill, Scottie Pippen and Penny Hardaway 
all had turns guarding him. 

“I'm very happy because that means 
respect. I’m very happy they played hard 
against me," said Schmidt. 

“Offensively, I think he’s a wily veteran 
that knows what he can get away with and 
has no conscience about shooting anytime," 
said Hardaway. “Defensively? He left that 
behind 10 years ago." 

“He's been around, he knows the game, 
he knows the officials and he knows what 
he can and can't do and what he can get 
away with," said Hill. “That’s why he’s 
been so successful. 

“He’s the best shooter I’ve seen in a 
while," added Hill, whose Detroit pistons 
team mare Allen Houston recently jumped 
to the New York Knicks. “He can come to 
Detroit if he wants to." 


Schmidt, 38. will continue to play in the 
losers’ bracket for two more games. 

The United States next face Australia, 
who shocked Croatia 73-71 thanks to for- 
ward Tony Ronaldson’s four-point play 34 
seconds from the end. 

Australia erased an eight-point second- 
half deficit and used an 11-0 run, with 
Ronaldson’s three-pointer and free throw 
the tie-breaker. 

“Boy, was I elated,” said the 24-year-old 
forward, who scored 17 points. 

Teammate Andrew Gaze, who scored a 
game-high 26 points, said: “Biggest win in 
Australian basketball history." 

Vladan Alanovic scored 18 points includ- 
ing a three-pointer at the end for the final 
margin as the Croatian^, with three NBA 
players including Toni Kukoc of the cham- 
pion Chicago Bulls, were knocked out of 
medal contention. 

On the other side of the quarter-finals. 
Yugoslavia, like the United States 6-0 and 
still without any real test, demolished China 
128-61 on Tuesday to set up a semifinal 
showdown with their long-time rivals 
Lithuania. 

The Yugoslavs used all 12 players and had 
□o starter play for more than half the game. 

Lithuania disposed of Greece 99-66 with 
surprising ease, holding their leading scorer 
Nikos Economou to just one point. 

The Lithuania- Yugoslavia semifinal on 
Thursday pits familiar foes against one 
another. Yugoslavia won the European 
Championship last year in a close, bitterly 
fought final with Lithuania. 


‘Lewis promised place in relay’ 


ATLANTA (R) — pressure 
on the U.S. track coaches to 
select Carl Lewis for the 
4x100 metres relay team 
increased on Tuesday when 
his manager said the nine 
times Olympic champion 
had been promised a place 
if he qualified for the 100 
final at the U.S. trials. 

Lewis finished eighth and 
last in the final at the trials 
but head U.S. track coach 
Erv Hunt said before tbe 
Olympics that he would not 
select him for the relay 
team. 

On Tuesday, however, 
Santa Monica Track Club 
manager Joe Douglas said 
assistant U.S. manager 
Charlie Greene had told him 
Lewis would be selected for 


the relay squad if he made 
the 100 final at the trials. 

“They gave me a piece of 
paper which said Carl 
would be in the relay,” 
Douglas said. Asked who 
had passed the paper, 
Douglas replied: “Charlie 
Greene." 

Neither Hunt or Greene 
were available for com- 
ment. 

On Monday night Lewis 
equalled Finnish runner 
Paavo Nurmi’s Olympic 
record of nine athletics gold 
medals “when he won his 
fourth consecutive. Jong 
jump title. 

Lewis told a news confer- 
ence earlier he would love 
to have the opportunity to 
win a 10th Olympic gold 


medal in front of an 
American audience. 

‘To be honest it’s not my 
decision, it’s not my 
choice.” he said. “It’s up to 
them. I think l am running 
as well as anybody. I have 
run very well.” 

He then added without 
elaborating: “I am not 
putting any pressure on 
them. The pressure is com- 
ing from someone else." 

Lewis said he disagreed 
with the decision to select 
the first four from the 
American trials. . . 

“The .objective is to put. 
the four best people on the 
track,”he said. “I ran well in 
the trials and ran in the 
finaL” 


Gunnell may be forced to quit 


ATLANTA (R) — Britain’s former world 
champion Sally Gunnell has some difficult 
decisions to make about her sporting future 
after an injury destroyed the defence of her 
Olympic 400 metres hurdles title at the 
Atlanta Games. 

Gunnell was forced to pull up in 
Monday’s semifinals because of an injured 
foot and will have the injury examined 
closely at an Atlanta hospital on Wednesday 
evening. Her future in the sport could be in 
doubt. 

“She will have a scan and see then what 
the damage is,” British team spokesman 
Tony Ward said on Tuesday. “But she is not 
going to make any decisions (about her 
future) in the heat of the Olympics. She will 
wait until she gets home." Gunnell, who 
turned 30 on Monday, has been plagued by 
injury over the last two seasons. 

She was unable to defend her title at last 
year’s World Championships in the 
Swedish city of Gothenburg because of an 
operation on an injured heel. 

At the beginning of July she also had to 
pull up in an important race in the Swiss 


Athletics 

Badminton (ladies singles finals ) 
Canoeing 

Rhythmic gymnastics 
Badminton (men's final) 

Badminton (mixed doubles ) 
Summary A (Channel 1) 

Athletics (four finals) 

Archery (men’s final) 

Equestrian (jumping team finals) 
Rhythmic gymnastics 
Table tennis (men's final) 

Summary B (Channel 1) 

Field hockey (ladies final) 

Boxing semifinals 
Football (ladies final) 

Diving (men’s platform preliminary) 
Summary C (Channel 1) 


town of Lausanne because of an inflamed 
Achilles tendon. 

After showing signs of her top form on 
Monday she had to be helped from the track 
again. 

T felt the foot during the warm-ups. It 
was sore but I tried to ignore it.” Gunnell 
said. “1 hit the fourth hurdle and that 
knocked me off balance almost into the 
next lane. 

“I then rotated on the foot and that is what 
caused the problem. There is no way I could 
have gone on.” 

Gunnell is determined that she will not go 
through another operation again. If faced with 
the prospect of surgery, the Englishwoman is 
almost certain to call it a day and concentrate 
on her business and family Ufe. 

But if the injury is not serious, Gunnell 
could decide to make a final bid for another 
tide at next year’s worldchampionships. 

“She won’t have another operation. If she 
requires another operation that’ll be it,” Ward 
said. “But I think she might like to leave on a 
higher note. Maybe at the World 
Championships in Athens. 
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Russia's Vera Ilyina dives during the preliminary competition at the Georgia 
Tech Aquatic Center. She currently leads all divers in the preliminary round 
(Reuters photo) 



Ukraine’s Elena Vitrichenko performs her rhythmic routine during an exhibition 
of gymnastics Olympic champions. Rhythmic gymnasts performed alongside 
acrobats, tumblers, medalists and trampolinists during the festive gala (Reuters 
photo) 


Athletics (men’s walk! 

Canoeing semifinals 
Rhythmic gymnastics' 

Diving (men’s platform semifinals) 
Arclwiy (ladies team final) 

Tennis (ladies singles final) 

Summary A (Channel 11 
Archery (men’s team final) 

Rhythmic gymnastics final 
Tennis (men’s doubles final) 
Wrestling freestyle finals 
Athletics five finals 
Synchronized swimming (team finals) 
Summary B (Channel 1) 

Baseball final 

Field hockey (men's final} . 

Boxing semifinals 
Diving (men's platform final) 
Summary C (Channel 1) 



archery 

Men’s individual finals 

ATHLETICS 
Men's decathlon. HO hur- 
dles 

Women's high jump, quali- 
fying 

Men's decathlon, discus 
Women’s long jump, quali- 
fying 

Women's 800 wheelchair, 
finals 

Men's 1 ,500 wheelchair 
finals 

Men’s decathlon, discus 
Men’s decathlon, pole vault 
Men’s decathlon, javelin 
Women's 200, semifinals 
and finals 

Men's 200, semifinals and 
finals 

Women’s 1,500 semifinals 
Men's decathlon, javelin 
Men's 1,500 semifinals 
Men’s 400 hurdles, finals 
Men’s 5,000 semifinals 
Men’s decathlon, 1,500 
(final) 

BADMINTON 
Women's singles, gold 
medal match 

Men's singles, gold medal 
match 

Mixed doubles, gold medal 
match 

BASEBALL 
4th to 1st place 

BASKETBALL 

Men's classification and 

semifinals 

Women's classification 
BOXING 

Light flyweight, ban- 
tamweight, lightweight, 
welterweight, mid- 

dleweight, heavyweight 
semifinals 

DIVING 

Men’s platform prelims 

FIELD HOCKEY 
Men and Women's 11th 
place to finals 

RHYTHMIC GYMNAS- 
TICS 

Individual prelims 
Group finals 

SOCCER 
Women finals 

TABLE TENNIS 
Women's singles finals 
Men’s singles semifinals 

TEAM HANDBALL 
Women’s (7th place to 
semifinals) 

TENNIS 

Women’s singles semifinals 
Men's and Women’s dou- 
bles semifinals 

VOLLEYBALL 
Men’s quarterfinals 
Women’s 7th place to semi- 
finals 

WRESTLING 

(FREESTYLE) 

52kg, 62kg, 74kg, 90kg, 
130kg prelims and classifi- 
cation 


Schedul e for Friday. 
August— 2 

ARCHERY 

Men’s and Women's team, 

1st round to finals 

ATHLETICS 

Men’s 50kra race walk, 

final 

Men’s 400 relay, 1st round 
and semifinals 
Men’s javelin, qualifying 
Women’s 400 relay, 1st 
round and semifinals 
Men’s 1,600 relay, 1st 
round and semifinals 
Men’s javelin, qualifying 
Men’s pole vault, finals 
Women’s shot put. finals 
Women's long jump, finals 
Men's 3,000 steeplechase, 
finals 

Women's 10.000, final 

BASEBALL 
Men’s finals 

BASKETBALL 
Men's Utb-5th place games 
Women's semifinals 

BOXING 

Flyweight, featherweight, 
light welterweight, light 
middleweight, light heavy- 
weight and super heavy- 
weight semifinals 

CANOE-KAYAK 

SPRINT 

500 semifinals men’s kayak 
and canoe single and dou- ^ 
ble, women’s kayak single 
and double 

DIVING 

Men’s platform semifinals 
Men’s platform finals 

FIELD HOCKEY 
Men’s 5th to gold medal 

RHYTHMIC GYMNAS- 
TICS 

Individual prelims 
Group finals 

SOCCER 
Bronze medal match 

SYNCHRONIZED 
SWIMMING 
Team, free routine 

TEAM HANDBALL 
Men's 11th place to semifi- 
nal 

TENNIS 

Women’s singles gold and ^ 
bronze medal 

Men’s doubles gold medal 
match 

VOLLEYBALL 
Men’s 7th place to semifi- 
nals 


yachting wrestling 

Ope™g mat c h race, m 

2nd round; Mens 470 and ~' kg ' 62k i- 7 4kg. 90kg, 
Women’s 470 finals 130kg classification and 

medal matches 
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B *i Michael Douglass & Annette Benlng In 

The American 
P| President 

jj|?fai Shews: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


Adel Imam stars in 
Sleeping in Honey 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

Toy Story 

5:00 p.m 


CONCORD “1” 

Jim Carrey & Jeff Daniels 
Dumb and Dumber 
Shows:_ 12:30, 3:30, 6:1 5, 8:30, 1 0:30 

CONCORD “2” 
BRAVEHEART 

Shows; 3:00 , 6:00. 9:00 


Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 


Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tlibeishat 

play starts 8:30 p.m 






PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Rights 
at 8:30 p.m. 
t-or reservation please call 
625155 - 640155 
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Irish runner fails 
drug test 

hOTtefidledato^tesffcfei'do ™" ner Maria McMa - 

ati? A,,anra 

IrisMJ^c Committee ^Bu! a spokesman . for *e 
more details at the moment" W cannot S>ve any 


Bomb victim’s child 
sees Dream Team 


■ ATLANTA <R) — The 14- 
year-old daughter of the 
woman killed in Atlanta’s 
Olympic park bombing left 
her hospital bed on Tues- 
day for a private meeting 
with members of the Amer" 
icon basketball “Dream 
Team.'’ 

Fallon Stubbs was with 
her mother Alice 
Hawthorne when a pipe 
bomb exploded in the early 
hours of Saturday, 
'awthome died and Fallen 
nained deep flesh 
inds to her arms and 

i the Dream Team’s 
.el on Tuesday, Fallon’s 
.ice lit up with a broad 
smile when she was intro- 
duced to star forward 


Charles Barkley, who hand- 
ed her his practice jersey. 

Other players gave her 
basketball shoes, signed 
balls and posed for pictures 
at a private meeting. 

Fallon was invited as the 
team’s guest for the game 
against Brazil on Tuesday 
evening. 

After that she will return 
to the hospital where she 
was already being treated 
for an illness before the 
bomb attack. 

Civil rights leader Jesse 
Jackson visited fallon in 
hospital after the bombing 
and said she deserved an 
Olympic gold medal of her 
own for the pain of 
bereavement and injury. 


* Britain headed for 
worst Olympics 
in 40 years 


LONDON <AP) — ' Sur- 
passed by most of its 
larger and smaller Euro- 
pean neighbours, Britain 
js heading for its worst 
Olympics in 40 years 
witfr government under-- 
finding beingblamed. "Ms* 1 

The headline across 4bfci n 
back page of Wednes- 
day’s evening standard 
said it all, “Why are we 
so useless?” 

Britain had only one 
gold medal through 
Tuesday — Steve Red- 
grave and Matthew Pin- 
t sent won in coxless pairs 
’ — while France had 13, 
Italy II and Germany 
10. Even much smaller 
countries have done bet- 
ter — Ireland and 
Switzerland had won 
three each and Belgium 
two. 

Overall, the nine 
medals (three silver and 
five bronze) is the lowest 
total since Britons won 
11 in 1952 in Helsinki, 
Finland. 

They won 20 four 
years ago in Barcelona 
and 24 m Seoul in 198S. 

Worst yet, Britain is 
likely to return home 
without a gold in track 
and field — the show- 
piece of the Olympics. 

Britain hit the depths 
on the track when 
defending Olympic 100- 
metre champion Linford 
Christie made two false 
starts in die final, was 
disqualified and then 

f molested and refused to 
eave the track. 

Long-time rival Carl 
Lewis ripped him. 

“I thought it was disap- 
pointing, said Lewis, 
who won the long-jump 
gold. “It wasn't typical 
of the character I 
believed Linford had.” 

“If I fouled three times 
the long jump, I 


m 


to 


wouldn’t ask them 
give me a fourth jump. 
That’s the way it is ” 
Lewis said. 

A promised meeting 
after the Olympics 
between British Sports 
Minister Iain Sproat and 
Dick Palmer, head of the 
British Olympic Associ- 
ation, is being labeled as 
an “inquest.” 

“I knew Atlanta was 
going to be tough.” said 
Palmer, speaking from 
Atlanta. “But this has 
been very disappointing 
and frustrating. - 
“Other countries focus 
on their elite- athletes. We 
do not,” he added. 
“Unless the government 
provides more cash for 


the top coaches ro work 
with our sportsmen and 
women, we will continue 
to fall further behind.” 
Palmer also spoke 
directly to Prime Minis- 
ter John Major. 

“I have a message for-. 
John Major but think 
these Games have told 
him what it is. We need 
money,” Palmer said. 

Palmer said about 400 
million pounds ($620 
million) were available 
to finance sports, but he 
called the financing 
structure haphazard. 

He also suggested a 
Government plan called 
"raising the game” 
announced last year by 
Major to push sports in 
schools and develop 
A sports academy 
came too late. About 100 
million pounds in 
national lottery funds 
will be spent on the 
academy. 

Heritage Secretary Vir- 
ginia Bottomley said 
Wednesday she was 
ready to listen to new 

C lans for funding sports, 
ut said thegovemment 
was reluctant to get 
directly involved. 

“We know that some of 
these countries concen- 
trate so much on sports 
in order to prove that 
they are better than other 
countries," Sproat, the 
minister of sport, said 
Wednesday. ”We don’t 
want to go down that 
route.” 

“There are . a lot of 
lessons to be learnt from 
what we have seen in 
Georgia over these two 
he added 



O’Sullivan crashes out 
as Boulmerka struggles 


Men’s 470 team from the Ukraine of Yevhen Braslavets (skipper, rear) and Ihor 
Matviyenko (crew, on trapeze) power towards the weather mark in race ten of the 
Olympic 470 regatta in the waters off Savannah, Georgia July 30. Ukraine fin- 
ished eigth in the race but clinched the gold medal in the class with one race yet 
to be sailed (Reuters photo) 


ATLANTA (AFP) — Sonia O’Sullivan, 
billed before the Olympics as a sure bet for 
two golds, crashed out of the Games 
empty-handed here Wednesday as she 
trailed home a distant 10th in her opening 
1,500m heat 

The Irish world champiun, who had earli- 
er failed to finish the 5,000m after strug- 
gling with a stomach problem, fell right off 
the pace in the final lap of the second heat. 

She walked off in floods of tears and was 
bugged and kissed by an Irish team official 
before being led away. 

Her time of 4min I9.77sec left her 28th 
out of the 32 runners in the first round, 
making her one of eight athletes to be elim- 
inated. That time was almost 20 seconds 
behind her season's best this year of 
3:59.91, the second best time in the world 


m . 


The 26-year-old had revealed after her 
5,000m flop: T was really struggling with 
diarrhoea and I wasn’t 100 per cenr. 1 did- 


n’t tell anybody because I'm not the sort of 
person who wants to make excuses.” 

She had vowed: “Now though I feel 1 can 
go out io the 1500m and think positively, 
1 10 per cent. I’ve absolutely nothing to lose 
and everything to win ” 

World and Olympic 1,500m champion 
Hassiba Boulmerka, meanwhile, looked in 
trouble as well despite qualifying in ninth 
place. 

... .The Algerian timed 4:09.96 to qualify in 
-ninth place overall but looked to be strug- 
gling despite the fact that her heat had also 
been run at a slow pace. 

The 28-year-old, who became the first 
African woman to win a world title when 
she won in Tokyo in 1 99 1, has only had one 
run this season. Reportedly struggling with 
sore tendons, she has been training in secret 
but ran in nice in France earlier this month, 
finishing a disappointing seventh. 



Cuba’s Felix Savon lands a left jab to Georgian Giorgi Kandelaki during 91 kg weight 
class boxing action. Savon won the Olympic bout and advances to the semifinals 
round (Reuters photo) 

Frenchman’s blow sparks controversy 


ATLANTA. (R) — Heavy- 
weight medal prospect 
.Chqstophe ^Mendy^. France 
wasJ,.ato^he ceutteuof. an 
Olympic boxing controversy 
on Tuesday after being dis- 
qualified for hitting low. 

Mendy had been widely 
hailed as one of the few bright 
prospects in a division domi- 
nated for many years by 
Cuba’s world and Olympic 
champion Felix Savon. 

Savon maintained normal 
service by beating Georgian 
Giorgo Kandelaki 20-4 to take 
bis expected place in the semi- 
finals. 

Kandelaki could take conso- 
lation in being the first boxer 
here to score more than three 
points against Savon, who 
knocked out his last opponent 
in the first round. 

But Mendy was tee talk of 
the day with tee remarkable 
disqualification teat deprived 
him of a medal, handed an 
unexpected win to Canada's 
David Defiagbon and deprived 
fans of a possible mouth- 
watering Savon-Mendy final 

“7r’s a scandal,” tee French- 
man fumed. “Everyone could 
see teat he was faking it. mak- 
ing a show of tee whole 
thing.” 

The offending blow came 
after one minute and one sec- 
ond of the third round when 
Defiagbon. who led 10-9 but 
was clearly tiring, was appar- 
ently hit below tee belt and 
collapsed writhing to tee can- 
vas. 

Not everybody was con- 
vinced. 

“Thai wasn’t a low blow” 


said U.S. assistant coach Jesse 
Ravelo. backing up Mendy’s 
own., assertion thar be had hit 
Defiagbon on tee hip and his 
opponent was faking. 

Many others who watched 
video replays were also con- 
vinced teat tee Canadian had 
not been hit in tee groin. 

American Nate Jones, due to 
face tee winner in tee semifi- 
nals, watched tee fight and 
thought tee Canadian was act- 
ing. 

Anwar Chowdhry, president 
of the International Amateur 
Boxing Association (AIBA) 
said he could not comment on 
tee blow but an appeal by tee 
French team had been submit- 
ted. 

He said a ruling by AIBA's 
technical committee was 
expected to be made late on 
Tuesday or on Wednesday. 

if tee disqualification is 
upheld it will mean Defiagbon 
is guaranteed at least a bronze 


medal, the reward for losing 
semifinalists in tee boxing 
competition. ■ •. .v-:.- 

The Canadian denied he hgcf 
been faking. “I didn’t mean to 
win this way.”he said. “I want- 
ed to win tee fight on points. 1 
wasn't the one who made the 
decision. The referee saw it I 
feel a little sad for him.” 

The controversy overshad- 
owed tee day, with three 
Americans, four Cubans and 
two Bulgarians all winning 
through. 

Jones, who watched tee last 
Olympics in prison where he 
was serving a sentence for car 
theft, provided the big cheer 
for tee borne crowd by beating 
Tfco Jiang of China 21-4. 

Lightweight Terrance Cau- 
then made sure of another 
bronze for the U.S. as did mid- 
dleweight Roshii Wells, but 
American light-flyweight 
Albert Guardado was a loser. 


FOR RENT 

Furnished roof consisting of 3 bedrooms, 
3 bathrooms, living room, dining room, 
with telephone and separate central 
heating. The building has a lift. 

Tel. 826849 or 642467 



Alahlia-Abela 

Superstore 


BACK TO SCHOOL 


NO ONE ELSE HAS THE VARIETY 
NO ONE ELSE OFFERS THE 

PRICES WE DO. 

STARTING 2/8/96 


FOR RENT 

.A spacious 3 bedroom furnished or 
unfurnished apartment of an area 250 sq.m., 
with garden and telephone in a quite 
neighbourhood near the 5th Circle in Jabal 
Amman. 

Tel.: 672846 


TWO-FLOOR FURNISHED SEMI VILLA 

Located in Al Hummar. 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 
sitting room, fire place, Italian marble flooring, 
storage room, modern kitchen from Germany, 
central heating, telephone , beautiful garden 
Call: 641919 between 4-6 p.m. 

Rent: 6,500 per annum 


Super Deluxe Furnished Apartment 
For Rent 

Area 177 sq.m., 2nd floor, 3 bedrooms, lounge, dining, 3 
verandas, 3 bathrooms, American kitchen, telephone, lift 
and satellite. Preferably diplomatic missions or 
companies. To be rented annually or every six months. 
Location: AJ Gardens, Opposite Pizza Hut. 

Call Tel.: 701585, 699422 


r .MpSf. International Community School 
Khilda, Amman 

We arc the only school in Amman offering the full 
Britisb curriculum, with minor adaptations which 
reflect our international context, for children aged between 
three and eleven years. 

The language of instruction is English and all of our full- 
time staff are UK-qualified. There is extra provision far 
the support of non-English speaking children. In addition, 
several curriculum subjects are specialist taught. 

Our school provides a pleasant, stimulating environment 
with priority given to monitoring and enhancing the 
progress of individual pupils. 

The new term begins on 4th September, bur applications 
for admission should be made during July and August on 
Mondays at the school, 9:00 a.rq. to 1 2:00 noon, or in 
writing to P.O. Box 2002, Amman 11181. 

Further details: Tel: 841070 Fax: 847109 


Mighty Russian lifts the gold 


ATLANTA (AFP) — 
World champion Audrey 
Chemerkin crushed the 
world jerk record to win 
the over- 108 kilogramme 
superheavyweight 
weightlifting title at the 
Atlanta Olympics Tuesday. 

The 24-year-old Russian 
hoisted 260 kg in the 
clean-and-jerk for a total 
lift of 457.5 kg after lying 
third in the snatch section 
at 197.5kg. 

German Ronrvy Weller 
raised Chemerkin’s 15- 
month-old world mark by 
1.5kg to 255kg. The Ger- 
man lay flat on his back, 
threw his shoes toward the 
crowd, thinking he had 
clinched gold. But within 
17 seconds Chemerkin had 
his world record back. 

The 26-year-old Weller, 
who has moved up after 
winning the up-to-108 kg 
heavyweight title at the 
1992 Barcelona Games, 
took tee silver with a total 
of 455kg after leading. tee 
snatch sectioq.aloag With. 
Bulgarian-bonr ", w §telan 
Botev' of ' Australia at 
200kg 

“I thought I won the 
gold. Initially I was disap- 
pointed,” said Weller who 
was also beaten by 
Chemerkin into second 
spot at tee worids in 
Guangzhou in China in 
November 

Botev settled for the 
bronze at 450kg after fail- 
ing in bis own world 
record attempt al 255kg. 

Chemeridn, at 1.83m and 



U.S. super-heavyweight weigh tlifter Mark Henry 
comes off the floor while competing in the 108- pi us kg 
event at the Olympics. Although Henry is not a 
favoured medal contender he broke an Olympic record 
as the heaviest weightlifter in Olympic history (Reuters 
photo) 


165kg, was not impressed 
by his rival’s premature 
celebrations. 

“Basically, I didn’t see 
what Weller did. I don't 
care if he undressed on the 
stage.Only thing I cared 


was how to win," he said. 

Aleksandr Kurlovich, 
back in competition after a 
year-long ban for the use 
of anabolic steriods, failed 
in his bid for a third 
straight Olympic gold. 
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EI-Zay reaffirm its position in the International market. 

A new agreement has been signed between El-Zay 
and the Italian ready-wear manufacturing giant, Gruppo GFT. 

Now, El-Zay will produce and market 
two internationally-acclaimed labels throughout 
the Middle East: Classic by Ungaro and Studio 


STUDIO UOMO 




CLASSIC BY UNGARO 


u 

ungaro 

far* 


El-Zay. a local expert company leads the industry to globul horizon* 
as it opetis up new prospects for future success. 








12 News 


Israel to consider freeing Sheikh Yassin 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Israel said on 
Wednesday it would consider 
freeing Islamic militant 
Hamas founder Sheikh 
Ahmed Yassin after recover- 
ing the body of an Israeli sol- 
dier kidnapped by Hamas 
seven years ago. 

Israeli officials said on 
Tuesday they bad — acting 
on information from Yasser 
Arafat's Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) — found 
the body apparently of soldier 
Ilan Saadon in Israel buried 
under a new beachfront high- 
way south of Tel Aviv. 

Israeli and Palestinian offi- 
cials denied die recovery of 
S aadon's body was part of a 
deal to win freedom for the 
ailing Sheikh Yassin, 60. from 
Gaza. But Israeli Defence 
Minister Yitzhak Mordechai 
suggested his release was not 
out of the question. 

Asked by reporters if Israel 
would release Sheikh Yassin, 
the defence minister said: 
“We have a lot of military and 
security subjects on our table 
and we are dealing with that 
One of the subjects I think 
will be in the future Ahmad 
Yassin. 

“Then we will ask all of the 
security branches whai they 
think and then maybe we will 


Israel prepares bypass 
around Ramallah 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — The Israeli army 
has begun work on a road bypassing Ramallah. the eco- 
nomic capital of Palestinian autonomous areas in the 
West Bank, Israeli television said Wednesday. The 
Jewish settlers living near die town, located just north of 
Jerusalem, already have separate bypass routes and 
would not be able to use the new road, which is to be 
reserved for Israeli army patrols. Hie- new road is aimed 
at curtailing the growth of Ramallah, Israeli television 
said. An Israeli army source told AFP. however, that the 
road was designed to help intercept Palestinians trying 
illegally to enter Jerusalem 


make a decision in the 
future." 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu said the recovery 
of the body was pan of the 
cooperation Israel expected 
from Mr. Arafat’s authority, 
its partner to interim peace 
deals, but other ministers left 
open the possibility of a simi- 
lar gesture. 

Public Security Minister 
Avigdor Kahalani, asked 
about die possible release of 
Sheikh Yassin or the return of 
bodies of guerrillas, said: “I 
believe this matter must be 
discussed and reconsidered." 

Hamas men in a car, posing 
as religious Jews in skullcaps, 


Saudis to donate $30 milli on for Jerusalem 


BETHLEHEM. West Bank (.AFP) — Saudi Arabia has agreed 
to provide $30 million to finance projects in Arab East 
Jerusalem and the West Bank town of Hebron, Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat announced on Wednesday. Mr. Arafat, 
speaking before a meeting of die Palestinian legislative coun- 
cil, said that $10 to $ 12 million would go to Hebron and rest to 
the A1 Quds (Jerusalem) Committee of the Organisation of the 
Islamic Conference (TOC). Hebron, where 120.000 
Palestinians live along with some 450 Jewish settlers, has been 
a flashpoint of violence, and Israel has delayed its scheduled 
withdrawal from the town as part of the Palestinian autonomy 
accords. Mr. Arafat did not say bow die money would be used. 
The Palestinian leader visited Saudi Arabia on Sunday and 
Monday, where he met King Fafad and Crown Prince Abdullah. 


Clinton to sign welfare reform bill 


WASHINGTON (R) — President Bill Clinton said on 
Wednesday he will sign sweeping Republican-sponsored legis- 
lation to reform welfare despite some misgivings. ‘Today we 
have an historic opportunity to make welfare what it was meant 
to be: A second chance, not a way of life," Mr Clinton said at 
a White House press conference. “So I will sign this bill, first 
and foremost because the current system is broken.” But Mr. 
Clinton said he was endorsing the legislation despite misgiv- 
ings over some of its provisions, including one that would limit 
welfare benefits to legal immigrants. He said he would work to 
make changes in the future. The landmark bill — which is 
expected to be passed by the House of Representatives later on 
Wednesday — would end a 61-year guarantee of federal aid to 
the poor, limit benefits to five years and require recipients to 
work after two years of benefiis. 


Arab security officials define terrorism 


CAIRO (AP) — Arab security officials ended a two-day meet- 
ing on cooperation Tuesday that agreed on a definition of ter- 
rorism but failed to devise a plan to fight it. The meeting drew 
officials from 15 Arab countries, some of which are facing vio- 
lence blamed on Muslim militants. Delegates agreed that ter- 
rorism was an organised violence that caused terror or fear. But 
the definition did not include “armed struggle by occupied peo- 
ple to free their occupied lands.” said Ahmad A1 Salem, secre- 
tary-general of the Arab Interior Ministers' Council, which is 
sponsored by the Arab League. That wording was a demand by 
Iraq, Syria, Sudan a i T >bya, which have insisted the definition 
exclude resistance to L>. I’s occupation of southern Lebanon 
and the Palestinian territories. 


Militants decapitate guard, kill Christians 


CAIRO (AP) — Suspected Muslim militants killed a security 
guard in southern Egypt and decapitated the body as a warning 
to others, police officials said Wednesday. Other militants were 
accused of shooting dead two Coptic Christian cousins, they 
said. Police found the body of the guard, identified as 
Mohammad Tewfik Ahmad, on Wednesday morning in fields 
near the village of Tanaga near Malawi. 260 kilometres south 
of Cairo. Police officials in southern Egypt said he had been 
kidnapped by suspected militants and then murdered. His head 
was not found, said the officials, who spoke on condition their 
names not be used. But the interior ministry, which is respon- 
sible for internal security, said m - statement that Ahmad was 
murdered because of a dispute over guard duties. 


Iraq, Iran to exchange more PoWs 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq and Iran will on Aug. 13 exchange 
the bodies of soldiers killed in the 19S0-198S war between the 
two countries, a foreign ministry source said Wednesday. 
Tehran will hand over the bodies of 400 Iraqi soldiers to the 
government in Baghdad, which will return the corpses of 65 
Iranian troops to Tehran, a ministry source told the official AJ 
Jumhuriya daily. The newspaper said the exchange would take 
place under an accord concluded with Iran in September 1995 
and that joint military research teams were still looking for the 
remains of those killed along the 900-kilometre frontline. Last 
month Iran proposed that it would hand over the bodies of 400 
dead Iraqis. In June, the two sides exchanged the bodies of 144 
Iranian soldiers and 200 Iraqi troops. 


Three beheaded in Mecca for rape 


RIYADH (AFP) — A Saudi and two Nigerians were beheaded 
by the sword in the Holy City of Mecca on Wednesday after 
they were found guilty of raping a Saudi woman, the interior 
ministry said. With the latest beheadings, 21 people have been 
executed in Saudi Arabia this year, according to a loll based on 
official statements .The three "surprised a Saudi couple and 
raped the woman under threat of force.” the ministry said in a 
state men LThe convicted Saudi was named Ibrahim Hanm 
Takiuni, while the two Nigerians were identified as Khaled 
Mohammad Baria and Qodsi Mustapha Mohammad. 


seized Saadon from a hitch- 
hiking post in Israel in 19S9. 

An Israeli military court 
that year jailed wheelchair- 
bound Sheikh Yassin for life 
for ordering the kidnap and 
killing of Saadon and another 
Israeli soldier. 

Palestinian officials 
appealed to Mr. Netanyahu to 
release Sheikh Yassin in a 
reciprocal humanitarian ges- 
ture. 

“It (the authority) simply 
wanted to help from a human- 
itarian standpoint on this mat- 
ter but it also expects there 
would be humanitarian steps 
from the Israeli side such as 
in the matter of Sheikh 


Ahmad Yassin,” said Sufian 
Abu Zaydeh. head of the 
Israel desk in the Palestinian 
authority. 

“1 believe Sheikh Ahmed 
Yassin can contribute a lot to 
calming the atmosphere here 
and moderating the Hamas 
organisation,” Mr. Abu 

Zaydeh told Israel Radio. Mr. 
Arafat himself said Sheikh 
Yassin should have been 
released under previous peace 
deals. 

Only 10 days ago 

Lebanon's Hizbollah guerrilla 
group swapped the bodies of 
two Israeli soldiers for the 
bodies of more than 100 guer- 
rillas held by Israel. 

Israeli- Palestinian efforts to 
locate the body of Saadon 
began when Shimon Peres 
was the prime minister before 
Mr. Netanyahu, the Likud 
Party leader, ousted him in a 
May 29 election. 

Palestinian officials said the 
self-rule authority sent people 
to Sudan to talk to a former 
Hamas man who knew the 
body’s location. They learned 
the body had been unearthed 
and buried more than once. 
The former Hamas man had 
asked for — but not received 
— $300,000 in return for the 
body. 


Saudi, U.S. agree to 
move U.S. troops 


DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabia 
and the United Stales on 
Wednesday announced 
agreement to move U.S. 
troops to new locations in the 
kingdom as quickly as possi- 
ble to improve security for 
American forces there. 

A joint statement issued by 
the U.S. embassy in Riyadh 
said the agreement was 
reached during talks in Saudi 
Arabia between U.S. 
Defence Secretary William 
Perry and his Saudi counter- 
part Prince Sultan. 

It said tire two ministers 
“agreed that coalition forces 
will move to new locations 
on Saudi facilities. This will 
greatly improve security 
while ensuring that missions 
will continue to be carried 
out effectively”. 

“They agreed to make the 
moves as quickly as possible, 
in order to reduce disruption 
within Saudi Arabia, while 
improving security for U.S. 
forces," the statement said. 
“These moves will be initiat- 
ed immediately and complet- 
ed on an urgent basis, with- 
out interrupting ongoing 
operations.” 

The plan to move 4.000 of 
the 5,000 U.S. troops sta- 
tioned in Saudi Arabia — 
where they enforce a “no- 
fly" zone over southern Iraq 
and help train the Saudi 
National Guard — followed 
two lethal bomb attacks on 
American forces in less than 


one year. 

A fuel truck packed with 
1.360 kilogrammes of explo- 
sives killed 19 U.S. airmen in 
Dhahran on June 25. A much 
smaller car bomb on Nov. 13 
killed five Americans and 
two Indians in Riyadh. 

No arrests have been 
announced in connection 
with the Dhahran blast Four 
Saudis were beheaded for the 
earlier attack. 

U.S. officials last week 
said Ml Percy would press 
the world’s largest oil pro- 
ducer and exporter to provide 
at least half of die hundreds 
of millions of dollars needed 
to improve security of U.S. 
troops. 

Mr. Percy, who arrived in 
Saudi Arabia on Tuesday, left 
the kingdom on Wednesday 
for neighbouring Kuwait 

It was not immediately 
clear whether he visited A1 
Khaij Air Base, 100 kilome- 
tres southeast of Riyadh, to 
which Saudi Arabia has 
agreed the UJS. troops should 
move this summer. 

Officials in Kuwait said 
Mr. Percy was due to meet 
the emir. Sheikh Jaber A1 
Ahmad A1 Sabah, but 
declined to give more details 
of his programme or say how 
long he would stay in the 
Guff state. 

State-owned Kuwait News 
Agency said on Tuesday Mr. 
Perry would visit U.S. troops 
in Kuwait. 
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A CRANE LIFTS ASECTION OF SEATS FROM FLIGHT 800: A crane lifts a sec- 
tion of coach seats from TWA Flight 800 that was recoverd from the Atlanic Ocean 
Tuesday. Some 230 people were killed when the 747 jetliner exploded off the New 
York coast July 17 (see page I story) (Reuters photo) 


Iraq asks U.N. for legal defence funds 


GENEVA (R) — Iraq said 
on Wednesday it had asked 
the United Nations to allot 
money from a fund set up to 
compensate victims of the 
1990 invasion of Kuwait 
that would allow Baghdad 
to mount a legal defence 
against claims. 

Deputy Foreign Minister 
Riyadh A1 Qaysi told 
reporters that since major 
claims were now being 
studied by the U.N.'s 
Compensation Commission 
(UNCC), Iraq ought to have 
a right under international 
law to defend itself. 

“But we don’t have the 
money, because we are 
under international sanc- 
tions, to pay for the lawyers 
that we need to mount that 
defence.” Mr. A1 Qaysi said 
he told a three-man panel of 
commissioners set up by the 
UNCC governing council. 

Under international law. 
he said, Iraq had a right to 
be allowed to prepare a 
proper defence. “Give us 
the money, and give us the 
time to enable us to respond 
to the claims,” Mr. A1 Qaysi 
said he had argued. 

He said the three commis- 
sioners, studying a claim by 
Kuwait for $1 billion for the 
cost of putting out hundreds 
of oil well fires that started 


as Iraqi forces pulled out in 
1991. had replied they had 
no power to respond. 

Mr. A1 Qaysi said 
Baghdad was asking for the 
UNCC’s governing council, 
made up of the 15 members 
of the U.N. Security 
Council, to study the 
request, and was declining 
to participate further in the 
panel hearing, due co end on 
Wednesday or Thursday. 

A statement from the 
commission confirmed that 
Iraq had made the request, 
but said the panel had 
rejected a demand from Mr. 
AI Qaysi that the hearing on 
the so-called “Kuwait well 
blow-out control claim” be 
suspended. 

Under a recent oil-for- 
food deal negotiated 
through the United Nations. 
Iraq is being allowed to sell 
up to $2 billion of oil over 
six months to buy food and 
medicine. 

But 30 per cent of the pro- 
ceeds of the sale go to the 
UNCC fund for compensat- 
ing both private, corporate 
and governmental claims 
over Baghdad’s short-lived 
seizure of Kuwait. 

Mr. AJ Qaysi said 
Baghdad was not going 
back on the oil-for-food 
deal, details of procedures 


for which have yet to be 
finalised, and did not mind 
whether the money to sup- 
port a proper defence came 
under that deal or from else- 
where. 

He also declined co put a 
figure on the sum he said 
Baghdad would need to hire 
lawyers, technicians and 
other specialists to pur 
together a defence case. 

Cash has come into the 
UNCC fund from other 
sources, including frozen 
Iraqi assets, but despite total 
claims of some $190 billion 
the commission has so far 
been able to pay out only 
around $13 million, mainly 
to individuals. 

This week’s closed-door 
hearing was the first to tack- 
le a major claim, and is to 
be followed by others from 
Kuwait totalling $30 bil- 
lion. including $12 billion 
for Joss of oil sales during 
the Iraqi occupation and for 
months after. 

Mr. Al Qaysi. who called 
reporters to a meeting also 
attended by leading Swiss 
lawyer Pierre Lalive and 
Amsterdam-based interna- 
tional law Professor Peter 
Malanczuk, said without 
proper defence Iraq would 
have “one arm tied behind 
its back”. 


Haredim 
Jews launch 
new war on 
mini-skirts 


Iranian troops pull out of Iraq after ‘total failure’ 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Ultra-ultradox 
Jews in Jerusalem have 
restarted their campaign 
against the mini-skirt, dam- 
aging on Wednesday the car 
of an Israeli woman whom 
they considered to be inde- 
cently dressed, police said. 

The car's tires were punc- 
tured and eggs thrown on it 
near the education ministry 
where the woman worked, 
which is next to the ortho- 
dox religious quarter of Mea 
Shearim. 

The woman had already 
been harcn>...il a few days 
earlier by a group of ortho- 
dox Jews who threatened to 
set her car on fire, police 
said. Other women in the 
area have been splashed 
with ink or douced with 
garbage in the last few 
weeks by Haredim (God 
fearing) orthodox Jews. 

The Haredim have 
relaunched their campaign 
for a return to orthodox 
Jewish teachings, including 
restrictions on women’s 
clothing deemed to be too 
revealing. The ultra-ortho- 
dox have been emboldened 
by the right-wing victory in 
Israeli elections on May 29. 


ERBIL, Iraq (AFP) — A 
rebel Iranian Kurdish group 
said Wednesday that Iranian 
troops had withdrawn from 
northern Iraq after their “total 
failure” to crush guerrillas in 
a massive military incursion. 

Abdullah Hassan Zada. 
general secretary of the Iraqi- 
based Democratic Party of 
Iranian Kurdistan (DPIK), 
said: “Iranian troops have 
completed their withdrawal,” 
begun two days earlier. 

“Their attack was unsuc- 
cessful. We will continue our 
military activities against 
Iron," he told AFP from his 
base in the main northern 
Iraqi town of Erbil. 


Some 2,000 Iranian troops 
crossed into northern Iraq 
last week to attack a DPJK 
camp at Koi Sanjaq. 50 kilo- 
metres from the Iran -Iraq 
border, the DPIK said. 

But a UJV. official said he 
could not confirm their with- 
drawal Wednesday, adding 
that “there is still a strong 
belief that some of the forces 
are stationed" in a mountain- 
ous area between 
Sulaymaniyeh and the bor- 
der. 

Iran declared Monday it 
had crushed Iranian Kurdish 
rebels in an incursion using 
ground troops, air strikes and 
artillery, and had killed at 


least 20 “important'' mem- 
bers of the DPIK. 

But the DPIK said in a 
statement issued in Baghdad 
on Wednesday that none of 
its members were killed in 
the offensive, which it 
described as a ‘Total failure." 

'The large-scale offensive 
carried out by Iranian forces 
against Iranian Kurdish 
refugee camps and DPIK 
bases ended in total failure 
on Tuesday morning, 
because of the DPIK’s heroic 
resistance and the world’s 
condemnation," the state- 
ment said. 

“Despite the destruction 
and damage inflicted on 


refugees’ houses, our party 
lost none of its militants or 
leaders.” the DPIK said. 

However, the group said 
two refugees, an elderly 
woman and a man died dur- 
ing the offensive, and two 
children were injured. 

lr urged international 
organisations to help the 
2,500 refugees who fled the 
fighting around Koi Sanjaq 
from Sunday onwards. 

Many of the refugees are 
staying at a school in aibil 
while the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
fries to arrange the recon- 
struction of their homes. 


‘Hero’ security guard denies setting Olympic park bomb 


ATLANTA (AP) — FBI 
agents Wednesday searched 
the apartment of a security 
guard who. first praised as a 
hero in the Centennial 
Olympic Park bombing, has 
now emerged as the prime 
target of their investigation. 

Five agents entered the 
apartment of Richard Jewell 
at 9 a.m. (1300 GMT), and 
FBI spokesman David 
Tubbs said they had a search 
warrant. 

He stressed that Mr. Jewell 
has not been charged with 
any crime. 

'We emphasise that nei- 
ther the issuance of a search 


warrant nor the execution of 
it constitutes evidence of 
guilt," Mr. Tubbs said. 

He added that “many 
potential suspects’’ have 
been investigated and 
cleared in the past few days. 

Mr. Tubbs said news 
media and residents were 
being moved away from the 
immediate area. Shortly 
afterward. 12 more agents 
arrived in FBI vans and start- 
ed escorting neighbours 
away, one dressed in her 
bathrobe. Mr. Jewell, a secu- 
rity guard credited with sav- 
ing lives before Saturday’s 
bombing by sporting the 


bomb in a knapsack, fell 
under a shadow of suspicion 
on Tuesday. 

Mobbed by reporters as he 
returned home from FBI 
questioning Tuesday, he 
emphatically denied setting 
the bomb. “I’m innocent. I 
didn't do it.” he insisted. 

As early as Tuesday morn- 
ing, Mr. Jewell, a beefy 33- 
year-old with a checkered 
law enforcement career, was 
appearing on NBC’s 
“Today” show ro recount his 
heroic deeds. 

A federal law enforcement 
official. speaking in 
Washington on condition of 


anonymity, said Mr. Jewell 
had emerged as the leading 
candidate in the FBI’s inves- 
tigation. 

One woman died and 111 
were injured in the blast 
early Saturday, which con- 
tributed to the heart-attack 
death of a Turkish camera- 
man rushing to the scene. 

Mr. Jewell's lawyer. 
Watson Bryant asserted’ the 
guard’s innocence: “I can 
tell you thai I spoke with 
agent Don Johnson of the 
FBI, who said that Richard 
Jewell was not a suspect, 
was not a subject, was not a 
target." 
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2-headed baby 
born in Mexico 

TIJUANA, Mexico (R) — 
A two-headed baby girl 
born last Friday in a 
Tijuana hospital was in 
serious but stable condition 
Tuesday, the hospital said. 
The child has serious heart 
malformations, said Ale- 
jandro Lira, a doctor at 
Notre Dame Hospital. “Her 
state is serious but stable,” 
Dr. Lira said. 



9 children 
hospitalised after 
eating a stray dog 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Nine 
maln ourished children who 
roasted and ate a stray dog 
have been hospitalised in 
the Russian Far East, the 
Interfax News Agency 
reported Wednesday. All 
children of miners who 
have not been paid in six 
months, they had decided 
to look after their own food 
needs, and caught and 
roasted the stray dog them- 
selves. The children were 
in satisfactory condition 
but doctors said they 
should remain in hospital 
long enough to correct their 
malnourishmenL In the 
Primorskiy Kray region of 
the Russian Far East more 
than 12,000 miners have 
been on strike for nearly 
three weeks demanding 
back pay. 


It’s a dog’s life for 
Norwegian driver 


BERGEN, Norway (AFP) 

— A Norwegian man who 
failed in his attempt to kill 
a friend’s ailing dog by 
backing over it with his car 
has been charged with cru- 
elty to animals and had his 
driving license suspended, 
the Bergens Tidende daily 
said Tuesday. At his 
friend’s request, the 29- 
year old man from Bergen 
in western Norway tied the 
dog to a rope which he then 
attached to the bumper of ** 
his car. But the rope was 
too short, and the dog en- 
ded up half-way under the 
car’s left rear wheel. The 
dog managed to escape and 
neighbours turned it in to 
police, who put the suffer- 
ing animal down. “This is a 
case of cruelty to animals 
that we don’t look kindly 
on," Hordaland Police Of- 
ficer Harold Bilberg said. 
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Shanghai opens 

first motel 

SHANGHAI (AFP) — 
Shanghai has opened its 
first motel expecting a 
growing army of private 
motorists to take to the 
roads, a reality that is 
unlikely to materialise any 
time in the near future. The 
4.5 million yuan 
($542,169) moteL located 
on a key state highway, 
offered car wash and repair 
services, a gasoline station, _ 
food and accommodation# 
and even a karaoke lounge, 
Xinhua reported Wednes- 
day. Since trial operations 
started in January, business 
at the international class 
motel bad been booming, 
the report said. Experts 
said other motels were like- 
ly to open in Shanghai and 
throughout the country as 
private motorists took to 
the roads. Figures, howev- 
er, show that only one in 
500 Chinese owns a car 
compared to 75 cars far 
every 100 Americans and 
one for every 10 Malay- 
sians. China has a family- 
car plan and has forecast 
that every family could 
afford a car costing 
$10,000 by 2010. That 
reality seems a long way 
off with the average^ 
Chinese earning about 
$600 a year and the best 
selling and locally pro- 
duced Santana Sedan cost- 
ing $18,000. 
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